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Bibliographic Data: From original Mss "Simancas-Secular: udienci* de F-m w

.ur. 1L Di S-JLlg notary
"... -hen asked if it was true that the son of Diguana, c-n«d Sa-.-- •--

£ Si “Gone away to fight at that time. This was his answer. -1 -or he h^l
*knc&;’ nor had he heard it said, because the witness was not in that

village near Jolo, oenevea to be a spy J
Jiai asked if the Mindanaos knew that the Spanish fleet wa: .-oin-- to heln 

Rmtados^or what they understood about it, he said that son of Li<niana called 
with 9umapas and Wasa» were sent from Mindanao as spies in order to kno ■VSre WSre the* - and thatPtheyXSXil S 'ox.msh^leet vis, and khat it was doing. He said that the Lutaos who came -i^h 

:^2SbSr &y had returned t0 J-ve ne;'/s of the coming of the fleet. This was his
Ke was asked whether Liguana, chief of Ta-uima had ilon-^d ,with the enemy’s fleet. He c^d that be >--ad 2 ■T-i• d .vO 3° to rim-aa°s• k-; in J L. , ” ne cnd tn likewise .His sons -were r-oWwV&th him> and all the chiefs of his country; and thirty-five vessels were roiiL1^

5^.?'enty ”:r= °ld- h€ ““ not thia but’th,

H.;i..DOS laitxCED Y .. .C '/Iil.T .8 L.oxcS'pts 1

to the governor of the Filipinos concerning 
t..<, help v.nich the ia.ng of ferrgnute is giving to the ISLndanaos. [iday 29, 1602] 

[ From a captured Lutao from a village near Jolo, believed to be a soy]
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Juan Lopei, o.J. Events in Pilipinas, 1636-37. Cavite,

■“7 ■.• !.■’

bibliographic lata; from an original MSS "Papefces de los 
the .academia Real de la Historic, Madrid.

in Blai r and Robertson, vol. 27 pp. 325-326.

ao^SatSn^Tr163.^ aP^ tO the Same island' Basilan i>ei^ the modern 
appellation. Ib is the largest island <f a group of the same name number^ 
fifty seven,nearly oil of them very small. -“o, numoenns

>Jhat has somewhat disturbed the satisfactory course of affairs ia Xolo It is 
an .island which is even nearer to Sanooangan than the [village of I La mitan

*xuer the inany pioneering raids which he nas made a.tong our islands, he was ver" 
u^ous ox peace. A letcer was written to him, saying that peace -would be con-" 
1 1 -nd .uaonp ocher conditions which were imposed on him was one, namely, 
unaujie should evacuate [che island of] Taguima (which was trioufeuy to the king) 
-nu chat ministers of the gospel should be established there in order to 'actize " natives, in fact, Father Francisco nQ;el had bee. sent thith^,' so Vt : &
mioac e.cum.nio.ox .0 .ncm .he noly sacraments. To this he re-lied that he ' a1-

;,.oe, an. -li this ioctiou L.niaa ihe .aids iortSt i -1- .
.iVr“te33 07 0134 -7 S 1 S-'Xa'u0 U2U-‘'e -.>ins-c mie S. as a result, .< chief - - -m -ery codhscled, ..... 5 .1 ■-pf” “ J*

totXir *' L-- - ‘ ‘-i:: F«-- - xrites tl..  ..2 :.X'^...
the Spaniards at Sanboangan, have become somewhat ^pertinent But Don Sblstian 
is preparing for the chastisement of Xolo, and intends'to in person £ of December to conquer it, as he did the opposition of Corralat 2y C-od 4ant 

“ this 13 or
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LETTER FROM FATHER PABLO 

CAVALLERIA TO FATHER 
FRANCISCO SANCHEZy

L Isabela de Basilan, December 31, 1886.
Pax Christi.
My very dearly beloved in Christ, Father Sanchez:

Replying to your favor, in which your Reverence 
asks for information concerning the inhabitin' of 
this island of Basilan, I have deemedit best to write 
the following.

i
I

I

being reduced and makkg a village, which would 
actually be of real advantage for the future.

I wi” clos? by asking vonr Reverence to commend 
me to God in your holy prayers and sacrifices.

Mateo Gisbert, S.J.

Races
< The races of this island, are the indigenous 

and the Moros. The indigenous is Christian t> ' 
there is little or nothing to say of them, since they are 
well known to your Reverence.

The Moro111 race is infidel, and lives on the coast 
and in the interior.

The indigenous race forms the settlement of Isa­
bela de Basilan, consisting of some eight hundred 
souls.

Further sixteen families of. Christian Indians 
reside in the visita called San Pedro de Guibauan 
distant six leguas from Isabela. Their absolute 
lieutenant in chief is Pedro Cuevas.

8 112 On the Moros, see Census of Philippines, i, pp. 465-467, 561-

■ .7." 7
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than give them for wives. Fees are assigned for the 
petitions made by the young men to the fathers or

1

i

! <

Religion
They are not very observant in their ceremonies.
112 The Yakan are a primitive Malayan tribe of the same type 

and general culture as the Subanon of the Mindanao mainland, 
who live in Basilan, and who, some generations ago, accepted the 
Mahometan faith and are fanatical adherents thereof. They live 
scattered over the island cultivating a little maize, rice, and tapioca, 
bringing out some jungle product, but living as a whole miserably 
and in poverty. Some of them have migrated to the peninsula of 
Zamboanga and the islands adjacent to this coast. See Census of 
Philippines, ;, pp. 463, 466.

nJ According to Census of Philippines, the population of the 
comandancia of Basilan is 30,179, of whom 28,848 are uncivil­
ized.

The Moro race is now greatly degenerated, for 
many are coming down from the Bisayas who were 
formerly ra-ciwe'

The Moros of the interior of the island are called 
Yacanes,11’ and are employed, although but little, 
in the cultivation of palay, sweetpotatoes, cacao, etc.

The Moros of the coast are called Samales Laut. 
They are employed, although little, in fishing. They 
are pirates, and whenever they can do so with im­
punity, they capture the Christians, or the Moros of 
the interior themselves, or those of distant Samal 
rancherias, or those of other islands. On that account 
there is a certain hostility between the Samales and 
the Yacanes. At present, Pedro Cuevas, so far as he 
:s able, executes justice upon those- who exercise such 
boldness, and applies the law to them.

Among the Samales Laut, there are Joloan Moros, 
and Malays.

The total number of the Moros of this island is 
ten or twelve thousand.113 Their skin is of a deep 
monxc color, and they have black eyes, raT.rr 
meager eyebrows, thin beard and their cranium is 
flattened on the occipital part.

Marriage
The fathers or owners of the young girls ra..nei seA

masters of their sweethearts. Consequently, it is sel­
dom that the young woman is given to the suitor at 
his first or second petition. The young woman is 
granted to the suitor, who pays greater or less fees,

114 Among the Samal Laut boys are trained for the priesthood: 
by making their homes with priests, where they remain for several 
years in the capacity of servant and pupil. Occasionally, when 
grown they are sent to Singapore for continuous study, but such 
cases are rare. If a man goes to Mekka he is given the honorable 
title of pilgrim and is 1.-. Id . high consideration. See ~ sus of 
Philippines, i, p. 571. ’

167-7 .7. -J

They omit many of the rules of their false prophet 
Mahomet, add others which are not prescribed, and 
observe some, but in the time and manner that ap­
pears best to them. For example, they do not pray 

’..wt ... a* , ’!,r " ’
and it is never seen that any of them has to 
Meca.114

They practice baptism or gunting, which they 
have learned, although badly, from the Christian 
captives.

For the administration of baptism, they prepare 
cocoanut oil, rice flour, water from the cocoanut and 
natural water. When the child is four or six months 
old, on that day that they think best, the imam takes 
a little of each of those ingredients abovesaid, and 
places them on the forehead of the child, at the same 
time uaering ceiL-l.t won’s from the Koran. Ac the 
end of the ceremony the feast follows, and the imam 
is the first to whom the large tray of food n us- be 
presented.
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At intervals they play the culintingan, and if the 
groom is an influential person, there is a discharge of 
musketiy, and a cow or carabao is'killed, and in­
numerable invited n. Th-- r'ch-,4 one is th: 
more guesr there are; and at intervals there is 
generally a war dance.

[V i.

according as the family is more or less principal and 
as the young woman is more or less good-looking. 
Consequently, thirty, fifty, or more pesos are de­
manded for her de1’very, besides the marriage feast.

: ei; >s observed by th ■-•>, as T h’ve seen 
them, are as follows. The groom chews his buyo as 
he is required, then goes into the midst of the guests, 
makes some wry faces, and passes his hands along 
his face. By that means they say that he is asking 
pardon of God by confessing his sins. This is called

TKen if the groom has not paid because 
of poverty, for a suitable banquet, some of the chiefs 
present strike him several blows on the back with a 
rattan formed like a hand, more or less numerous, 
according to what he has neglected to prepare for the 
banquet.

Then the groom goes to wash his feet and clothe 
himself in white garments. On coming out he seats 
limself on a mat, and places his right hand between 

the two hands of one chief, and his left upon the right 
hands of the other chiefs. Then the imam covers his 
right hand and that of the groom with a white 
handkerchief, and thus being united, they utter some 
words from the Koran. The imam lifts his hands, 
and extends them so that his palms are turned out­
wards and at a distance of two cuartas,115 and lifts 
them to his head. The groom does the same, but the 
palms of his hands are turned toward his face. They 
clasp hands again with the chiefs in the manner 
abovesaid, and then the feast immediately follows. 
At the end of the feast, they go to the home of the 
bride, and the same ceremonies are there repeated 
with her as with the groom.

A d:\tance of fwo palu-le'-.jths.

Burial
When the sickness is severe, the imam performs the 

magtaual, by sprinkling a lit-?. nn the sick per­
son, and reciting some prayers to their false prophet 
They clothe the deceased in a white garment which 
covers them from top to toe. Those who are present 
or who visit the deceased, are invited to a feast. 
The grave that is made is deep or shallow accord­
ing to the rank of the person who is to be buried 
but it is always one and one-half or two varas deep, 
and in the shape of a crescent In one side of it they 
open a kind of cave, where the body is £0 be buried. 
Once the body is deposited there, ‘they set upright 
stakes in the cave and then make a platform over the 
hole while two persons scare away the flies with a. 
white cloth so that they may not come near. At the 
ends of the grave they place a taboM of water and 
food. The imam comes, recites some Mahometan 
prayers, approaches the dish of food which they have 
placed there for him, and there at the very grave he 
stuffs himself with dexterity, and retires. At ’the 
termination of that gastronomic operation, the death­
guards (or tunguquibul) who watch the dead for 
the space of a few days and nights, enter. This is

.wi‘5 S' w?
N«.d.„d Sato

THe, i rt* i'fy17 I3L2ID;
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done by various families in turn, according to the 
wealth or property of the family of the deceased, for 

- paid in food and cloth whenever they stand 
guard. When the deceased, or rather his relatives 
have nothing more with which to recompense them, 
the guards cease to watch the dead.

If any of the family of the deceased do not wish 
that guard to be made, the imams and some others 
Ci ret late the rumor that the dead person has escaped 
and is running through the hills terrifying the 
passers-by. That ghost they call panata, and until 
the guard has been made, that rumor does not cease 
to be circulated.

CAVALLERIA TO SANCHEZ 

plied that they celebrated it when they had food for 
a good feast. On the said occasions several chiefs 
are accustomed to meet with the imam and sing in so 
doleful a voice that the song appears to come from a 
cavern, the while the women prepare the feast 
This year I have noted that the imam of Panigayan 
has gone on separate days to celebrate the feast at 
different rancherias.

They are very superstitious, and greatly feai Saltan 
(the devil) whom they endeavor to placate. When 
the epidemic of 1882 was here, the Moros of Pani ­
gayan, among whom the cholera made especially 
severe ravages (for one-half of them died), threw 
boatloads of food into the sea, so that on encounter­
ing them, the devil might be satisfied with the food 
and leave them in peace. They also hung food to the 
trees with the same end in view.

On that occasion, the sherif reaped a fine harvest 
by selling clear water, which had curative properties, 
as he asserted. In return for the cure they had to 
recite some Moro prayers. If they were cured, it 
was by the water; but if they were not cured, it was 
because they had not recited well the prayers of 
Mahomet. The affair dief not result ill for him.

In January 1883,1 had occasion to observe another 
superstition in Lucbutun, a Moro rancheria one 
legua distant from this place by sea. A sailing 
fragata, which they called an enchantress, because 
they did not descry at a distance more than its sails 
passed not far from the said rancheria. Then be­
cause they did not salute it, they believed that they 
had irritated the devil, and in order to repair the 
fault they made two closets, and placed in the midst 
of them burning brasiers and lamps.

Religious feasts
When they unite for public worship, which is 

wnen it pleases them, the people are summoned by 
loud sounds produced by the blows of a stick upon a 
sort of drum. The imam begins an invocation in a 
sad mne to their impostor and reads a bit of the 
Koran. In the meantime the people chew buyo, talk, 
lie down, laugh, scream, and then they retire without 
either the imam or the people having understood 
what has been read.

The principal feast, and almost the only one that 
they celebrate is the maulut or birth of Mahomet. 
Each rancheria, and at times each family even, cele­
brates it on whatever day they choose. They ought 
to hold it on the tenth night of the month called 
Rabie aual, which corresponds to the month of Sep­
tember. But they generally celebrate it after the

-vest. This year the Moros of this place have 
celebrated it in December. I asked them once why 
they did not celebrate it on a fixed day. They re-
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[Here there are] most ugly

1

Hells
1. Naruk Yahanna. Here [there is] confusion.
2. Naruk Sacar. [Here there are] contrivances 

and animals for inflicting torture.
3. Naruk Sigmilti. [Here there are] tortures in 

language.
4. Naruk ahus. 

things.
5. Naruk Jauya. Here one is run through with 

spears.
6. Naruk Zaalt. Here one suffers thirst
7. Naruk Jamia. Here one is tortured with fire.
So did one Tuan Sarib describe heaven and hell. 

On a certain occasion several chiefs and imams 
gathered together; and when speaking of Adam and 
Eve, they did not succeed in telling who were their 
parents, and they had recourse to the missionary in 
order that he might instruct them on that point. They 
do not know either, the day on which their Mahomet 
was born, or much less any of his history.

They scarcely know theif era, nor do they know 
how old they are. Once a man asked me to tell him 
how old he was. They count by moons, saying

Some Moros believe also that the sherif can by 
his mere will send a sickness on whom he pleases. 
51’’ ' the purpose oi terrifying them and so that
the sherif can get. whatever he wishes from them. 
Whenever I have opposed this error, I have asked 
them why, if the sherif had this power, he did not’ 
send diseases upon the Christian village, since he is 
hostile to the Christians, but they do not reply to the 
question but remain in their obstinacy.

Once when there was an eclipse of the moon, the 
Moros of Pasanjan began to make a great racket 
with their culintingans and other things. When they 
were asked why they made so much noise, they 
answered that it was in order to scare the serpent 
’ hick was eating the moon.’”

For their long voyages they look at the cuticaan, 
■which is a book containing certain figures. By 
means of that they try to discover whether they have 
fortunate voyages or not.

2. A heaven, [called] Firdeos. Here there are 
good things to eat.

3. A heaven [called] Naim. If one wishes to 
eat, there is plenty of food [here].

4. A heaven [called] Naua. The water [here] 
has the taste that one desires.

5. Ainum naim. Here [there is] great wealth.
6. Salsabila. Here [there are] golden "esf'’ 

from which to drink.
7. Jatard al Cots. Here [there are] pearls and 

diamonds.

Follies
He who knows most among them is the sherif yet 

his learning does not go beyond the ability to write a 
few words in Arabian characters. In regard to 
heaven and hell they know nothing more than their 
existence. In regard to the soul they know almost 
nothing.

The following is what a sherif asserted regarding 
heaven and hell. There are seven heavens and seven 
hells to express the various rewards or punishments:

1. A heaven called Yattu Atuan. Here there is 
only rest.

117 See beliefs and superstitions of the North American Indians 
in regard to eclipses in Jesuit Relations (Cleveland reissue), vi, p. 
223, xii, pp. 31, 73, xxii, p. 295.
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Maluag can sanchata 
Bacucus in sacayan sa 
Bisan uay bantata 
Marayao paiiab quits.

Yari Saliban Sauan 
Matto pa Zatnboangan 
Bisan uay dangat 
Midda pa subangan:

Castila piongay u 
Simacai na tinuyo 
Catacus niangayu 
Ynacujan sa nag buno.

Este Saliban Sauan 
Vd para Zamboanga 
Aunque no hay a co.mcrcia 
f'olverd pronto.

Un canto entonare 
Que es del Saliban Sauan 
Para tener suerte 
Al embarcarme el martes.

Yo siempre peleare
Y htsia gusto tendre si ango 
Arrostrare el peligro 
En nombre de Dios.

In their wars against the Spaniards or Christians, 
they build forts defended by ditches, and invested 
with thick earthen walls. They are fierce and bold, 
and when dripping with blood they fight until death 
on the field of battle, impelled by their hatred toward 
the Christian or Spaniard.

Below are some verses of a song of theirs which 
was dictated to me by a Moro chief, so that your 
Reverence may better see the hatred with which they 
fight120

Pagcalanta acd isd
Saliban Sauan da sa 
Sdbab aun sucut dasa. 
Tumulak acd salasa.

nipa, where the latter does not grow, in thatching roofs. The name 
“cogon” is applied to’many coarse, 1 „ Z Z ° ‘
Census of Philippines, iv, p. tl8.

120 We give the verses in die original language with the Spanish

- Al castila pidio
Subid con traicion 
Sus armas pidio 
Se las cogid con la maerte.

A co catcal magbuno na
Ampa lasa aun co na
Baub aca dumungu na 
Sagui na Bismil-ld.

tor cattle. The grass is used in some localities as a^substitute for
| UlALVXXllg * .... ■

rank-growing grasses. See

Busca las lantacas
Las armas en la embarcacion
Y aunque no haya enemigos 
Bueno es estar prevenidos.

Dress
The dress consists of pantaloons narrow at the 

bottom and wide at the top and a tight shirt. The 
women dress like the men except that they cover 
themselves with a loosely sewed mantle (jabul) 
which covers them from top to toe and is fastened 
under the armpit thus forming folds.

They cut their hair to a little fringe on the fore­
head, and shave themselves. Their teeth are dyed 
black in order to distinguish them from the Chris­
tians.

The Samal Moros dress in pantaloons that are 
tight from top to bottom.

The Moro will not eat flesh,118 unless the imam 
sacrifices the animal, and performs the Sumbdlig.

The Moros are dirty, lazy, fickle, importunate, 
stingy in giving, and fond of conversation and amuse­
ments.

They fight without giving quarter, and in the 
attack, advance, stop, give ground, leap, creep among 
the cogon,11" cover themselves with their shields, etc.

118 The principal articles of food are rice, for which com is some­
times substituted, fish, chickens, vegetables, wild fruits, and cocoa- 
nut oil. The natives are fond of chickens and eggs, and most 
families raise poultry for the table. Pork is forbidden by their 
faith, and the use of venison, or the flesh of the carabao, ox, sheep, 
or goat, is limited, the Moros being apparently not fond of meat. 
See Census of Philippines, i, p. 564.

110 Cogon (Imperata koenigii) is a species of grass of general 
natural growth, the young shoots of which afford excellent food

“Only two moons have passed;” “Three moons 
from now we shall do this;” etc., etc.

Much more might be said of their errors and fool­
ishness, but I consider this sufficient, and it would be 
a prolixity to adduce more facts to prove those errors 
and follies.
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Sauan,

Pablo Cavalleria, 8. J.

Jida manung lasap
Magcalis samsil dasak 
Minsan co dugu nasak 
Limagut parran lisak.

Look after the lantacas, 
The weapons at embarking; 
And though there are no enemies 
It is wise to be prepared.

He begged from the Castilian;
He mounted treacherously;
The Castilian demanded his arms;
He got them with his death.

Ever will I fight, 
And even glad will I be if I fall; 
I will encounter danger 
In the name of God.

I take pleasure in talking;
I will fight valiantly with my keen kris;
And although my blood is poured on the ground, 
I will slash on hearing it fall.

This Saliban Sauan 
is going to Zamboanga; 
Although there is no trade, 
He will return quickly.

1

A song I will chant, 
Which is that of the Saliban121 
In order that I may have luck 
At my sailing on Tuesday.

i

translation of Father Pablo Cavalleria, and add the English trans­
lation of the latter, which is necessarily crude.

111 An authority among the Moros, after the panglima, and as 
well a name denoting nobility of race and blood. See Cartas de 
... la mision de Filipinos (Manila, 1887), P- 34> note.

The language that they speak consists of Tagalog, 
Visayan, and Malayan words. But they make no 
difficulty about changing, omitting, and adding 
letters and syllables.

This is as much as I have to tell your Reverence. 
Pray excuse me for not having written before, for 1 
have already stated the reason. I beg you to over­
look the faults of this document

I have no time to copy it, for I have to go to Jolo.
Your Reverence’s most affectionate servant in 

Christ,

Tengo gusto en hablar 
Esgrimire con valor el cris afilado 
y atinque mi sangrc cc- ra par r! 
Tajeare al oir tocar. [suelo



- c ies> jegiln el P. Prblo Cavalleria, sb denominaron cal los mores del interior
dc^l:’. sila de ’ asil-.n. 7&-nse los r.rtic;■los : Srme.-cas y Einr les-Lait.

Sameacus.

.Sarnies (Bewhner der

. Versuch einer ethnographie der Philip.-inen, von prof. Ferd.
Elume.ntritt. Nebst einera anhange: Die .-aaritimen entdeckungen der Spanier 
in urchipel der Philip.inen. 1-iit iener karte der Philippinen... Gotha, 
J. Perthes, 1882.

.■■:-..::'les-Lr.*t- Isi se deno.rd.nan los moros de la cost- de la isla de 3 sil'.n.
(P. Pablo Cavalleria S.J.)

Se -’un algunos autores se Hainan asi los indigenes cue pueblan el 
interior de la isla de Basilan. Be cr .e ;ue son los aborigenes ds las 
is?. .. No sA si exista adm si son identicos con los moros j yacanes. 
Se»un cl Sr. D. Claudio i.ontero y Gay. son infieles.

49- Sameacas
Die Sameacas sind die (heidnischen?) Sewohner des Gebirgsi.nnern der Insel 

Basilan. Bis zum XVI.Juhrhundert bewohnten sie arch die Kiisten dieses Eil: nds, 
da landete aber der Pratendent des Reiches Mindanao, der Pacuian Tindig, nit 
seine:. ...nhenpern und Sclaven auf Basilar, und trieb die ursprunglichen Herren 
des Landes in die Gebirgswalden hinein^ ;.o sie noch heute in volliger Unabhang- 
igkeit leben (Pazos 10). Lei der Diirftiykeit der Nachrichten uber diesen Vblk- 
stanm last sich die Fruge gar nicht in Untersuchung ziehen,- ob nicht die Sar.ieaco.s 
mit den Guimbas zusammen nur einen Stamm reprasentiren.

perdinand BlumBiitritt.1853-1913. Las indigenas de Pilipinas, por Fernando
Blu o.itri -t. u '-.Grid. _st.-.blccii.iiento Ti.ojr fico de Fort net. I'pOj 
:'7V/;2 i). fold- 1. (co?-) (In Bolotin de la Sociedad Geogr: ?ice de Hcrid, 
v.28)

51. Die Piratenstiiiinie von 1-Iindamo und Sulu
(Included in the listing here are the following:)

Inseln sudlich von Basilan), Basilanes, Jacanes (auch auf Easilin )..."
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■_ fruit-bats but be very thankful 

should have been incredulous.
s over, the
When the 

followed ourselves, only to 
busy loading bag- 

on the ebb.
to sail was

i would not only eat 
to get them, 1 s--------

On the morning after the church-feast was 

men came to carry our 
last chest was gone, 
find that the idiots had been too 

heed the fact that the tide was 
The big, clumsy craft in which we were 
hard aground, and it looked as if we should have to 

wait another day; but we went up t.

We started across the dangerous Basilan Straits with 
a fair wind, but it died out when we were half over, 
leaving us becalmed. Our men took to the oms, mean­
while whistling for a breeze, after the curious Philip­
pine fashion. They must have blown the wrong Ame. 
The wind came with great promptness, but it \\as 
straight offshore, and brought a furious thunderstori'q 
with it. We were driven far to the north, and were\ 
badly pounded by a heavy sea. For a time things \ 
looked rather serious, but eventually the wind died \ 
down, the sea subsided, and just at dark we made the 
entrance to the narrow channel between Basilan and 
Malamaui, on which Isabela is situated.

Now a new difficulty confronted us. Basilan is in­
habited by Moros who sometimes forget themselves. 
The channel is picketed at night by native troops, to

guard against a surprise, and sentries have orders to 
fire on incoming boats that do not show lights. Our 
stupid men had known this all the time, but expecting 
to get in before dark, had neither mentioned it to us 
nor provided anything with which to make a light.

We managed to get our kerosene lamp out, and to 
fill and light it. The wind caused the flame to flare 
and break the chimney, and just as a sentry hailed us 
the lamp went out. We rather expected him to fol­
low up his challenge with a 
siderately held his fire, and we finally got the light 
to going again.

When we reached the pier,
Whether they took
At all events, they refused 

to let us leave our boat until the Doctor had been 
escorted to interview the governor, who promptly- 
ordered our release. He had us shown to the only 
vacant quarters in town, which proved to be in the 
second story of a board house. There was a gam­
bling-joint in full blast on the ground floor. The 
upper rooms had evidently been vacant for some time, 
as a colony of bats had taken possession and per­
fumed the whole place. Water was standing in pools, 
where it had come through leaks in the roof. The 
Doctor and I had both escaped seasickness coming 
over, but we were very- landsick when we got ashore. 
All in all, we did not feel very comfortable, but we
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made a. virtue of necessity, sliung oui 
passed a rather miserable night.

In the morning the governor very kindly sent us 
tables and chairs, and after airing our new domicile 
thoroughly, and having the roof patched, we got on 

very well. ,
Isabela, the capital of Basilan, is a small place 0 

less than 1000 souls. The only Spaniards there are 
the officials and the Jesuit priest. The town is on 
high ground, which slopes sharply down to the edge 
of° the channel separating Basilan from the little islet 
called Malamaui. This channel, although extremely 
narrow, is very deep, and large vessels can come close 
inshore. Tremendous currents rush through it with 

the ebb and flow of the tides.
Isabela is a supply station for gunboats, the coal­

yard and magazines being located in Malamaui, just 
across from the town. To defend the important stoics 
which they contain there is only a ridiculous old lime­
stone fort on a neighbouring hill, armed with two or 
three antiquated smooth-bore cannon, and garrisoned 

bv a few marines.
«Vhe Moros of Basilan, locally called Yacans, have 
aFtvays borne a bad reputation, but at the time of our 
visit they were held in check by a remarkable man 
known as Dato (Chief) Pedro. His real name was 
Pedro Cuevas. At one time he had been confined as 
a convict at the penal settlement of San kamon, in

Mindanao, where he had been sent from one of the 
northern islands. With two companions he worked out 
a plan of escape. After behaving so well as to quiet 
suspicion, they suddenly attacked their guard, when 
at work in the field, killed the Spanish officer in 
command, and escaped, taking a carbine with them.

That night they reached Ayala, where they mur­
dered a Chinaman, plundered his shop, and stole a 
boat in which they crossed to Basilan. The story 
goes that thejr landed at a Moro village, where Pedro 
called for the data, and boldly entered his house, nar­
rowly escaping a lance which the enraged owner 
hurled at him as he came through the door. Pedro 
at once challenged him to come out and fight, which 
he was happy to do. Arming himself with a wooden 
shield and recovering his lance, he began the ridicu­
lous prancing with which the people of his tribe 
preface the throwing of a weapon; whereupon Pedro 
banged away with his old carbine and killed his man, 
putting a bullet through his shield. He and his com­
panions then devoted themselves to the remaining 
Moros with such effect that they decided they would 
rather fight with him than against him.

He next attacked another village, performing prodi­
gies of valour, if accounts are to be believed, and hav­
ing numerous narrow escapes. The Moros began to 
believe that he bore a charmed life, and as there is 
nothing which they admire so much as personal brav- ■ |



XT4S*

B A S I L A N 1471> 11 1 L11’ 1’ 1 N E I S L A N D ST 11 E146

1

s

!

a.

i

I

fr

1

cry, he soon gained a great 
they finally made him a

He knew his people 
hand, punishing the slightest oppositic 

with death. 1 
his reputation 
work of that sort over 
chose to drive off a 
ventured to object, Pedro only said, 

If the father of

the close of their day’s sport they were standing in 
front of Pedro's house, when a Moro from a neighbour­
ing village rode up on a fine horse. The visitor ad­
mired the horse, and when Pedro asked him if he 
would like it, thoughtlessly replied in the affirmative. 
Decidedly to his surprise, his host picked up a rifle, 
took deliberate aim, shot the Moro dead, and pre­
sented him with the mount. A hundred similar stories 
were told of this strange man, who, himself an alien, 
had succeeded in dominating an island full of pirates; 
bad a/mosf succeeded. I should rather say, for one large 
village, on a hill in the interior, still managed to hold 
out against him.

Our stay in Basilan was without special adventure, 
and after completing our work there we returned by 
steamer to Zamboanga.

influence over them, and 

(into.
and ruled them with an iron

‘ ’on to his will 
At first he did his own killing, but, when 

was once firmly established, he turned 
to his subordinates. If he 

herd of cattle, and the owner
“ Cut off his head,” 

and it was done. If the father of a girl whom he 
wished to add to his large circle of wives protested, 
the answer was, “ Cut off his head.

Pedro was shrewd enough to know that it was not 
worth while to fight the Spaniards, and when some of 
his unruly subjects made an unsuccessful attack on 
Zamboanga, he awaited their return, and gave them a 
vigorous drubbing. In return for this service he was 
forgiven for having killed a Spanish officer and com­
mitted a few other little indiscretions. At the time 
of our second visit to Basilan, in 1S91, the governor 

■ was in constant communication with Dato Pedro, who 
still continued to keep his people in fairly good order, 
while, if the Spanish officials happened to want the 
head of one of his subjects, he had it cut off and 
forwarded at once.

During our stay, he invited a former acquaintance 
in Mindanao to come over and go boar-hunting with 
him. The Zamboangueno accepted the invitation. At
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ISLAND--- THE WIL!) YACANES— THE ROMANTIC
DATTO, PEDRO CUEVAS
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|AD I sufficient, space at my disposal much could be 
1 1 said oi many other fascinating little islands, such as 

Kapul(iO22 feet), a three-humped island; Butinun, 722 feet; 
Guyangan Island, Bolod, and other idands of the Samal 
gioup which I had an opportunity oi seeing during mv 
cruise. But perhaps Basilan. the largest of the archipelago, 
will interest the reader more than anv of these, becausc^of 
its romantic history, ns rema kable chief, and its curious 
inhabi ants.

I approached Basilan from the southwest. The southern 
portion of that island is densely wooded and undulating 
In the centre are high mountains with graceful slopes and 
well-rounded summits, the principal of which rio. 
feet, 3348 feet, 2940 feet, 2165 feet, 1204 feet; and a : 
chain of hills from 700 to 800 feet, directly south and 
west of Isabela.

On our track we passed the picturesque rocky island of 
Lampimgan, shaped m a semicircle with a peak at each 
end, and then entered the narrow channel between Mala- 
maui Island and Basilan. One could not help being im 
pressed by the immense size of the trees on this island

On approaching Port Isabela, formerly a Spanish naval 
station, one saw a few patches cleared of forest and now 
under cultivation.

Port Isabela lay in a well-sheltered spot 
the southern part of the channel, and was screened on the 
east by low lulls, and on the north by Malamaui Island rising 
in the centre to 538 feet. Malamaui Island was densely 
wooded, and a great number of cocoa-nuts, as well as a stunt-
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cd species of palm, could be seen along the beach to the 
southeast of the island. There was also a village of some 
sixty or seventy houses. At the western mouth of the chan­
nel was Panusuhan Island—a mere islet, fifty or sixty feet 
high, with a tuft of trees upon it.

We entered the channel at sunset, passing between Panu­
suhan and the reef of sand just above water to the east, 
marked by a beacon. There were from thirty-three to 
sixty-two feet of water in this central channel, but in the 
southern one, between the reef and Basilan Island, the reef 
extended right across, and there were only sixteen feet of 
water. In front of Isabela there was deep water, from 
thirty-three to fifty-nine feet everywhere, and the bay was 
encircled by mangrove swamps.

The town looked neat enough, a low, white building on 
posts over the water—formerly the hospital—being promi­
nent, and a line of corrugated iron roofs standing high up 
against the background of dark-green trees of the hill. Some 
sixty or seventy feet above the sea-level was a small fort 
used as quarters for the American garrison, and this fort 
commanded both the west and the northeast entrances of 
the channels of approach. It had four bulwarks, and was 
entirely surrounded by a moat with a drawbridge. At the 
entrance of the Pasahan River were a small dock and work­
shops, as well as other government buildings — but every­
thing was rather in a state of abandonment and bad repair.

I was much gratified to find here an enterprising gentle­
man—Dr. J. G. Beebe—who was busy constructing a saw­
mill in order to develop the timber trade, for which there 
seemed to be a golden opening. His scheme seemed practi­
cal, and it is to be hoped that other American gentlemen of 
equally sound views may receive every help in putting the 
immense resources of these forests to some practical use.

I left the coast-guard cruiser Tablas, as I wanted to meet 
the romantic chief, Pedro Cuevas, who lived on the opposite 
side of the island, and also to make certain studies of the 
Yacanes—a somewhat wild tribe living in the interior of 
Basilan.

The Yacanes are people who keep much to themselves, 
249



I

READY FOR DEFENCETHE GEMS OF THE EAST

Metre.S J

0.220base of neck to

back

o.i

Arm
o,

Leg
0.020O.

A'

ti

p.

t

to enter 
attitude

0.131 
0.070 
0.131 
0.125 
0.060

______

.466 
0.403

0.06S

Humerus.....................
Radius
Hand.............................. ■
Maximum length of fin­

gers 
Thumb

trils)............................... o °39
Orbital horizontal breadth 0.032

0.031
0-055

. . 0.045

. . 0.063

Standing height . .
Span
From

breast nipple . . . .
Distance between breast 

nipples ....
Armpit to armpit .
S h o u 1 d e r - b 1 a d e t o 

shoulder-blade (highest 
ridge)

.______■■■■mk?

O.TIO
0.120

X1

I

native vinta with two men paddling hard, we started on a 
voyage of several hours, first through the northeast channel 
between Malamaui Island and Basilan, and then along the 
north coast of the latter island, in order to visit Pedro Cuevas
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In the pleasant company of Dr. Beebe, and travelling by

are suspicious of everybody, treacherous, unreliable, and 
given to fighting whenever a chance occurs. They are sel­
dom to be seen about, their haunts being high upon the 
mountains. The) have, marked Malay features—slanting 
eyes, a )Jcur de tele, skin of a deep brown, and wavy black 
hair of a fine texture and rich blue-black color. They have 
a few hairs on the lips and chin, but none on the jaw. This 
tribe, too, like others we have examined in the Sulu Archi­
pelago, possess stumpy hands, with short, stiff fingers and 
thumb, ending in a triangular phalange, the webbing be­
tween being very high. Their feet, although coarse, have 
abnormally long toes—almost hxe fingers—which, in com­
parison with the clumsiness of the hand, are quite pliable 
and supple.

Curiously enough, although the type is degraded, there 
yet remain signs that these people came from a good stock 
—formerly much more refined than at present—or else how 
could one account for the prettily formed and chiselled ears 
with undetached lobes.

The Yacanes live principally on camotcs. They are hunt­
ers, and of nomadic habits, constantly changing their where­
abouts. They do a considerable trade, in tvax, honey, rat­
tan, almacega, gum, copal, etc., with the coast people, and 
at one time they possessed many cattle, which have of late 
all died of rinderpest.

As the people keep to themselves they have preserved 
their racial features, except for the corrupting influence of 
constant intermarriage. Occasionally, of course, extrane­
ous influence can be traced, due, no doubt, to marriage with 
slaves seized from other tribes. This, however, is not com­
mon. They profess to be Mohammedans, although to a 
rudimentary belief in the Koran are added a vast number 
of superstitions of their own. They revere—almost worship 
—certain trees.

They were formerly given to constant pillaging and mur­
der, but have been somewhat checked in this by Datto Pedro 
Cuevas, who has continually fought them. The coast in­
habitants, nevertheless, can by no means be induced to 
travel in the interior, such is their fear of the Yacanes.
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Their characteristic weapon is the pira, a sort of scimitar, 
but they now possess a good many old-fashioned muzzle­
loading, rifles. Spe-?ws are. also used.

One of the peculiarities of the suspicious Yacanes is that, 
when visiting a stranger, they cannot be persuaded 
the house. They sit on the doorstep and in an 
ready for defence or retreat in case of attack.

The Yacanes are very wiry and have great powers of en­
durance. Boys are everything in the family, the girls being 
merely considered for what they can ’.etch in marriage. A 
man often indulges in two or three wives, but never more 
than, four, according to the rules of the Koran. Men and 
women wear large trousers.
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We paddled away front 9 a.m, to 4 P.M., and landed at the 
nioutn 01 a river, among numberless heart-shaped fish-traos 
the bay at the mouth of the stream—some 200 yards wide’ 
lut very shallow—being lined with mangrove swamps - doz’ 
ens of monkeys were playing about on the higher branches ' 
A few houses, some on piles, others directly on the ground 
1-n I’3 °1 P bainbo° and co£o,! £rass> stood near the 
landmg-place where Datto Pedro had also a small shop 
Bato-Bato (which means "rock-rock-) was the name of this 
place.
mPmerVal-ey °f 1th<3 Gil”,nn River’ whcre Pedro’s settle­
ment lies, is very beautiful; flat, and with plenty of water- 
screened by a mountain mass to the southwest, by a coni 
cal high peak (1959 feet) to the south-southeast, by a hill at 
the entrance of the bay at the river mouth, and b four 
ther mountains, one on each point of land, on the north 

t-Ucto L.

We walked some distance along a good trail to Lamit-n 
or Gibuan, the capital of the datto, a place consisting 'of 
Ped °r. ’r,ee Sf’°PS and a n’°deSt residences. We met 
Pedro m the street, and he greeted us cordially enough al 
though he seemed reserved. He asked us to adjourn to his 
wooden paXStOThedrobUllding-Zal!ed whitewashed

, . P , ' . e 00ms mside were modestly furnished 
-a looking-glass ln a tarnished gilt frame, and a dozen new 
sawnna Cane S’ SUSpended from ceiling, were all we 

atand^Am^r^an^a^^and^^^whoAhad^f nOt * under‘ 

judgment on the part of some official or other He seemed

°f G“ml 5"8" "nl hi” in,°
... lme5'CanS are curious people,” he said. " I suppose 

------- _.ie forest next!”
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On my explaining that I was a Britisher and not an Amer­
ican, and that I had merely come to have the pleasure of 
meeting him, he presently’ cleared up and became quite 
communicative. Some chairs were taken clown from their 
high perch and offered to us, and,p.ne of his girls—he had five 
daughters and two boys—was ordered to make coffee for us.

"I am very ill—I shall soon die,” said Pedro, in Spanish, 
half-recovering from a terrible attack of coughing, and wip­
ing his wet eyes, nose, and lips with the back of his hand. 
"You have reached here just in time to see me.”

‘‘Datto Pedro, drink some water, and tell ;.;e your won­
derful history,” said I, as soon as the old man had regained 
his breath.

‘‘I am a Tagalo by birth,” said the datto, slowly and faint­
ly. ‘‘When I landed here I had great trouble, as I had to 
fight the Yacanes. I gradually conquered twenty-six of 
their villages, and these savages are now my best friends; 
but, mind you, they are treacherous people and need to be 
held with a hand of iron. We have cleared a lot of forest 
land, and we grow sugar-cane, maize, rice, and an excellent 
quality of hemp. All our animals have died. Yes, we have 
had no luck of late. I am getting old and worn, and none 
of the other dattos in the island have any power worth 
mentioning. They are Sulus. Datto Assan, uncle of the 
Sultan of Sulu; Datto Sabudin, Datto Indal, Datto Jong— 
but Datto Calun—” he said, proudly, as he struck himself 
upon the chest—‘‘that is what the natives call me—rules 
over them all.”

In fact, Basilan Island is politically absolutely separated 
from the Sultanate of Sulu, and has been so since the year 
1876. This, I think, is extremely fortunate for the Amer- 
cans, and I believe that if the Americans will treat Pedro 
Cuevas fairly, and tolerate, within reason, the laws and 
customs of these people, they may eventually remove the 
now-existing distrust and even inspire respect among the 
population. There are few Christians in Basilan, and 
although Pedro Cuevas was formerly a Christian himself, 
he has adapted his religion and manners to suit Moham­
medan theories.



/ 4'
PEDRO'S GUN

I

re-

-

♦

I
5

»

them, which was 
The

I

4

“I captured it from 
It has killed many

4
€

i J

....

4

The old datto is of middle height, but bowed by age, his 
limbs wiry, but restless, his eyes discolored and weary; but 
a light came back to them when—having found a sym­
pathizer— he was telling me some of his hair-breadth es­
capes.

"I must show you my scopctta. It has been my best 
friend all through my life, and when I die, I want it to lie 
by my side in my grave.”

Pedro took me to his bedroom, where, by his bedside, 
was an old, double-barrel, muzzle-loading gun, so worn and 
broken at the muzzle that the edges were sharp as a 
knife.

"You see, you can use it as a bayonet when vou have 
no more powder,” said the datto.
the Spaniards in my younger days.
people"—pff—"indeed it has,” soliloquized Pedro, in a sort
of reverie—"people who stood in my way—for Pedro has 
never been known to turn his back. But now I am old 
and worn, more worn even than my poor scopclta ”—he gave 
it a fond embrace—"and I shall soon die. Mv chest is weak, 
one lung gone. ...” Another severe attack of coughing 
seized him.

"Oh, you will live a thousand years yet,” said the jovial 
Dr. Beebe, reassuringly.

But the old datto shook his head and coughed and 
coughed—a snappy sort of a cough—and, screening his 
mouth with his trembling hand, expectorated a lot of blood. 
The doctor and I looked each other in the face and the 
doctor made a most significant gesture.

I hade good-bye to this fellow—one of the most 
markable among the natives I met in the Philippines.

I also bade farewell to Dr. Beebe, who returned to Isabela, 
while I chartered a vinta to proceed across the Basilan 
Strait to Zamboanga—a distance of fifteen miles as the 
crow flies. It was getting dark when we—two Moros and 
myself put off, and, as is usually the case when you want 
to sail anywhere, the wind, which had until then been favor­
able, suddenly shifted, at the moment we most needed it, 
and turned into a head-wind. So down went the sail, and
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Pedro Cuevas’s early history borders on romance, so ex­
traordinary it is. When a young fellow he was captured 
with a band of ladrones in Cavitd province, and a heavy 
sentence having been passed upon him. he was conveyed to 
the penal settlement of San Remon (near Zamboanga) 
He organized a daring escape with six others, and they 
took to the hills. The Spaniards tried in vain to recapture 
them. Spies in disguise were sent, out, whom Pedro dub- 
captured and returned, bound, and with compliments to 
the Spanish authorities.

Eventually he and his companions, Silvcrio. Sabran, 
Tavio, Basilio, and Santulan—all dead now. Pedro was 
telling me with a sigh—crossed the wide strait in a vinl.i 
and landed on Basilan Island. By surprise and strategy 
they captured every town and village except the Spanish 
naval station of Isabela. Every Spanish attempt to capture 
Pedro failed. The Stilus sent some four or five hundred men 
to Basilan, and this force was about to attack Isabela— 
where the garrison happened to be undulv weak. Pedro 
immediately sent word that he and his followers—if assur­
ances were given of future pardon and liberty—would 
ight the Stilus and help the Spaniards—conditions which 
were accepted. He then came between the town and the 
Sulu contingent and kept the enemy off. On Don Remon 
Larracochea and a Spanish lieutenant going out as host­
ages into Pec.ro’s camp, the datto was persuaded to visit 
the Governor and from that time became a stanch and 
loyal friend of the Spanish, who fully recognized his ser- 
vices.

Datto Galun, or Calong, a Sulu, disputed the rights and 
power of Pedro, and constantly opposed him. He even 
Proposed to settle the matter by a personal fight between

™ accepted, and Pedro mortally wounded his 
opponent. The conqueror, who had been ’ nominated a 
datto by Sultan Aliuddin, then assumed his adversary’s name 
by which he is better known to the natives-who numbed 
m all some 1500. This was in 1882, and in t89o the Spanish 
government promised him a yearly allowance of 600 Mexican 
dollars—a promise which was never fulfilled.
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IMPORTANT JOURNEY REMAINS

of the Philippine and Sulu archipelagoes, with their per­
plexing tribes.

There now remains the most important portion of my 
journey across the larger islands—among the weirdest and 
most interesting people of the archipelago.

17

recourse had to be made to paddling—and as the sea was 
getting up pretty high we kept, close to the Basilan shore. 
This being the time; of the change of monsoon—when' for a 
period of weeks the wind is capricious—a favorable breeze 
did eventually arise, and by tacking about we at length 
sighted the Zamboanga lights. We had some little trouble 
in the centre of the strait, owing to the strong current in 
mid-channel which drifted us considerably out of our 
course—a long way beyond (west) Prcsidente Bank and 
Santa Cruz Island. But there was a tine moon above our 
heads, and my two boatmen sang weird songs of their land 
—interrupted occasionally by refreshing shower-baths from 
dashing waves into which we bad run.

My skiff, though small—about sixteen feet long—was 
■wonderfully seaworthy, considering the difficult sea we were 
on; and for want of other amusement I analyzed the five 
sections into which it was divided, the three central ones 
cox ered over with movable decks of split bamboo, the 
sections aft and forward being left open and forming a 
well for the paddlers to squat in. I had a tine opportunity 
for studying the marvellously practical fashion in which the 
outriggers were lashed—in a slightly different mode from 
that of the Bajao—upon a series of double arms, the lower 
being four feet long, the upper only extending two and a 
half feet from the boat’s side, and serving to strengthen the 
lower arm at its weakest point just beyond half its length 
Astern the outriggers were supported by a straight arm 
of hard-wood, whereas the two central supports were curved 
downward at the end and firmly braced, the one aft—where 
the strain was greatest and most constant —being laced 
tight to a secondary horizontal bar above it.

Near Santa Cruz Island we unhappily bumped on a rock- 
on M we stuck fast for a considerable time, our com­
bined efforts-when we had all jumped into the water-not 
being sufficient to lift the heavy boat and get her off. But 
eventually we moved off again, and at last, at midnight- 
or after six hours unsteady navigation—I arrived safe and 
sound in Mindanao, glad-indced, very glad-to have com­
pleted my visits among the innumerable smaller islands

256



-

listed under the following:

•oP

Total: 30,124

Group
43. Yakan

Loc: lit"' 
(Dasilan)

Number
7,290

Beyer in Censo de las Islas Pilipinas, 1921 • TomoII.
under "Los Indonesios", e. ^rciiipiitago de Sulu, p.5'28

"...Los moros a. ales y yakanes continfian siendo fisicaruente mas indoneios 
que malayos, gero en vista, de cue ahora son mahomet'.nos y han adoptado la cultura 
m_l;.ya, lec dejaremos de momento para tratar de ellos en la Altirna seccidn de 
este trabajo..."

Table VIII estimated population by .rincipcl islands 
13, jasilan 478 sq, miles area 

Christians: 3,018 
Mohammedan: 27,106

Table III Classification by at tc of Economic .-.nd social progress, under 
No. 2 ber.i-civilized groups (enjoying partial self-government) under 
... Sedentary agricultural groups.

b) Table V Classification by language a nd dialect , listed under V. Dialects 
known only through manuscript vocabularies or verbal information.

Otic? Boyer. .opulation of the Philippine Islands in/ 1$1'. lianila 1917-

under "Los Malayos". 1. Los .loros Saraales y Grupos Secundarios, p.943.
" La mayor parte del interior de la. Isle de Basilaa esti ocupada nor on 

grupo ihdonesio mahometizado cue se llama yakip. Los yakanes tienen dialecto 
propio y much! costumbrcs peculiares. Tod •,Wa*$e han determinado Sus • .finid:..des 
culturales . >rlmitivas.

p.75-Yakan: Number, 7,290. Loc.: Lost of the interior of the island of '■ silan. Char.: 
Nominally nohaj.i .edan, though their former pagan rites are still largely prac­
ticed. In physical type the Yakans are now much mixed and are essentially a 
.1.1 ay blend. Originally they were probat^y a quite pure Indonesian mixSd with 
the short Mongol type. They are semi-sedentary in culture, carrying cn certam 
amount of dry agriculture and living chiefly on sweet potatoes and the products 
of the chase, '.iomen, as well as men, ?.rear broad, ba^gy trousers in place of the 
us al saronu. Little' is known of their social culture and dialect, and they 
will repay careful study. Ref.: Blumnetritt (14): tavage Landor (1), ’■.breester 
(2).
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The natives are the Yakans, descendants of early i:a.puan settlers who were 
converted to Islamism during the 14th century. Unlike the Moros of Jolo and 
Zamboanga, they are not beach dwellers and fishermen but live on higher Lands 
and make their living by agriculture. As more land is cleared by the lumber 
companiesj Christian Filipinos from the Visayan Islands migrate to BaSilan in 
considerable numbers•

i
BL 11 LL.B, an illund that makes up a part of the province of Zambo. nga del 

Sur, Republic of the Philippines. (gee ZLLC-.i.jG.-). Pop. (i960) 155,712. Area 
495 sc... rd. Until 1948 it was politically a part of Zamboanga City (q.v.) but is 
separated from the city and the Zamboanga peninsula of Mindanao b; Basilcn 
strait, a five-mile channel with strong currents. The island and nearby small 
isles became the charter///ed city of Basilan in 1948. Lost of the isle.nd consists 
of rugged or rolling forested uplands with several peaks of more than 2,000 ft. 
Large lumber- mills have operated on Basilan for at least half a century I The 
soil is more fertile than in most of Mindanao. Lying close to the equator, it is 
south of the typhoon belt and has a truly tropical rain-forest climate.

Basilan differs from ost of the Philippines in that it has a higher percentage 
of plantation agriculture, with rubber dom rating. Other crops are coconuts, rice, 
corn, abaci (Manila hemp), coffee, cacao, pepper and bananas. Rubber, which has 
long been grown on Basilan since 1911, is processed, into crude rubber on the 
plantations and sold to Manila rubber factories. The University of the Philip /ines 
owns a 10,000-ac. 1 nd grant on the northern coast of the island. The principal 
towns are Isabela and Lamitan, both on the north coast.

An. C. - Alden (Denzel) Cutsha.ll. Professor of Geography, University of Tib'nots, 
Chicago. ..rote other articles on Phil, geography for ,,.B.

Encyclopedia Brittan. ca,(1971), vol.3 p. 241,
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FAMILY of Yakans, the 
formal portrait, attired

. tour years may be seen In these 
figures:

In the fiscal year 1952-53, Its 
revenue was estimated at Pl,000,000. 
A favorable trade balance exist­
ed; exports In 1951-52 reached 
PIG,361.168 and In 1952-53, 1953- 
54, the exports were Increased. 
Yet the Importations during these 
periods were much less!

Once Ruled Ey King
In ancient times Basllan Island 

was called • Taglma and was rul­
ed by a king. Subsequently, how­
ever. It became a tributary of the 
Sultanate of Jolo. The earliest set­
tlers are known now as Yakans 
Or the long-haired people of B-- 
sllan. During the fourteenth 
century the Mohammedans from 
Sumatra and Borneo came to set­
tle and spread the Moslem faith on 
the Island.

For many years oasllan was 
known to be a hideout of Moro 
pirates. In 1884. the Spaniards oc­
cupied the northern part of Ba- 
silan and a few years later they 
established a military base In Isa­
bela and built a stone fort which 
was named "Fuerte de Ysabela 
Segunda" In honor of Queen Ysa- 
bel of Spain. This fort stood as a 
reminder of Castilian rule until 
liberation when American bombs 
pounded it to rubbles. In 1879. the 
"Hospital Naval" was constructed

A MONG THE least known el- 
ties In the Philippines Is 
Basllan, which actually Is 
an island, lush and lovely,' 

nestling In the azure expanse of 
the Sulu sea. What little has been 
written about It has been, for the 
most part, unfavorable; what Is 
worse, untrue; For Basllan, often 
enough, has been dubbed as the 
Island of Sudden Death, the Is­
land of Terror, Smugglers’ Para­
dise, Home of Mindanao’s Modern 
Blackbeards, etc. So that It Is not 
strange that whenever a traveler 
going south decides to visit Basl­
lan, the first questions he Invar­
iably asks are: Am I safe to stay 
In Basllan? What sort of people 
live there? Is It true that tlie city 
Is bandit-ridden? And what of the 
wild, long haired natives?

These wild questions can only 
be answered by an actual visit to 
Basllan and perhaps by delving 
Into her history. For Basllan city 
Is the least known among the 
cities In the Philippines.

And yet Basllan is the largest 
city in the Philippines in point 
of territorial extent. It has a to­
tal land area, Including the ag­
gregate land area of the adjacent 
Islands, of 1,359 square kilometers. 
Its' revenue exceeds the mllllon- 

' peso mark. In fact an indication 
of Its progress over a period of

Bastian City

It is the largest Philippine city, 
yet the least known. The island bustles 
with trade in copra, lumber, rubber



BASILAN CITY
continued

Grim reports of widespread banditry have reached Manila. 3
On the contrary, Basilan is comparatively peaceful
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LOCAL POLICE 
ate In keeping peace and

of Ba,Han 
Roughly a

part ot Zamboanga province. In 
1837 It was made port ot the then 
newly-created City of Zamboanga, 

a chartered city 
the

: X-CT

mm 7M
If

banditry, aa often reported. <Ls 
not true. Of late, there has been 
a resurgence of lawlessness in the 
hinterlands aggravated by feudal 
dlrlfes and by escaped convlcU 
from the Iwahlg penal colony who 
went back to Basilan in an at­
tempt to revenge persona who had 
sent them to prison. But hopes 
are high that with the PC and 
the police keenly watching every 
movement of the lawless elements, 
banditry and lawlessness will soon 
be wiped out here. Actually, it 
Is possible for one to walk about 
Bastion's 135,500 hectares and not 
hear or see an act of violence; 
try that In Manila sometime!
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STONE FORT called th* Fuerte Ysabela de Se* 
guna, was built by tha Spaniard* In 1884. Dur-
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Ing the war It wat reduced to rubble by American 
bomba. The City Hall la now located near the aite.

on a shoal near the Isabela beach. 
The hospital in the sea remained 
standing also until liberation when 
It was similarly destroyed by 
bombing. Now only the strong 
molave posts stand where 'the 
structure nau oeen.

During-Spanish times and dur­
ing the American regime, Basi­
le.? has always been a political

per cent' are Christians. The rest 
are Mohammedans (Moros) be­
longing to the Yakan’, jolohano. 
Samal tribes, with aliens (mostly 
Chinese) comprising only ohe per 
cent of the total population. The 
early Christian settlers were from 
Zamboanga and during revolu­
tionary days, many came io settle

people compose a major part of 
the Moro populr .ion. But they are 
not a problem to the peace and 
security of the Island. They are 
peace loving people whose main 
occupation Is tilling their lauds In 
the hills and raising cattle. They 
are mostly located In the hinter­
lands of Lamltan, in Tlpo-Tipo, . 
Bule-Bule, Tumnhubong, Mungal 
and the western mountains of 
Basilan.

The other non-Chrlstlan popu­
lace are the Joloanos. But they 
are few In Basllpn to constitute 
a problem to the peace and order 
situation. Bedldes, most of them 
have turned farmers altho many

/
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Is ’lined with prosperous business 
third of the populace is Christian.

8-j

and Philippine Constabulary troopers collabor< 
There Is no organized banditry.

^5-

S;..J
'0,000 yearly. Rubber 
Manila', ahce-makera.

products. The agricultural por­
tion Is rich and adaptable to all 
kinds of crops. Coconut and rub­
ber are grown In great abundance. 
Copra products account for a yearly 
Income of M,000,000, rubber about 
1*2,000,000, while lumber and logs 
ure the blggesrt exports of the city. 
It Is said that Basilan city can 
con enlently ncommodate a po­
pulation ten times Its present 
number of inhabitants!

No Organised Banditry
Being the Immediate neighbor 

of the Sulu archipelago, Basilan 
city has a constant problem ot 
being the backdoor of bad ele­
ments from Jolo. But organized

here from Cavite and from other 
Luzon and Vlsayan provinoes. 
Most o* the later settlers come 
from Panay, Cebu, Bohol and 
Oriental Negros.

The advent of Christians chang­
ed In many aspects the social con­
dition of the people. The Christ­
ians also brought with them their 
respective' customs and traditions V 

with the natives.
The result

FOREIGN 8HIPS com® to Basilan regularly to load export logs, lumber
. .' « •**.*- ’ ■ - ..................... • . ■ . - ,• -n.. .> • -. - •

make their living by fishing, 
great number of them have 
ready adopted customs 
Christians brothers,

Samals, the last of the 
Christian tribes are all fishermen. 
They live In shacks built on the 
water by the beaches. Others live 
In vlntas. They are the most 
backward people among the non- 
Chrlstlan tribes here but they are 
peaceful.

Rich In Timber
The City of Basilan Is one of 

the most fertile regions In Min­
danao. It has vast forest resourc­
es with an almost Inexhaustible 
supply of timber and other forest

Basilan became
In 1M8, during the time of
Congressman Juan 8. Alano.

PoptalaUan: 150 AO#
Basllan’a total population la es

Unrated to be 150,000. About 55

g* x • *
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Uit'cMtnut V*. 01 <-umb,r Company and
*nd rubl»r Plantation. In th. background.

and mingled 
Others Inter-married.
was that there Is now a coming- 
ling of customs, the basis of filial — 
ties and mutual relations between 
the Christians and the . non- 
Chrlstlans.

The Yakans, or the long haired

i’2^.
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Copra product, account for PS,000,000 
plantations supply raw latox to I



Tuesday 9 July 1968The Evening News

Basibn Observes Annua! Feast
I-

1

3

.'- ot

h

DBP

01 J w

The nor-Christian tribes 
are the Yakans, the Tav.- 
sugs (or Joloanos). Sa* 
ma-lauans.

He won in two succes­
sive local elections as ma­
yor.

He has 
public

(SGD.) FERDINAND E. MARCOS 
President cf the Philippines The 

• in 
and.

I
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Mayor Brown continued 
to serve as appointed ma­
yor until the 1955 elec­
tion. In the November 8. 
1955 polls. Mayor Brown 
—standard bearer of NTs 
in Basilan won overwhelm­
ingly as first elective ma- 
yor of the city.

I

..

By RUFINO D. DIAZ
(Research Project 

Supervisor)
EVENING NEWS

He pacified the area and 
drove the invaders. He 
was Pedro Cuevas Sr. and 
his exploits are well re­
membered.

attempted to occupy Ba- 
silan but failed to gain a 
permanent foothold and 
were finally forced to 
abandon its aim of con­
quest.

ITS HISTORY a PEOPLE
lan City was Nicasio Vai- 
derosa. He remained as 
city executive until 1953 
following defeat of the 
Liberal Party and the 
election of Ramon Mag- 
saysay as president.

Brown was 
mayor after 

He a>«

DBP Manager Vicente 
Gargaritano wishes io 
announce the Official 
Opening of ihe DBP Ba* 
sllan Agency. The Agen*.

I
I

iical^prisoner of the Spa- cy is located at the Alano 
Building fronting Strong 
Boulevard, formerly oc-

Brov.m was 
mayor

7'

wpens

Tranquillity in Basilan 
goes hand in hand with 
the beauty of the Place. 
For this mayor Brown is to 
be thanked. Now on his 
fourth form, he personal­
ly led "Operation Kuako” 
to combat pirates and

8......
' - .
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In 1881. a municipal 
hail was built near the 
naval station in Isabela. 
Roads park and a water 
system was built. In J,r - 
uary 18?9. the people of 
Usabela elected a gover­
nor and a municipal pre­
sident to start a self gov­
ernment. This, was how­
ever, short-lived, for a 
new government was es­
tablished by the Arr.c-r- 
cans who came in Decern, 
ber of the same year.

Leroy S.
named military 
with the power to appoint 
officials and employees. 
Some officials who served 
in the military govern, 
meat were Cesar Cliraaeo 
(former LP senatorial 
candidate), cecrelary to 
the mayor; Monico Luna 
(former city assessor of 
Zamboanga City) treasur­
er; and Rafael Climaco 
(now CFI Judge), judge.

Leroy S. 
appointed 
Valderosa's term, 
sumed office in January 
1954.

Speak of southern Pkl'- 
ippines and you r 
numerous places 
Taw'-Tawi is often cited 
for its tourist appeal- 
Zamboanga is immors- 
ized In a song popular in 
the Philippines. Basilan 
has a worthy bid in the 
galaxy of southern places 
deserving of a visit. You 
Will see in Basllan a 
unique and picturesque 
city and find a curious 
blend of cultures.

bandits and the whole 
scheme of lawlessness in 
the hinterlands, 
undertaken vast 
works projects.

The Yaksns are the dis­
tinct tribe of no. -Niris- 
tlans, found only in Ba­
silan Island and Its en­
virons. There men and 
women wear their hair 
long and dress almost 
alike. It is said that the 
Yakans are among tho 
earliest settlers in Basilan,

The Development Bank 
of the Philippines gran‘- 
ed loans to the City of 
Basilan, as of January 
31, 1968 in the total 
amount of ?1,839,292.15. 
Approved Ioans pending 
releases — tH.500.f'00.00 
and an estimated 'nan ap_ 
plication received, pend-

Basilan City might well 
be in song and story, 
truly an "Island City Pa­
radise."

Southern Philippines — 
with the panoramic splen­
dor of lt8 background of 
tropic seas — its lush 
terrain profusely dotted 
with prosperous planta­
tions and Its conglomera* 
tion of colorful people, is 
exotic and exciting. Here’s 
where Basilan nestle coa­
ly in the arure expanse of 
the Sulu Sea, the only 
island city of the Philip­
pines, three times the size 
cf New York City.

Some 522 nautical miles 
south of Manila, Basilan 
can be reached by a 
plane in a little over twc« 
hour flight. The place 
abounds with interesting 
tourist spots. At once a 
stranger could sense the 
dramatic saga of a people 
emerging resolutely from 
an ancient atmosphere of 
turmoil and strife to a 
new era of tranquility 
amity.

There are no extensive 
historical data on Basilan, 
Known, however, as the 
early settlers of the place 
were the Papuans, They 
inhabited the coastal areas 
until Mohammedans from 
Borneo -.nd Sumatra ar­
rived in the I4th century 
to spread the Moslem 
faith.

There was a (ime the 
Bo.’lan was a hideout of 
pirates. In the early part 
of th® 17th century, Spa­
niards gained foothold in 
Basilan. They converted 
many inhat-ttans to Chris­
tianity.

Cathoife missionaries 
started to frequent the 
Island after the Spaniard. 
Navy rid ‘he place of p . 
rates. In *881. the French

and many of them still 
retain their ancient cul­
ture and wavs of life. 
They are by nature peace­
ful and are mostly far­
mers.

The Sama-'auans are 
caled the "sea gypsies." 
because they live In vii • 
tas or in houses built on 
water along the shores. 
They live on fishing and 
follow primitive ways of 
life. They are vaunted 
sailors and swimmers.

Basilan produces rub­
bers, coconut, coffee, ca­
cao, black pepper, abaca, 
vanilla and fruits. 
people also engaged 
livestocks, poultry 
home industries.

I take great pleasure te extending greetings 
1-. the people and official,, of Basilan City, on 
the occasion of their city fiesta.

The fiesta has always been a deep-rooted 
tradition of our t-cople, and as our disposition 
toward In< . Illness and hospitality. As such, 
therefore, It is a tradition worth preserving.

My best wishes for a scecesaful fiesta and 
for the greater prosperity and happiness to all 
of jou.

The city of Basilan was 
established in 1948 by 
Republic Act No. 288 au­
thored by then Congress­
man Juan S. Alano. First 
appointed mayor of Bas -

SasHan

t *-•_ EX*. I H

During the Y/orld War 
II, the Japanese forces 
established n puppet local 
governments in Isabela 
and Lamitan. This form 
of government ceased af­
ter Libration by the Ame­
rican forces. A military 
government was estab­
lished by the Americans.

In the northeastern 
part of the island, in 
what :b now known as 
Lam’-t&n, an escaped poll­

ing processed and re. 
commendation — P600. - 
000.00 or a grand total 
of ?1.39.292.15. Aproved 
loans pending releases— 
P2,500.000.00 and an 
timitud loan application 
received, pending pre* 
Cxsed and recommend?., 
tion — P6p0.u00.0fi or a

Scenic spots abound in 
Basilan. As one makes 
a trip through the city 
outskirts, he sees beaut - 
ful row of coconuts and 
rubber trees. He may 
drop by at a plantation to 
see how rubber sap is 
collected and later pro­
cessed at the mills.

grand total of ?4,939,292- 
15.

The people of B»s»Ian 
may now transact their 
business with ‘he DBP 
Basilan Agency, such 
paying their loan amort- 
zatjons or apSy’ng for 
loans. wilhou' Travelling 
to Zamboanga City.

To preclude further 
possibilities of other for­
eign powers coming to 
subjugate the island, the 
Spanish government es­
tablished a military base 
and build up a strong 
stone fort ‘‘Fuerte de 
Ysabeka Segunda” in ho­
nor to the Queen of Spain, 
Isabela II. A naval sta­
tion along Isabela coast 
was also esfablished by 
the Spaniards. A “Hospi­
tal Naval” was built in 
1597 and a tj ldlng often 
referred to as '‘hospital in 
the sea’* since it could be 
reached only by means of 
floating crafts.

The Tausugg come from 
Sulu. They are noted for 
their adventurous spirit 
and courage. The Tausugs 
of Basilan have turned to 
peaceful ways of life as 
a whole, but their brothers 
in Sulu easily become 
violent when provoked. 
Some have become far­
mers, while others go into 
fishing or interisland 
trade.

nlards succeeded in mak­
ing himself s leader of a _________, _...... wv.
Stable number of Moros, cv--:«?d by the Basilan 
and he became a Data. V Reading Center.

Ports and harbors, 
among the nation s finest, 
are in Basilan. One may 
also take a motor h^t 
and see Basilan beach re­
sort.-. When one is through 
with the round of the 
island city, he probably 
settles in a hotel room — 
a vantage point from 
which to view the Isabela 
sunset, a fascinating 
blend of colors as dusk 
ushers in.

Ou the occasion of the Isabela Fiesta on 
July 8, 1958, I would like tc extend my warmest 
greetings and best wishes tc the people of Basi­
lan.

As cekbrale our. fiesta ltd us look up to 
God Almighty with thanksgiving, gratitude and 
humility in our hearts ior the many blessings he 
hap showered on us. A'l about us we can see 
projects aJre.id.'' templ^ted or In the process of 
completion — tangible evidences of the efforts 
exerted by ‘he administration to make Basilan 
2s progressive and prusperrua as possible. Our 
pe&co and order condition — while leaving much 
to be desired compares very favorably with those 
of other ehanered cities In the PFF’ippines. Yes, 
Basilan City has grown and flourished with the 
yearg — arc for this we should be thankful.

Let Gs Dot r^st cn our Eaurelg however, hut 
let every Basileno ro.-oAe :g make -l his duty 
and responsibility to dedicate big energies and 
taler-te io a more progressive, a more prosperous 
Basilan City,

City cf Basilan, June 25, 1988,

tSGDj L. S. BRQWN
Mayor
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school buildings, and

O

Basilan is & show-window of the Filipino pioneering spirit. Simultaneously 
v.ith the clearing of the forests of Ltmdanao. ,'r.silan emerged to be one of the 
busiest centers in the south.

"Go ’.vest young man", and .-.merican dreamer once advised. This beca...e the 
rallying point in America’s transition .from wildernsssEtoowbrld power. The^same 
statement but only in a different direction proved to the rallying point in the 
development of l<indr.nao: "Go/ South, young man", Basilan became the land of 
;.iilk (md. honey for. the ambitious Filipino youth seeking his own place in the sun.

x.rlrce is not%vernight as Rome vms not built in one day. The story of a 
tov.ii or city or nation is coupled with ingenuity, the fortitude, the courage, and 
strength of its _.eopL. . r.r.turally,-such qualities have to given proper.incentive 
by.sons of destiny. i-Ien of visions'hage to be born for a people who need to 
oean upon a tower of strength.

Two of Basilan’s sons have been responsible for its progress. They .ere the 
late Don Rufino diaz, Sr., and Don Juan Alano 3r. The two ..ere great philanthro­
pists". Diaz, a Bp nish descendant, and a Gounsilor of Basilan for several terms, 
lifted his position with his love to the poor. Both ..lano, . nd Diaz were rich 
and philanthropic. They made donations, in'the for..a of 
construction of roads.

They were highly concerned about peace and order, a/ seemingly unbelievable 
story oes that Diaz was able to pacify a bund of bandits and bring them to 
normal life, not with the fight of the kris, a gun, but merely with the art of 
friendly’ persuasion.

Both had been hard workers, and- therefore, they realized the.sad plight of 
being poor. Eaziy still remember their magnificence and 'thehy regard s-hem with 
the highest esteem and reverence. Basilan has-proved.grateful to them with 
the naming of streets in their honor.
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(Continued from page 1) 
amends PD 339, res­
tores to the municipali­
ty of Ampatuan 13 of 
the 27 barangays that 
were separated from it 
to form Esperanza.

The 13 barangays re­
turned to Ampatuan, 
which belong to the pro­
vince of Maguindanao, 
are: Matangabong, Ka- 
uran, Mao, Talisawa, 
Saning, Tomidor, Tu- 
bak, Kamasi, Tukang- 
logong, Kayakaya, Su- 
gadol, Banaba, and 
Makanding.

President Marcos 
issued yesterday Pres­
idential Decree No. 593, 
defining the boundaries 
of Basilan city and 
creating seven new mu­
nicipalities in Basilan 
province.

Another’ decree, No. 
593, reduces the area of 
Esperanza town in Sul­
tan Kudarat province.

As defined by PD 
593, Basilan city co­
vers an area of 4 by 4.5 
kilometers. It includes 
the former poblacion of 
Isabela and all baran­
gays within a radius of 
three kilometers from 
it. Among the baran­
gays are Campong Ba- 
ro, Binuangan, Tabia- 
wan, Busay, Lanote, 
San Rafael, Menzi, Ku- 
malarang, and Kabong 
Bata.

On the other hand, 
the new town of Isabe­
la embraces the remain­
ing barrios and sitios of 
the former municipality 
of Isabela. It remains 
the provincial capital, 
with its seat of govern­
ment located at baran- 
gay Begang.

The other towns of 
Basilan province are lo­
cated on the island of 
Basilan and the nearby 
islets. They include the 
previously constituted 
municipalities of Malu- 
so and Lamitan and the 
new ones, namely: Lan- 
tawan, Sumipsip. Tipo- 
tipo, Tuburan, Tapian- 
tana, Malamawi and Pi- 
IdS.

PD 596, which 
(Turn is page 8, col. 8J
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The i - .nd c .' ?• oilr.n used to be called "Iola de T-,jLta". The kna.-n early 
settlers arc the Papuans from .lew uinec.. r-ost of them settled around the 
coastci areas of Basil*, n.

In the 14th century, the .-lohamedans from nearby Borneo one Sumatra arrived 
bringing with them their ci/vilization aid spre ding the Mohamedan faith wherever 
they went.

In the early l?th century, the Spaniards, together .ith some Catholic iss- 
ioncries came to easilan converting numerous inhabitants to Christianity.

In 1834, a contingent of french forces tried to occt ,-y the island but were 
repulsed by the Spanish navy forcing the former to give up/ its plans of occupa­
tion .

To insure them am. -le protection the Spaniards built a stone fort to serve 
os a formidable bastion against the intrusions of forcing ...a-rers ■ They named the 
fort, "Fuerte de Isabela Segunda", in honor of queen Is- Bella II of Spain. .. nawl 
hos itc.1 was built on the shoal fronting ths finger -..-harvcc. This "hospital in 
the sea" and the fort .ere destroyed during: the second L'orld ar.

In 1878, an escaped political prisoner fro:.: Cavite iho was serving sentence 
in San Ramon Penal Farm in Zsmoanga escaped to Basilan. He is Pedro Cuevas who 
became the famous Datu Kalung. ..courageous :..an imbued with indomitably qualities 
of sagacity and leadership, ho succeeded in ridding Basilan of outlai ry, idit- 
ry and piracy. He was, above all, responsible in uniting th.: natives into one 
cohesive people. A master strategist, he succeeded in repulsing the incur- 
sion^of the Sultan of Sula who considered Basilan his tribal.ry. Mis exploits 
arc legendary and he towers like a colossus above any and nil other g; dieno. 
Cuevas was elected provincial executive up to the ti e // the Spaniards left 
Basilan on l.ay 16, 1899. He died in -July 16. 1904.

From the time the Sp..: lards left the island up to the arrival of the ;..eri- 
cans, Jasilan was always regarded as part of the political subdivisions of Zambq 
conga, When. tairiboanga became city in 1937, Basilan likewise became ■?. political 
part of the City of l.:.:bce.ngs.. So that in ansi.'er to the uemuids of the inhabitants 
for a separate local government, the then Congressman Juan S. Alone filed ■ bill 
numbered Republic Act 288, creating the City of Basilan. This is the 26th year of 
the City’s existence.

Basilan*s first appointed City Hayor was the lute .ion. Nicasio Valderrosa. 
The incumbent ; ayor is Hon. Leroy Brown-who has served as City i-j.yor for the last 
21 years.

The Province of Basilan ub erected by virtue of Presidential Decree Ho. 356. 
.-. subsequent President!; 1 Decree numbered 593 was issued by I-is Excellency, Pres­
ident Ferdinand . .. .rcos, delineating the boundaries between the Province and 
the City of LA.silan, The decree also -proved the creation of ten (10) municipa­
lities, n.mely, Isabel;;, Lamitan, lialuso, -.alau'i, Lanta, an, Giodsi-. T: yivnta 
Tuburo.n, Tipo-Tipo and. Pilus.

The first hilitray Governor for the province i.m.o Col Tomas ". Nariauil, Jr., 
Co.a.ending Officer of the 2nd Brigade, 4th Division, Ba. He was succeeded by 
He; r . ■< ii’.-l Ilomulo ... Lspaldcn, Deputy Chi:f of Stuff of the .-.FP. SC-. i-t-Ci . 
Co.rm;’.nder, nilitory fhipervisor u.-.d Incumbent Governor of the Province of T-.- .i-Twvi
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Basilan is a_—noria, tely 16 n utic' 1 riles to Bamboarvja City and / boat 518 
nautical .riles from .-anils, ?. distance that can be ccnvenientl 
hour 15 minutes by 2ALJ1T from the i.aboan^a City airport.

Included as . art of its territorial jurisdiction are some 55 beautifully- 
scattered island and islets. These islands are inhabited b„ the cultural mino­
rities notably the ..oslems.

Tile entire land area of the province is about 135,879 hectares, 49 times 
biojer than the arc of aanila.

Out of its up. roxinr.'.te pepul tion of 162,700, about 55 to 60 er cent belongs !

a FACTS
(Continued from page 2) 
and Tagalog, ’

The official Cower of the prov­
ince of Basllan is “JADE VINE.”

Copra Is Its major product. 
It produces about 5.009 tons of 
copra per month and because of 
Its high-grado quality it com­
mands a respectable price in the 
world market.

Statistics chow that Basllan Is 
the biggest raw rubber produ­
cer in file country. It is the 
only place In the Philippines 
wliera African Palm OU Is 
planted. And the only place 
whet® * highly modernized pro­
cessing plant lor thia type of oil 
Is situated.

Ito «OU la highly fertile, and 
can grow almost any plant like 
cotfeo, cacao, pepper, etc., in 
commercial quantities. It has a 
modern coffee and cacao pro­
cessing plant. Fruits like the 
luscious durian and marang the 
sweet, juicy lanzones, the dc- 
UghtM sweetness of the mangga 
jiranl and many more are plentl- 
ful in Basilan. The sweetest 
lanzones In the Philippines call­
ed ■’Baglsong” are found In Ba- 
siZaxi*

The waters around Basilan 
abound with a myriad array of 
varied spiles cf Xish that can 
easily Bupply a big fish-canning 
factory. the most po­
pular ipeeies are the tullngan, 
(tuna), tanggln&gi, tarakiiok, 
kulambal, lapxwhpu, catenas, 
mantis, baracuda and many 
others, Foreign experts who 
have visited thia island province 
stated that its fishing grounds 
are ttmong the richest In the 
world,

The original natives In Basllan 
are the Yakans and many or 
them still wear their colorful 
native costumes, the cloth ma­
terials of which, are woven by 
anciently designed but highly 
complex weaving looms. The 
Yakans are mostly farmers. An­
other trihe like the Tausugs in 
Basllan originally came from 
Jola. They are mostly mer­
chant! and traders. The Bad- 
jaqs, another minority group, 
make fishing their livelihood. 
The Samal tribes are either far- 
jmerB, landowner* or Business- mac.

BASILAN
iCon tinned from page 2) 
M. Espaidon, Deputy Chief o£ 
Staff of the Aimed Forces ol 
the Philippines, SOWESCOM 
Coinmahder, - Military supervi­
sor and concurrently provincial 
Governor of Tawi-TaWij has re­
placed Col. KanqUll as BX’dl&n’s 
Acting Provincial Governor. 
Like the former Military Gover­
nor, Admiral Espaldon is also 
an adopted Son of this province 
and was one of those Who la­
bored. for the conversion of Ba­
silan City Into a province. His 
wise, . tactful and dedicated 
leadcrship^has greatly advanced 
the caure of peace, understand- . 

\ . - jng and unity among the dlffer- 
..CTtt- tribes In the Province of 
Basllan. In his capatltv as a 
high, rtnltlhy Military Officer of 
the Armed Fortes of the Phillb- 

. plr.es, he lias won for himself 
the admiration s.nd resoect 6f his 
colleagues In tlio AFP as the 
guardian bt freedom In this part 
of the csiffltry. This Is easily 
attributed to llts devotion to 
duty, honor and country.

On account of his manifold du­
ties requiring his personal at­
tention he could not always bn 
in Basll&h. lie Is therefore ably 
assisted by another competent 
career military man In the per­
son Of CM. Florencio F. Mag- 
sino. Col. Magsino la at present 
the overall Military Comman­
der and Assistant Military Su­
pervisor of iir.ril.in. He belongs 
to 016 famous TABAC Division, 
formerly headed by Maj. Gen? 
Rafael Zagala, now the Com­
manding General of the Philip­
pine Army. He is likewise com­
petently assisted by Cob Rech- 
redo A. Calvo, the energetic De­
puty Brigade Commander, a mi­
litary man dedicated to the ser- 
Vied.

stewardship of al! 
these distinguished gentlemen 
working hand in hand with the 
provincial officials and em­
ployees and backed up by the 
unstinted cooperation »f the peo.

national government, 
this province can hopefully look 
forward to an era 61 peace pro- 
gresa and prosperity which have to”®?1? “S®” tfia hithe ® 
tp beautiful and enchanted land 

“ans

to the cultural minorities.
The province has .-.n estimated income of P2,300,000.00. This can easily be 

auj.iented as so. n as _cc.ec and order shall have teturned to normalcy.
The dialects spoken are: Yc.kan, 'Tauspy, f

n-Ilonggc (con't on page 17)
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Spanish navy.

about 518 nautical miles 
from Manila, a distance 
of one hour and ’5 mi­
nutes bv plane. It has a

—hectares7"au times larger 
than the city of Manila.

sent finger wharves.
Pedro Cuevas, a politi­

cal prisoner from Cavite 
imprisoned at the San Ra­
mon prison and penal co­
lony in Zamboanga city 
escaped jail in 1878. He 
sought refuge in a place 
in Basilan what is now 
known as the municipa­
lity of Lamitan.

Cuevas, who later on 
was known as Datu Ka- 
lung, became an acknow­
ledged leader of the Ya- 
kan natives who, through 
his courageous leadership, 
successfully defended the 
place from the attacks of 
forces of the Sultan of Su­
lu who believed Basilan 
was his tributary.

Cuevas was later elect­
ed provincial executive 
until the Spanish authori­
ties abandoned the island 
on May 16, 1899. He died 
on July 16, 1904.

When the Americans 
established a civil govern­
ment in Basilan, the is­
land formed part of the 
old province of Zam­
boanga. It was later di­
vided into two municipal 
districts. Isabela became a 
regular municinality af­
terwards and the peonle 

t^nir town ofe>- 
(Continued on page 27)

/

A stone fort named 
“Fuerto de Isabela Segun- 
Ha,” in honor of Queen 
Isabela II of Spain, was 
constructed by the Spa­
nish authorities to protect 
the place from invaders. 
Likewise, a naval hospital

— _1__ on the 
shoals fronting the pre-

By V. P. AREVALO 
(Bulletin Correspondent)

BASILAN CITY, Dec. 
27 — The island province 
of Basilan on its way to 

.progress because of im­
proved peace and order 
condition, marks the first 
anniversary of its creation 
as a province today, 
Dec. 27.

The celebration center­
ed on the municipality of 
Lamitan with varied acti­
vities that started with a 
parade, a literary-musical 
program, athletic festival 
and highlighted with the 
crowning of Miss Basilan 
province.

Rear Admiral Romulo 
E s p a 1 d o n. Southwest 
Command chief, who is 
the concurrent interim mi­
litary governor, headed 
provincial officials and lo­
cal inhabitants in the ob­
servance of the anniver­
sary.

Basilan is located some 
16 nautical miles from

It was in the 17th cen­
tury that Spain, with its 
missionaries colonized the da,' 
island and converted its 
inhabitants to the Christ­
ian faith. In 1884, a con­
tingent of French forces 
tried to occupy the island ,_______ _______
but was repulsed by the was also built

The early inhabitants of 
___  Basilan were believed to 

Zamboanga city and have originated from Pa­
pua, New Guinea, who 
settled along the sea­
coast. But in the 14th cen- 

—,las a tury, the settlers from 
total landjirfguof-l 35.879 Borneo and Sumatra came 

and spread the Muslim 
faith.
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i

Among the colorful Yakan of Basilan, 
when studies of the Koran are completed 
a “graduation” ceremony is held to com­
memorate the important event. In pre­
paration for the ceremony this boy’s face 
is painted in white dot patterns highlighted 
by blackened eyebrows and sideburns, 
decorations also used for the bride and 
groom during weddings.
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A YAKAN WEDDING
HONOR.IN THEIRAMONG THE WEDDING CELEBRANTS TO PRESIDE AT ABRIDE AND GROOM TAKE THEIR SEATS

<. • *

i

in Mindanao that 

and traditions

1

I

arc performed by a
among the poor, but among the princes, the blue-bloods 

performed with all the panoplies equivalent to their rank.

SPECIAL PROGRAM TO BE HELD

ONE OF THE TRIBAL
have to this day held on to their customs 

is that of the Yakans. They live in the western |>arl of 

Basilan Island and the islands of the Tapul Group. During 
the filming of “Molave” in Basilan, photographer Cecilio 

Sioson stumbled upon a Yakan wedding in a little village 

and made a pictorial which we arc reprinting on this 

spread. The Yakans, whose warlike qualities like the Tau- 

sogs had been subdued with the advent of the American 

regime, still do the war-dance and the Paujalay, a dance 

rite performed by the bride and groom before their wed­
ding takes place. The couple are usually dressed in their 

finery, both have their faces painted with white elaborate 
pointilist pattem, and both dance to the tune of the a gong 

and cymbals. After the Paujalay, couple and wedding par­
ty proceed to the Langa, a kind of mosque, or church, 

where the wedding rites are held in all solemnity— 

high priest called Seriff, who is assisted by an ordinary priest 
or Cachil, who arc

GROOM perform, the Poujalay or wedding dance 
prior to hi* marriage at the Langa, accompanied by 
relative, who bring over a ,et of ogong, and cymbal,.

in front of the Koran. Wedding riles 
called Pandila. The rites are usually rare 
mostly sons ol dams, rajas and sultans, these



WOMEN GUESTS AT THE WEDDING POSE IN FULL HOLIDAY ATTIRE. THEY ARE MOSTLY OF MIXED BLOOD WHOSE GRANDMOTHERS CAME AS CHRISTIAN SLAVES.

j
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helmel and holding

; i 
! I
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BRIDE poses with her father before wed­
ding rites and before white paint of 
elaborate tracery is -applied on her face.

i !
i I

5 r I ugOogf. .4 1

thl» WMk / January 22, 1H1 /

B i ft

/
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HIS FACE dotted with white paint in pointilist pat­
tern, groom watches program held in his honor 
while a servant holds an umbrella over his head.

A YAKAN WOMAN, wearing a helmel and holding a 
kris, shows she is one of Cachrls or princely blood.
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How the Yakans Marry and Are Buried
By FE G. CALO

with

the

COLOFUL RITES

elbows

ihique for which 
clan is known.

A MARVELOUS 
ISLAND-CITY

My 
Corazon

wish the best things 
thy life forever.”

THE ACTUAL 
SETTING

na-
puma- 

My sis-

to 
for

when 
formed

days and 
ing on 
feast.

AT YAKAN funeral: (1) bamboo 
carriage which bears corpse (2) dead 
Yakan wrapped in white cloth, 
(3) Sajura Saddain, the dead Yakan 
dende covered with a white cloth 
where her dresses were laid. 

Four-cornered umbrella shades corpse. (3a) 
coconut shell, scraped and cleaned, 
container for placenta and internal 
organs. (3b) cooked rice wrapped in 
young banana leaves, shaped like a 
cone and covered, carried during the 
procession to be eaten later by those 
who attended funeral. (4) shallow 
grave with extra compartment where 
dead is deposited and covered with 
white cloth, followed by heavy 
slabs of wood cut from fresh or 
living trees. Knots are loosened to 
“let Sajura’s spirit walk freely when 
the god calls her."

was 
a pil- 

nicely- 
Hc did not

As I thought, it 
threc-in-o n e affair 
Panglimang Basi’s

£ _______

A leu c
Yakan wedding, a 
decoration called

teeth.
they go, betel nuts
’ - j in their bags 

cans are always
- their spit.

mostly 
ly 

pukaelluman” 
livelihood), 

the “tiangge" 
sell ground 

a s sa v a).
women are

a white handkerchief is 
returned to the bride’s pa­
rents. A mark will prove 
the daughter’s virginity 
and if there is no such 
mark, a part of the dowry 
will be returned to the 
bridegroom’s parents.”

But whether, the wed- stand why they had 
ding is for three days or 
for one day, the “kulin- 
tangan" and the “agong” 
is played rhythmically for 

* d nights depend- 
the length of the 

I also noticed that 
firecrackers are not alien 
io the Yakans and guns 
did not frighten them at 
all.

The wedding table is 
improvised out of bamboo 
and betel trunks. Dendes 
and leilas. old or young 
alike, dine on boiled beef 
and rice.

All these — eaten with 
“siling pasiti or labuyo” 
(pepper) in their meals. 

M y first encounter 
with the hot sauce. I ask-

ry unless 
the ‘test of 
her wedding 

i night? Where can a wo­
man bleed to death with­
out the help of a doctor?

A RESPECTABLE 
CROWD 

informant, 
de 

al wax’s beside 
ever we went, 
me t 
before leaving for Bast­
ian. I learned through cor-

A Ya- 
parcel 

of land, a small hue and 
two or three cows. A cow 

the 
the 

Another 
be sold for the

Not abroad. Here in the 
j Philippines. In a city 

hanging beneath the und- 
; derbellv-of Mindanao like 
j a luscious fruit waiting to 

be picked. Or. like one 
of the broken limbs of a 

: stooping kangaroo.

eat live 
■ sea cucumbers seasoned 
: with fish entrails and sea 
i weeds? What people al- 
1 ways wear holos tucked 
I at their waist, and still 
j are among the most res- 
| pectful in the world? 
i Where do parents of the 

bride return to the groom 
i part of the dow 
I sh e passes 
I virginity’ on

locked fingers 
the mouth of a 
cup.

The imams loosened the 
tics on her neck, waist and 
legs “so that she could 
rise and walk easily when 
god calls her spirit”. My 
eyes darted from Sajura’s 
husband to her folk who 
like other Yakans have a 
big “pira” (bolo) tucked 
at rhe waist. I trembled 
with the thought that any­
one might run amok and 
I would be the first to lie 
headless. Rut the smell of 
burning incense from the 
grave calmed me down.

ed for Coca-Cola 
tears in mv eves.
A MOMENT OF FEAR, 
PITY AND WONDER

I was about to leave 
Yakanland after two weeks 

t lella, Eteng. in­
us of a dead den­

de. Sajura Saddain, a mo­
ther of three healthy 
children gave birth to a 
seven-pound boy. Then 
she suffered internal he­
morrhage. Nobody tried 
to call a doctor. Rev. Bro. 
Dr. Jose Ma. Torres, C- 

a Claretian mission- 
who used to attend 

their needs could not 
his profession 
was given per- 

•nly last Aug-

; we 
ceremonies and

of our brother
i Filipinos are more foreign 

than those ol the

And then 1 have met 
the Yakans.

A MYSTERIOUS 
LOST TRIBE

The Yakans arc a proud 
descendant of the Pa­
puans — hardy sea-far er s 
who migrated from the 
East Indies to the Sulu 
Archipelago and adjacent 
islands. Thcx were the ori­
ginal inhabitants of the

As the chanting went 
on. the perfume was spray­
ed on witnesses followed 
by the bottle of powder. 
Panglimang Basi gave a 
peso bill to each of us as 
a token of gratitude for 
our presence.

We went downstairs 
in the front yard where the 
bride was. ’’Damas” 
(maids) surrounded her. 
Thcv fanned her .'and ■ 
wiped her face cautious­
ly. The bride recited the 
Koran for her “Pegtam- 
mat or ?' 
duation) • which 
takes plMce befoi

•dding. While reading,

was a 
at 

Panglimang Basi’s house: 
baptism of his two-year 
old daughter, the gradua­
tion and the wedding of 
her t4-year old daughter. 
Such a grand occasion in 
Yakanland! Tribal groups 
from Mamboring, Bohcsa- 
pa, Bohetambis, Mujeval 
and other areas came. 
“Dendes” wore all of their 
jewels made of pure gold 
and real pearls. The dress­
es they wore were those 
woven for three or four 
months. (“Mahal ’yan sa 
inyo. Dito, P35.00 a yard 
onlv,” Cora said.)

Wc were standing by 
the window, when the 
imam started a sort of 
welcome address. Then 
we sat down on neat pil­
lows, arms folded and at 
times stretched over the 
crossed legs. (Like a yoga 
pose.) Basi’s wife brought 
their two-year old girl in 
the middle. Beside them 
was a tray with two glass­
es of water, a bottle of 
perfume, a bottle of pow­
der and a pair of scissors. 
Burning incense filled the 
house with smoke and fa­
miliar smell.

Alimen Kai bi, a Koran 
“guru" (teacher) recited in 
Arabic while the rest were

ME KNOW much of 
’ the ways of people on the 
j other side of the world. 
I vet we know little of the 
| ways of some of our 

brother Filipinos. We 
travel to foreign countries 
and find people behaving 

: nearly as wc do, vet the 
1 customs, 

1 culture

respondence but I knew 
I would grope for words 
when difficult situations 
arise. So. she acted as 
unpaid interpreter.

Wc attended a baptism 
ceremony at Muhawid. at 
the house of “Panglimang" 
(leader) Basi. Elder men 
and women were gathered 
inside the house. Even- 
one nodded their head in 
greeting. But most of the 
time they threw a dag­
ger-look at me. And I nod­
ded. too. with a sly smile 
to let them feel I was not 
under any espionage mis­
sion.

'Die “imam” (priest) 
and “hadji” (one who has 
joined the pilgrimage to 
Mecca) greeted each other 
with aplomb. First, they 
grasped each other’s 
palms, touched their chest, 
then their lips as if say­
ing deep within them. 
“Brother, no rancor or 
hurt-feeling is harbored 
toward thee and 1 always 
wish the best things in

may be given 
bride's parents 
wedding feast, 
cow’ may 
purchase of sacks of rice.

Usually the wedding 
lasts for three days. This 
wedding lasted only a 
dav, because the couple 
are former sweethearts. 
Theirs was not pre-ar­
ranged by their parents 
There was no more need 
for adjustment. In a three- 

« dav wedding, “the second 
Mcgtammat (gra- night is a very significant 

whirk usually one. after the course of 
ire -------

davs before any 
jj __ _ special 

“mdi-

; to us
1 foreigners.

Where can we 
cucumbers

Mrs.
Leon, was 
me wher- 

She taught 
the Yakan vocabulary

attentive. Another “guru” 
was requested to chant. 
Then rhe imam cut some 
strands of hair near the 
forehead and whispered 
to the child’s ears. The 
hair was dropped into'the 
glass of water.

After the imam’s bles­
sing to the child's differ­
ent senses, wc stood« for 
alternating chants of some 
passages in the Koran. All 
1 knew was the common 
answer “A — we — ” which 
may be equal to “Amen-n- 
n” but different in tune. 
Somebody tapped me 
slightly to remind me of 
mv camera. (They always 
sav Kodak, whatever your 
camera is.) I knew it will 
not work, because of the 
smoke. Besides, it was al­
most six in the evening.

“hinang 
(means 
Some go 
(market) 
“’Kamanting” ( c 
'Fhe rest of the 
weaxers known for their 
intricate and unique de­
signs.

A Yakan “lella" (man) 
is dressed with red cloth 
coiled around his waist, 
very bulkx' but attractive. 
He ’wears this to pro­
tect hijnself from being 
hacked by any Moro who 
might run amok and to 
make him unaware of 
hunger. His pants have 
tight leggings made of 
silk thread woven by his 
dutiful wife. Sometimes, 
pieces of red cloth hang 
on his waist and knees 
akin to a majorette’s at­
tire.

A Yakan “dende” (wo­
man) is modest and unas­
suming. Her blouse is 
made of finely-textured 
cloth, matching her batik 
loose pants. Her ankle­
length sarong is of Chi­
nese. cotton. This sarong 

, serves as baby’s cradle, 
blanket or shelter in heat 
and rain.

Both dende and lella 
have headgears wrapped 
in 3 manner familiar to 
Malaysian nationals. They 
chew betel nut which 
dulls the sheen of their 
gold-filled teeth. Any­
where t’ 
arc packed 
and empty c 
at hand for

; “Basilan City? Ano 
mang hangin ang 

; sok sa ulo mo?”
• tors asked.

So I left Manila at dawn 
one day last summer on 

I Air Manila (light 771-0 
' for Zamboanga. From 
: there, a ferryboat, MV 
' Barasoain took me and 
; others to Basilan City. ' 

Alahoy. Basilenos! 1 had 
to brush up on my Spa- 

i nish to rub elbows in 
Chavacano.

I saw picturesque ver- 
I dant mountains, the stilt­

ed houses of the Sarna). 
sea-gvpsies, the rubber 

•; plantation . of Goodrich, 
, Mcnzi and the L’.P. Land 
; Grant, the amazing Afri- 
’ can palm oil and the hid- 
; den waterfalls at Block 

35. I saw big fresh lapu- 
lapu, talakitok, hipong 
suahe and cucaracha (a 

■ kind of crab. . . nor cock-
• roach!). My well-earned 

50 centavo paid for a
; bunch of ripe, sweet and 
j big bananas which cost 

more than six pesos in 
Man tlx

gey” is done by construc­
ting a small square house, 
k is placed on bamboo 
poles. 'Hi rec square 
houses of different sizes 
may also be constructed. 
At each corner of the roof, 
triangular rice cakes call­
ed “locot-locot” are 
placed. These have been 
fried and sweetened. 
Other decorations are 
slipped through the rice 
cakes such as colored 
boiled eggs on pointed 
sticks, peso bills waving 
like flags and pieces of 
“kalamay”.

These houses of delica­
cies and monev are the 
gifts to the bride’s pa­
rents. The dowrv is given 
in cash or in kind, A v 
kan familv owns

MF, 
ary 
to 
practice 
then. (He 
mission 01 o
ust.) So. Sajura died with­
out any medical help.

At nine in the morning 
of May 6, the priestess 
and other helpers mas­
saged Sajura’s body “to 
keep her blood circulat­
ing”. She was cleaned 
well to make her readv 
to face their god. I hur­
riedly borrowed a pencil 
and sketched. White 
clothes to wrap her body, 
white umbrellas to pro­
tect her from rain and sun, 
and a bamboo carriage to 
take her to her final des­
tination.

Koran recitation is real­
ly indispensable in the 
Muslim world. The imam 
recited some passages 
again which unfortunate­
ly I did not understand. 
I should have learned Ara­
bic before staying with 
them!) I joined the long 
procession and hummed 
with the dendes and lei­
las chanting. It was almost 
dusk. I could not undcr- 

to in­
tertwine the end blades 
of two young palm trees. 
The\' looked like inter­

covering 
glass or

island. They possess 
lowlands and fertile val­
leys.

'Fhe Yakans arc 
farmers. That’s their onb

or 
of
to
to

,s a very significant 
isuaily one. after jhe courSc 
c'’cry the couple’s love-making, 

■ • t 11. .we< r 
the bridegroom was car­
ried on the left shoulder 
of his uncle. It must be 
done in every’parade “to 
comply with an old pro­
mise”. He xvas brought 
near- the bride while the 
gongs were plaxcd.

On his arrival he 
instructed to sit on 
low placed on a 
woven mat. 
face the bride but waited 
for other instructions. 
Both the bride and bride­
groom’s faces were paint­
ed with white dots and 
black dashes like the. ac­
tresses of a Chinese opera 
or Japanese kabuki. The 
pattern they used is basic­
ally unique for which a 
family or
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THE PEACEFUL YAKANS
OF BASILAN ■

By Jucnita T. Galang

tircly on the down' he Is supposed to give. The
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ride away from Zam- 
island city called Basil- 
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Tied around their waists are multicolored fam-

“i ■''

<Hte (sash) as protective covering which also 
serves as a blanket.

The womenfolk wear Identical striped, hand- 
woven fctuR and are fond of sparkling jewelry. 
Oftentimes, they appear over-decorated.

Most of the"Yakans are farmers by occupy 
ton. Some are fishermen, especially these dwel­
ling near the sea. Others till the sell, growing 
vegetables, coccnuts and rice. Yakans men arc 
the best vinta-makers in Mindanao. The women 
are weavers and dressmakers.

Islamism is a way of life among the Yakans. 
The mosque is a dominant factor in their daily 
living. A Yakan’s religion closely guides hls ac­
tions. After a day’s work, it is of prime import­
ance that he passes the mosque, prays and con­
templates. Oddly enough, during religious rites, 
unveiled Yakan women stay at the back of the 
mosque. As dictated by their religion, they de 
not eat meat. Their chief foed is fried fish cook­
ed with a yellowish spice known as dulao.

Marriage rituals
A Yakan’s courtship is distinctly part of his 
77 culture. He serves at the girl’s house for 
an indefinite time until the girl’s parents approve 
of him. This is a test for his patience. His chores 
include farming, fetching water and splitting 
firewood.

The progress of the courtship depends on-

a two-hour motorboat 
/A boanga City is an 
an. Years back, this place was a 
of natural resources i---- ---- -
tribes. .

After a decade or so. the natural potential 
of the pearl-shaped island nestling daint.ly in 
the Sulu Sea has become immense. Its first set­
tlers. the Yakans, contributed much to making 
Basilan what it is today.

Latest statistics show there are about 50,00.) 
Yakans inhabiting the island-city and the coastal 
Villages of Zamboanga del Sur, most of them di­
rect descendants of the Papuans, the aborigines 
of Basilan.

During the • early days, warring Yakans 
drove away Moro pirates who sought refuge in 
Basilan. The Spanish conquest followed. The 
Yakans revolted against the iron-hand rule im­
posed on them and succeeded. They have since 
stood unconquered by the enemies.

Series of revolts waged by them reflected 
their firm determination to defend their land and 
their faith more than any other Moslem tribes 
until the Americans came. Although a few dis- 

. liked the culture introduced to them by the Am­
ericans, the majority adopted the western faith, 

srd So actually, Yakans
culture is greatly influenced by the Spaniards 
and the Americans.

Characteristically a peace-loving people, the 
Yakans have refused to change the century-old 
traditions and customs of their forefathers and 
have stuck to- the roots of their tribal existence. 
But despite the strictness of these traditions, the 
Yakans have learned to cc-m.ngle with other 
tribes. Likewise, Christians and Moslems of Ba- 
silan have develop mutual respect for each ot- 
her’s life and creed. This may be the reason why 
social prejudice is at its minimum.

The strength of the Yakans as a people is 
largely measured by the way they behave in 
their community. In moments of disaster, each 
member aids the grieving party.

However, the Yakans shew their fierceness 
when their integrity is at stake. Their home- 
spun philosophy can be summed up in the say­
ing that a man’s deed on earth is hls reward in 
the next life.

< In stature, a Yakan Is of average built. His 
■ complexion is brownish. The manner of cloth’ng 

is more elegant than the Moslems cf Sulu. The 
[ men wear turbans called pl* and Icose shirts 

embellished with brightly-colored geld buttons.
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opposite party docs not care whether the girl 
loves him or not as long as the amount exceeds 
the thousand-peso mark.

The wedding lasts for three days. The first 
day, the man gees to the girl’s house, borne on 
the shoulders of his friends. There he talks to 
his future in-laws and relatives. The friends then 
summon the girl who is taken somewhere else. 
They bring with them an usungan to symbolize 
the women’s chastity. It is shaped like a house 
of bamboo materials, about four feet tall and 
wrapped with a blanket. The group is interviewed 
by the lady of the house where the girl stays. 
After the question and answer, the girl is made 
to sit on the usungan and brought to her house.

On the second day, there is the usual merry­
making and entertainment. The whole-day affair 
is actually a fiesta.

The marriage culminates on the tnird day 
when man and woman sit on the far end cf a 
room in the house. The man passes a spoonful 
of rice near the girl’s mouth as a sign that it 
is his duty to feed her throughout life. Then a 
relative approaches the couple uses cord to tie 
his waist with that of the man’s.

The one who does this hands over money to 
the couple.

The f.nal rite is when the two are taken tc 
the girl’s house where they stay for three days. 
Following that is a two-week-stay at the man’s 
residence. But the groom will not dare touch 
his wife. After that period, they will go to their 
new home. The man gives a hundred pesos to 
the woman in preparation for their married life.

For centuries a veritable repository of Ya- 
kan culture, customs, like the marriage rite, will 
continue to live and grow like the portrait of the 
Yakan as a peace-lover.

i

Yakans (top photo) are 
reputed to be the best 
vinta-makers in Minda­
nao. The women are 
shown pausing after a 
day’s work (above) and 
coming out from the 
back of the Mosque 
(above right) where they 
slay for religious cere­
monies. Their simple 
and colorful costume is 
shown in right photo. 
Opposite page shows 
their nipa-thatched hous­
es near the riverbanks.
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Hernandez, Edith L. Firsthand report on Sulu. .■ .-..bo. nsa. [excernt], Mirror,
Feb. 17, 1968. p.14.

The Yakans

<

[dote: this article lifted almost verbatim from sections of r/ulff :1?65]
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The Yakans/ reside mostly in Basilan. Today, there are about 70,000 of them 
living in the/ interior, borne authors have wrongly characterized them'as "neople 
who keep much to t emselves, are suspicious of everybody, treacherous, unreliable 
and given to fighting whenever a chance occurs. They are seldom to be seen about, 
their haunts high upon the mountains."

These conditions have chanped now. The fighting has stopped and nrn.ny Yakans 
go to market in Lamitan and Bohelebung.

Folk beliefs: Though they profess to be Mohammedans, they have superstitions 
added to their beleif in hhe Koran. They almost worhip certain trees. Being 
Muslims, they do net eat the flesh of the pigs, They de sell them to Christians. 
They keep dogs but never allo, them inside the house, unlike the meong (cats) 
which can go around c.s they please.

During rice planting season, the kulintangan is played. It is a musical 
instrument consisting of five long, round pieces of wood of different sizes. 
T..e Yakans believe that the playing of the ktxlintangan gives joy to the p-lay 
so that it bears more fruit. However, when a person is dying, th: barboo tubes 
containing the seed are token downstairs and outside of the house before the person 
dies other.-ri.se, when planted, the palay will not pro... To some extent, therefore, 
rice is personified but nothing is known about the concept of a rice mother.

Since agriculture is their : a jor industry, the Samals\ depend on them for 
products of the field, neat is mostly eaten during feasts pnly, and the Yakans 
have to depend on the oamals on the other hand, for fish which plays an important 
part in their meals.
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even with the local

when better quality threads became available, the Yakan woman continued

(con't)

►

if you try to court his wife, take his land.
relatives.

The v van are farmers, while the women are weavers.The Y .ban are farmers, while the women ire weavers. In former years the Yakan 
could produce enough rice in his fields to supply a family for « year. Of-course, 
rice is supplemented with cassavi , camote, bananas and some othei crops. - -*-■

ftp. s 
(

THERE have risen lately certain misconceptions about the Yakan people, to 
which I belon■, rcsai lent among which were given in circulation in the March 1969 
issue of an intellectual monthly.

-■ p.. -] that the eo le of the Philippines and the world should know more 
about tho Y-'.kan.The Yakans .re native to Basilan Island. They are a pictures._ue people dressed 
in brightly colored clothes- tight-fitting trousers are worn by both men • nd wotnen# and ...loo a*tight shirt deccrated with gold plated buttons.

About three decides ago even the men wore their hair long like the women. 
The men wear a thick girdle of 15 meters red muslin cloth which they t. ine many, 
times around the waist. They Iso ear handwoven red turbans called is ■ To complete 
the costume, a sharp bladed knife culled a barer. ; or jirc. in an attractive scabbard 
is strapped to the waist.

-..ho live near tho forest make vintas to sell to the 3am'..ls\ nd Tausugs.
Another source of income for everyday needs is preparing homebuilding materials. 

In recent years rice fields have been plantfed with coconut, and farming has 
become less important. This business has grown rapidly; for some Yakans copra is 
a source of income but but gen.er-.lly is not enough to make ends meet. ,.*or L..ck of 
education it is-difficult for a Yak-.n to get a town job or even with the local 
government.

The only talent and profession of the Yakan women is weovin... Yakan vang 
has a long but unrecorded history. Unfortur.e4&ly it has slowly died out due co 
the ... vailability of machine-made cloth for everyday wear.

weaving was greatly revived during the Japanese occupation •■men tne lat.an 1 orc 
only hand’.;oven cloth .de from abaca and pineapple fabers or from cotton, .n ear one 
war, when better quality threads became available, the Yakan woman continued 
weaving and sold to others who could not weave. Soon everybody could weave out 
the market for selling was very limited.

YE..R ..GO, an American Peace Cor is volunteer by the name of La. rence r.. ...• o:.- 
bach, came to Basilan for a summer project among the Yakans. One day he noticed 
a weaving loom in a humble Yakan house and wis i. pressed by the design, tecum, pie 
and quality of the woven’material he saw. He bought it and when he returned to 
Lucban, Quezon Province, where he had served as Peace Corps volunteer, apeople 
to whom he showed the cloth were very much impressed.

Peace Corps Regional Director for Western Mindanao and S.lu ul_.i...m m.rburg. 
and Mrs,. Harburg were very much impressed also and began to promote the sale of 
the products of a few weavers. As a result of their interest and work, nu iy pieces 
have now been sold throughout the Philippines,, not only in Mindanao but i-msila and 
other cities as ’.veil.

Contrary to what many people say, the Yakansa -are kind, peaceful and friendly. 
They are not dangerous unless they are provoked. The Y-.k.an is dangerous and ruthless» 
if ”ou trv to court his wife, take his land, or if you mock him or kill his close
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Graphic, 36:63 $ 24 '69

-Gregorio Baul
Zamboanga City

• - —’

in order to maintain the weaving ability and talent of the Yakun women, finanei 
cial aid md sup, ort is being sought by individuals and/or civic minded organ­
isations in the .' vnilan-’• .mboanga area. J.ssurances of aid has been iven by the 
Notary Club of Basilan.City toward the organization of a weavers' cooperative 
union. Msgr. Querexta, the Bishop of Basilan City and the Claretian clergy,’ 
are also very interested in the project.

a successful home weaving industry among the Yakan worn n, will be the u-ide 
of the lovely island city of Basilan- the home of the beautiful Ynkan.
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Struck Speech:
The Yukon Concept of Litigation

147i

tiyaq ku tawwaq bissah 
Here I am struck by speech 
(Remark of an accused in a trial)

146 Case Studies of Law in Non-Wester Societies
with God to pronounce Himself during the trial by ordeal, kpesiye 
(“refutation'’).11 If the accused overcomes the ordeal, he is declared 
innocent; if he is reinstated in society, his accuser is cut off from it.

9. The ordeal is also designated by the term kasanpa (“purification”). One of the 
currently practiced rituals consists of plunging the right hand into a pan of blazing 
oil and retrieving an iron ring from it without burning oneself; it is said of the one who 
succeeds: bi li M i, “it got him out”; of the one who does not succeed, bi kpa i, it 
took him,” or bi doki i, "it held him.”

The Yakan legal system is manifest almost exclusively through one kind 
of behavior: talk. Consequently the ethnographer’s record of observations 
of litigation is largely a linguistic record, and the legal system is a code 
for talking, a linguistic code. In this paper we focus initially on a small 
part of this talk, that representing the concept of litigation. We subse­
quently attempt to illustrate how a definition of this concept guides a 
description of the legal system and, finally, points the way toward mean­
ingful comparisons with legal systems of other cultures.

The Yakan are Philippine Moslems inhabiting the island of Basilan 
located off the southern tip of Zamboanga Peninsula, a western extension 
of the island of Mindanao.1 Southwest of Basilan stretches the Sulu archi-

1. Fieldwork among the Yakan in 1962, 1963-1964, and 1965-1966 was sup­
ported by a United States Public Health Service Grant under the National Institute of 
Mental Health and by an auxiliaiy research award from the Social Science Research 
Council. The statements in this paper are at a level of generality applicable to the 
Basilan Yakan as a whole and represent knowledge that any adult Yakan could be 
expected to have. Yakan expressions are represented by a linguistically motivated 
orthography, but certain canons of traditional phonemic analysis are ignored ("a," 
for example, represents both /a/ and /e/ where this contrast is neutralized). This 
practice enables dialect differences to be accounted for by special rules applicable 
to a uniform orthography, /q/ is a glottal catch, /e/ a mid-front vowel, /j/ a voiced, 
palatal affricative. The ethnographic record upon which this description is based 
includes the investigator’s observations of court sessions, transcriptions of forty-three 
tape-recorded trial sessions at all jurisdictional levels, and informants’ interpretations 
of the content of these observations and texts. In addition, by living in Yakan house­
holds during the entire field period, the investigator was continually exposed to con­
versations related to litigation. Special acknowledgment is due to Samuel Pajarito and 
Reuben Muzarin for assistance in recording and transcribing court sessions and to 
Hadji Umar of Giyung for many long discussions about Y’akan law.
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Defining Litigation

A description of a culture derives from an ethnographer’s observations 
of the stream of activities performed by the people he is studying. As a

2. There are also Yakan speakers on Sakol, Malanipa, and Tunialutab islands just 
east of Zamboanga City. These communities are beyond the scope of this paper.

Charles O. Frake

first step toward producing an ethnographic statement, the investigator 
must segment and classify the events of this behavior stream so that he 
can say, for example, of two successive events that one is “different" from 
the other, and of two nonsuccessive events that they are repetitions of 
the “same’’ activity. If the ethnographer claims his people do X three 
times a week, verification of bis statement requires not simply counting 
occurrences of X, but also assessing the criteria for distinguishing X from 
all the other things people do during the week and for deciding that all 
the different events construed as instances of X in fact represent the 
“same” activity. Information about what is the “same” and what is “dif­
ferent’ can only come from the interpretations of events made by the 
people being studied.

Within the stream of behavior observable in Yakan society, there are 
some events that are difficult to characterize initially except as “a group 
of people talking together.” There seems to be no focus of activity other 
than talk—no distinctive settings, apparel, or paraphernalia. We might 
postulate that all such events are manifestations of the same category of 
cultural activities, that all are repetitions of the same scene. At a very 
general level we could justify this decision. All these activities can be 
labeled magbissah, ‘talking to each other’ in response to a query such 
as magqine siyeh, ‘what are they doing?’3 But, as the English glosses 
indicate, this categorization is not particularly informative, especially to 
an observer of the scene. To discover a more refined categorization we 
must attend to the way the Yakan talk about talking.

Yakan, like English, provides a large number of linguistic expressions 
for talking about a great variety of aspects of speech behavior. Of these, 
we sort out for consideration the following set of semantically related 
expressions, all possible responses to the query “What are they doing?” 
(Only the variable portion of the response is shown.4 Some of these 
forms, especially hukum, have different, but related meanings in different 
contexts. Etymological information is given for later discussion):

1. mitirj (from English),‘discussion’;
2. qisttn, ‘conference’;
3. mawpakkat (from Arabic), ‘negotiation’;
4. hukum (from Arabic),‘litigation.’
The structure of inclusion and contrast relations manifest in the use 

of these terms to denote events is shown in Figure 1. Let A, B, C, D 
represent situations that can be labeled as mitirj, qisun, mawpakkat, and

3. Single quotes enclose English glosses. These are to be assigned the meaning 
given to the Yakan expressions for which they substitute.

4. In response to magqine (<N, ‘active,’+ peg, ‘mutuality,’+ qine, ‘what), 
‘What is the mutual activity or relationship?’ the fonns cited, all unanalyzable 
morphemes, replace qine, ‘what’: magqine siyeh, ‘What are they doing?’ magqisun, 
‘Conferring with each other.’ Note also: magqine siyah, 'How are they related to 
each other?’ magpoptinaqih, ‘As siblings.’

148 Cose Studies of Law in Alon-Western Societies

pclago, a chain of small islands exlending some 200 miles to within a few 
miles of the northeast coast of Borneo. Some 60,000 Yakan share Basilan s 
1,282 square kilometers with Christian Filipinos concentrated along the 
north coast and with Taw Sug and Samal Moslems living mostly in coastal 
villages all around the island.2 The Yakan are. close linguistic kin of the. 
sea-faring Samal but, unlike them, practice an exclusively land-oriented 
economy: diversified grain, root, and tree-crop agriculture on plowed 
fields and swiddens, commercial copra production, and cattle raising. 
Supplementary economic activities include plantation labor, distribution 
of cigarettes smuggled from Borneo by their Moslem brothers, and 
banditry. These economic activities bring the Yakan into close contact 
with the Philippine economy, political system, and army. Having been 
given this much information, the anthropological reader has probably 

q already classed the Yakan as “peasants,” which is appropriate as long as
■ the concept does not bring to mind a downtrodden, economically ex­

ploited, culturally deprived people submerged by the weight of some 
“great tradition.”

Houses, mosques, and graveyards dot the Yakan countryside, rarely 
revealing any obvious patterns of spatial clustering. Each, however, rep­
resents the focus of a pattern of social alignment. Houses are occupied by 
nuclear families, independent units of production and consumption. The 
family is the unit of membership in a parish, a religious and political unit 
under the titular leadership of a mosque priest (qimam). Parishes are 
alliances of independent families; affiliation is by choice, not by residence 
or kinship ties. Parishes comprise only several dozen families, and any 
family has a network of social relations with kin and neighbors extending 
beyond the parish. Ancestors, buried in conspicuously decorated graves, 
define networks of cognatic kinship ties among the living. Although these 
networks are unsegmented by discrete, corporate groups of any kind, the 
Yakan talk about groupings of kin in ways that would do credit to a social 
anthropologist. Note, for example, the contrast between parfkat baqirah, 
“the unrestricted, nonunilineal descent group defined by an ancestor 
(female) named Baira,” and qusba baqirah, “the kindred centered 
around an ego named Baira.” Like the legal expressions we are about to 
discuss, this talk about social groups must be understood to be a part of 
social behavior as well as a description of it.
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hukum, respectively. Then it is the case that mitirj can label the set of 
situations {ABCD}, qisun the set of situations {BCD}, mawpakkat the 
set {CD}, [whereas] hukum can label only {D}. Thus these expressions 
form an ordered series, the situations labelable by a given term including 
all those labelable by each succeeding term. However, it is also the case 
that mitirj can be used to contrast situation A with each of the other 
situations (A not B, C, or D) as in the exchange: magqisurj qenteq siyeh, 
‘They seem to be conferring.’ Dumaqin, magmithj hadja qiyan, ‘No, 
they’re just discussing.’ The form hadja, ‘just, merely,’ specifies that mitirj 
is to be construed in its minimal sense, but its use is not obligatory to 
convey this sense. Similarly, qisun, mawpakkat, and hukum can be used 
to contrast B, C, D respectively with each of the other situations. We 
have, then, a case of the use of the same form at different levels of con­
trast, a situation common in semantic representation (Frake 1961), and 
one that has caused some controversy over interpretation (Bright and 
Bright 1965:258).

In the use of the same expression at different levels of contrast, there 
is in Yakan a distinction between those cases, such as the present example, 
in which use at the Jess inclusive level is specifiable by a de-emphatic
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particle (for example, hadja, ‘just, merely’) and those in which it is specifi­
able by an emphatic particle (such as teqed, ‘very, true, real’).

Contrast magmithj hadja qiyan, ‘They’re just discussing’ (and not ‘con­
ferring,’ ‘negotiating,’ and the like), with magpcnjtinaqi teqed qiyan, 
They re real siblings' (and not ‘half-siblings,’ ‘cousins,’ and so on). The 
use of the same term at different levels of contrast results, in the former 
case, from a specification of the basic general sense of an expression. In 
the latter case it results from an extension of the basic specific sense of an 
expression. Cases of specification, such as the present example, can be in­
terpreted a manifestations of “marking,” a phenomenon widespread in 
linguistic representation in phonology and morphology as well as in se­
mantics (Jakobson 1957, Greenberg 1966).

Semantic marking means that given two expressions, A and B sharing 
some feature of meaning x but differing with respect to some feature y 
and in that sense contrasting, the difference is not

term A represents the meaning: x y
term B represents the meaning: x y

but rather
term A represents the meaning: x
term B represents the meaning: x y.

The use of term B necessarily implies feature y, but the use of term A 
does not necessarily say anything about the presence or absence of y. 
Term B is marked for y. In our series each term is marked for a feature 
(or features) not necessarily implied by its predecessor:

mitirj, ‘discussion’: w
qisun, ‘conference’: w x
mawpakkat, ‘negotiation’: w x y
hukum, ‘litigation’: w x y z

The next task is to characterize the features of meaning represented above 
as w, x, y, z; w being what the set has in common and x, y, z being suc- 
sive increments to this common meaning.

At the outset we should be clear about just what linguistic and cogni­
tive operations of our informants we are trying to account for. It is not 
simply a case of determining the perceptual cues for distinguishing one 
object from another. If a Yakan sees some 
speech behavior (that categorization he can i 
wants to know what they are doing, he will in all probability ask them. 
In this case the object of categorization, a group of people engaged in 
some activity, is aware of what it is doing. This awareness is, in itself, 
an attribute—a necessary one—of the category. Just as in classifying a 
plant one might apply a test of taste or smell to determine a criteria! 
property, in classifying these speech events one applies a test of eliciting 
a linguistic response from the performers of the activity. It is impossible

hukum

______ I
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‘discussion’ 
‘conference’ 
‘negotiation’ 
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Topic 
subject 
issue 
disagreement 
dispute

Purpose

talk 
decision 
settlement 
ruling

Role Structure
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opposing sides 
court

Integrity 
minimal 
minimal 
moderate 
maximal
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other activity to talk something over. (This dimension will sound Jess 
fuzzy when we consider its relevance to the contrast between ’litigation’ 
and other kinds of ‘discussion.’)

The expression mitiq, ‘discussion,’ necessarily implies only these fea­
tures. Each of the succeeding expressions in the series adds some necessary 
implications along one or more of these dimensions (Table 1) :

QISUN, CONFERENCE’

1. Focus. The subject of discussion is an issue, some topic that presents 
problem to be decided: when to plant rice, when to go

MAWPAKKAT ‘NEGOTIATION’

1. Focus. The issue in ‘negotiation’ is a 
which participants have conflicting interests.

2. Purpose. The decision is a settlement, 
of the disagreement.

3. Roles. Participants are divided into two protagonistic sides. Wit­
nesses may be present.

4. Integrity. No clear added implications. Although mawpakkat is more 
likely to refer to an integral event than qisun, and qisun than mitiq, . 
these are not necessary implications.

HUKUM, LITIGATION

1. Focus. The disagreement is a dispute, a disagreement that arises from 
a charge that an offense has been committed. A dispute can also be 
handled by negotiation, but the topic of litigation is necessarily a dispute. 
A dispute handled by litigation is a case.
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for people engaged in ‘litigation’ or in ‘conference’ not to be aware of 
what they are doing and not to be able to communicate their awareness. 
For people engaged, say, in ‘litigation’ to be able to state that they are 
‘litigating’ is a necessary condition for the activity to be ‘litigation, but 
it is not a sufficient condition. They might be lying or, more probably 
in Yakan life, they might be joking. Being funny is a prominent goal of 
Yakan speech behavior, and semantic incongruity is a standard way of 
adding humor to speech—but the effect is dependent on the hearers 
ability to recognize the incongruity. What we are trying to formulate, 
then, arc the conditions under which it is congruous, neither humorous 
nor deceitful, to state that one is engaged in ‘litigation.’ These conditions 
are the semantic features of the concepts in question. Our evidence for 
semantic features does not come from informants’ statements about the 
linguistic representations of these concepts (though such explicit defini­
tions of terms are often useful guides for preliminary formulations), but 
from informants’ interpretations of the situations that the concepts repre­
sent. Our aim is not to give an elegant formulation of minimal contrastive 
features, but a statement that reflects the various dimensions of speech 
behavior revealed in the use and interpretation of these expressions.

Let us consider first the features common to the whole set, those that 
distinguish all events construable as mitirj, ‘discussion,’ from other things 
Yakan do. This set of events includes the events labeled by the other ex­
pressions. Then we will consider what each successive term adds to these 
common features. Four dimensions of speech behavior appear to be in­
volved in contrasting ‘discussion’ with other activities.

1. Focus. The focus of ‘discussion’ is on the topic of messages. There 
is a subject of discussion. Excluded are speech events in which the focus 
is on message form: storytelling, riddling, exchanging verses, joking, 
prayer (which, being in Arabic, has no semantic content for the Yakan).

2. Purpose. The purpose of the gathering is to talk. Excluded are ac­
tivities in which the intent to accomplish something other than talking 
is responsible for the gathering of participants.

3. Roles. Speaking time is distributed among the participants. Each 
role in the scene, whatever its other characteristics, is both a speaking 
and a listening role. Excluded are monologues, in which speaking time 
is monopolized by one person.5

4. Integrity. Integrity refers to the extent to which the activity is con­
strued as an integral unit as opposed to being a part of some other ac­
tivity. A ‘discussion’ must have sufficient integrity not to be construable 
as incident to or accompanying some other activity. A ‘discussion’ can 
occur within the context of another kind of event, but only as a recog­
nizably bounded interruption, as when participants disengage from some

5. The mutuality of the behavior is represented by the prefix peg in the sequence 
N + pag > mag. See footnote 4.

a
price to pay in a transaction.

2. Purpose. A ‘conference’ has an expected outcome, a decision about 
the issue. Participants meet in order to reach a decision, and, if a decision 
is made, the conference is concluded.

3. Roles. No added implications.
4. Integrity. No added implications.
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Describing Litigation

Our formulation states that litigation is a kind of topic-focused mutual 
speech behavior, the distinctive attributes of which pertain to the content

6. The source of etymological information on Malay and Arabic Ioans is Wilkinson 
(1932). Yakan expressions are marked as Malay loans only when there are phono­
logical grounds for distinguishing loans from inherited cognates.
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of which are ordinary, everyday words. Although the word is widely 
known, it occurs most often during ‘litigation’ when ‘negotiations’ are 
being talked about. In other contexts the notion of ‘mere negotiation’ is 
more likely to be referred to as qisun, using ‘conference’ in its general 
sense. It is probably a consequence of this stylistic difference that the 
semantic contrast between mawpakkat and qisun seems less sharply 
drawn than that between the other pairs of expressions. In direct ques­
tioning about the meaning of these terms, many informants have stated 
offhand that mawpakkat and qisun have the same meaning. No one has 
said that of hukum and any other term in the set. The same informants 
will still agree that if, for example, several guests at a festivity get to­
gether to decide when to leave, that this is a case of qisun but not of 
mawpakkat. The two expressions are not synonymous but the difference 
between them is somewhat harder to uncover than is the difference be­
tween the other terms. The concept of “negotiation” can also be repre­
sented by expressions referring to the distinctive aspects of the event, for 
example: pagsulutan, ‘agreement, settlement’—not including legal rulings 
(hukuman); qalegdah (from Spanish), ‘to settle a dispute by any means’; 
janjiqan (from Malay), ‘negotiated contractual promise.’

Any citation of Yakan legal terms illustrates another property of these 
expressions—that is, the large percentage of forms that are loan words 
from the languages of both of the “great traditions” impinging on the 
Yakan: Arabic and Malay of the Malaysian-Moslem tradition, English 
and Spanish of the Filipino-Western tradition.6 These loans have been 
acquired through contact with intermediary languages (Taw Sug and 
Zamboangueno), and their prevalence is not a reflection of a crushing 
impact of either Moslem or Western legal concepts upon Yakan law, but 
of. the. stylistic coups a speaker of Yakan scores by displaying a knowledge 
of foreign words. Tins process apparently has a long history. Many loans, 
such as hukum (from Arabic), are now completely assimilated and are 
not now recognized as foreign. The term mitirj, currently much more 
popular than alternative designations of ‘discussion,’ seems to be on the 
verge of losing its loan-word aura. English loans used in current litigation 
include: wantid, holdap, kidnap, wadan (‘warrant’), supenah, pospon, 
pendhj, qokeh ("approval”), and qistodok (‘strategy,’ from “stroke”).
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2. Purpose. The settlement takes the form of a legal ruling based on 

precedent and having special sanctions.
3. Roles. In addition to protagonists and optional witnesses, ‘litigation’ 

requires a court, a set of neutral judges who control the proceedings and 
attempt to effect a ruling.

4. Integrity. ‘Litigation’ is always an integral activity. If it is interrupted 
by a different kind of activity—eating, for example—there is a new instance 
of litigation, a different court session. "Discussion,” “conference,” and 
“negotiation,” in their minimal senses, can occur as parts of “litigation,” 
but "litigation” cannot occur as a part of these other activities.

Each expression in our series except the terminal one has a maximal 
and minimal sense, depending on whether the speaker intends to include 
or exclude the meanings marked by succeeding expressions. ‘Mere dis­
cussion’ (rnitii] luidja'), the minimal sense of mitit), implies the features 
listed as common to the whole set, but the topic is simply a subject to 
discuss, not an issue to be decided, a disagreement to be settled, or a 
case to be ruled on. The purpose is to talk, but there is no expected out­
come that terminates the event, no decision to be reached, no settlement 
to be negotiated, no ruling to be handed down. Role structure is undif­
ferentiated and integrity minimal, although it is still greater than that 
implied by magbissah, ‘talking to each other.’ A mitiij in its minimal sense 
more closely resembles an American “bull session” than what we would 
call a “meeting.”

“Mere conference” applies to situations in which the issue is not a 
dispute, the decision not a settlement, and role structure remains un­
differentiated. ‘Mere negotiation’ applies to situations in which, though 
the disagreement may be a dispute, the intended outcome is a settlement 
that is not a legal ruling and that is reached without the aid of judges.

The flexibility of reference afforded by this semantic structure, the 
ability to be ambiguous about whether a general or specific sense is in­
tended, reflects the fact that not only are these expressions used to talk 
about speech behavior, but their use is also a part of the behavior they 
describe. A Yakan uses terms like mawpakkat and hukum not simply to 
give serious answers to probes for information, but also to further his 
own objectives in speech situations by advancing a particular—perhaps 
ostensibly incongruous—interpretation of an event and by representing 
this conceptualization linguistically in an effective way. He can, for ex­
ample, caff for a conference without immediately committing himself 
to an interpretation of the divisiveness of the issue; he can call for a 
‘discussion’ without implying that there is an issue at stake.

For these reasons, stylistic features of expressions—selections among 
alternative linguistic representations of a given conceptual distinction­
figure importantly in their use and affect their semantic properties. In 
our set, mawpakkat is considered more learned than the other terms, all
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CASES

The topic of litigation is a ‘case’ (pakalaq, from Malay from Sanskrit), 
a ‘dispute’ brought to court. A ‘dispute’ arises when an identified party 
is ‘charged’ with an ‘offense’ and the accused counters the charge. To 
make a charge is to publicly proclaim a particular interpretation of an 
act. To counter a charge is to advance another interpretation. Clearly the 
key descriptive problem is to state the rules for interpreting an act as 
an offense. Equally clear is that these rules cannot be perfectly con­
sistent in their formulation or straightforward in their application. There 
must be room for argument if there is to be litigation.

Offenses. ‘Offenses’ (sal at/) are a subset of ‘wrongs’ (duseh)—those 
wrongs aganst persons that can lead to a dispute. There are also wrongs 
against God (tuhan), such as desecrating a Koran; wrongs against this- 
world supernaturals (saytan, from Arabic), such as cutting down a tree 
they inhabit; and wrongs against ancestors (kapapuqanj now in the 
other world (qahilat, from Arabic), such as selling an heirloom. But these 
beings need not rely on courts to seek redress.

The Yakan employ a large number of linguistic expressions for talking 
about different kinds of offenses, along a variety of semantic dimensions 
dealing with the nature and consequences of acts as well as with the 
social relationships between offender and victim. The saliency of dimen-
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sions with respect to one another can vary in different portions of the 
domain. For example, physical assault with intent to kill (bonoq) and 
sexual assault (hilap, from Arabic, and many other expressions) are 
terminologically distinguished unless the offense is also a wrong against 
God, as is the case if victim and offender are primary kin or primary 
affines. There is one term, sumbay, to cover these grievous sins against 
both man and God. One might say that the contrast “sex versus killing 
is neutralized when an expression is marked for “interference by God. 
(It might be noted that sexual relations are often designated euphemis­
tically or facetiously by metaphors based on expressions for killing or 
fighting. "To make a killing” in Yakan does not refer to business success.) 
We will state here only a few general inferences about the nature of the 
concept of ‘offense,’ which have been drawn from Yakan talk about par­
ticular kinds of offenses.

At the most general level, for an act to be interpretable as an offense it 
must be a threat to a dapuq relationship. The term dapuq occurs together 
with a possessive attribute in response to the same query that elicits 
kinship terms and other relationship expressions. Unlike kinship relations, 
however, a person may be dapuq of an object as well as of another per­
son. Being someone’s or something’s dapuq implies having an economic 
interest in him (it) and a responsibility for him (it). The notion includes, 
but is broader than, that of ownership. To be a dapuq of a person in no 
way implies that the person is one’s slave. One is dapuq to his children, 
his legal wards, his spouse, and himself. To be a dapuq of an object does 
not necessarily imply that one has rights of use, possession, or sale, but 
only that one has a legitimate interest in its use or disposal. A water 
source, for example, has its dapuq (dapuq boheq)— those who use it and 
who would suffer economic loss if it were destroyed—but it has no owner. 
The dapuq of a mosque (dapuq laygal) is not its owner—there is such 
a person—but the entire congregation. The dapuq of an inheritance 
(dapuq pusakaq) is a potential heir. Any threat to a dapuq relationship 
can be interpreted as an economic threat, a threat whose gravity is ex­
pressible in pesos and centavos. All offenses, including murder, can be 
compensated for by money. The purpose of Yakan litigation is not to 
mete out punishment, but to award compensation for injury.

There are two ways in which an act can be an offense. First, it can 
challenge a person’s status as a dapuq, usually in the form of a claim that 
some other person is properly the dapuq of a given object or person. 
Second, an act can damage an object or person in such a way as to reduce 
its economic value to its dapuq (including, in the case of persons, the 
victim himself). Since a given object or person is likely to have more 
than one dapuq, an offense generally produces several plaintiffs. A sexual 
assault, for example, is an offense against the victim (dapuq badannen, 
‘dapuq of one’s body’), her parents (dapuq qanakin, ‘dapuq of the child’),
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and role structure of talking. An observer of Yakan litigation would have 
difficulty finding any other element that sets it apart from other activities. 
There are no distinctive settings, no courtrooms in which litigation takes 
place. A site for a trial should be neutral and should require no one to 
play a host role—a role that requires the offering of food. A typical result 
of these considerations is convocation on the porch of the house of one 
of the judges (in Yakan terms, “on” the house but not “within” it). But 
a wide variety of other activities takes place here as well. There are no 
distinctive paraphernalia associated with litigation: no law books, no 
gavel, no judges’ bench, no witness stand. There is no provisioning of 
participants. They may smoke and chew betel, but the rules for soliciting 
and proferring smoking and chewing makings are the same as for other 
informal gatherings. There is no distinctive dress associated with litiga­
tion—no judges’ robes—and participants do not dress up to go to court 
as they do to go to ceremonies. If one were to make distinction in Yakan 
activities between festive and nonfestive, formal and informal, litigation 
would clearly fall on the nonfestive, informal side. As speech-focused 
activity, litigation is outside the domain of ceremonies, feasts, techno­
logical tasks, and other object-focused activities. We must therefore 
organize a description of litigation along those dimensions of speech be­
havior found to be significant.
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mutual agreement. The disagreement need not be a dispute (that is, 
the outcome of a charge). Negotiating a contract, property settlements, 
marriage (which involves all of the preceding) are cases to point. Nego­
tiations are often sufficient to handle minor disputes and are necessary 
for major disputes difficult to place under the jurisdiction of any Yakan 
court. An agreement is specific to the negotiating parties and need not 
derive from legal precedents; the breaking of an agreement, however, is 
an offense and can result in a dispute taken to court. Marriages are made 
by negotiation but dissolved by litigation. To settle a dispute by litiga­
tion requires that it be reported to a court, at which point the dispute 
becomes a legal case. The party that considers itself offended against 
should report first, but often by the time a case reaches court, there is 
such a complex of charges and countercharges that any distinction be­
tween plaintiff and defendant becomes obscure.

COURTS

What distinguishes litigation from other methods of settling disputes 
is the presence of a court (saraq, from Arabic)—a set of persons, per­
forming the role of judge, who are ostensibly neutral on the issue and 
whose task it is to formulate a settlement. The Yakan court has few of 
the tangible manifestations of its Western counterpart: professional judges 
holding an office, court houses, explicit and continuous schedules, and 
well-defined jurisdictions. On the other hand, a set of judges is not re­
cruited ad hoc to try each case that appears. Particular sets of judges 
meet more than once and may try' more than one case in a single session. 
Furthermore, there is a fundamental difference between a single case 
appearing again in a subsequent session of the same court-a continua­
tion of a single trial—and a case appearing again in a different court—a 
retrial of the same case. One may also report to a court when the court 
is not in session—to file a charge, for example, or to seek asylum. The 
crucial problems in a description of Yakan courts are those of legal au­
thority and of jurisdiction. How are persons recruited to the role of judge? 
How are cases assigned to particular courts?

Judges. To act as a judge, a person must be a parish leader with the 
ability and knowledge to perform the role and with sufficient political 
power at the jurisdictional level of the court to make his voice effective. 
Parish leadership is not a political office with formal rules of recruitment, 
but a position achieved by accumulating influence and prestige by a 
variety of means: religious learning, economic success, military prowess, 
forensic ability, acquisition of a title, pilgrimage to Mecca, election to 
a local office in the Philippine political system (councilor or barrio 
captain), or simply growing older. (The most common expression for 
a leader is bahiq, ‘elder.’) Typically, parish leadership is vested in a
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and if she is married, her husband (dapuq qandahin, ‘dapuq of the wife’).

Chaiges. It is up to a victim of an offense to make a charge (tuntut); 
all ’l akan law is civil law. He must, furthermore, determine the identity 
of the offender and assume responsibility for the identification. Offenses 
in which victim and offender do not meet face to face or in which the 
victim does not survive arc difficult to prosecute. Even though theft, 
ambush shootings, and murder are among the more common—and cer­
tainly the most complained about—offenses in Yakan life, they rarely 
reach the courts. It is largely sex and, to a lesser extent, fights and prop­
erly disputes that keep court agenda full.

An initial charge can be made in the form of a complaint (diklamuh, 
from Spanish) to a court or even by directly confronting the accused. 
More often an accuser will utilize gossip channels to make his charge 
known to the accused. In this way he can feel out the response of his op­
ponent before being irrevocably committed. A way out is left open through 
denying the truth or serious intent of the gossip. One of the dangers of 
5akan life is limorok (literally, ‘slip through’): ‘inadvertently instigating 
a dispute by incautious gossip in the presence of someone who is likely 
to relay the accusation to the accused.’

There are three strategies available for countering a charge:
1. One can deny the validity of the accuser’s definition of the offense 

in question, disputing the meaning of a concept. Does, for example, the 
notion of sexual offense include all acts in which a male makes unnec- 
essary physical contact with a female not his spouse, or only those acts 
in which a male has sexual designs on the woman?

2. One can deny that the act in question has the properties to qualify 
it as an instance of an offense, disputing what really happened. For- ex­
ample, granted any physical contact as described above is an offense, 
did any such contact actually occur in the particular instance?

3. One can deny responsibility for the act because (a) someone 
else committed it; (b) the accused was provoked by the accuser; (c) 
the accused was incited by some third party (a much stronger excuse 
for wrongdoing among the Yakan than among ourselves); (d) the act 
was unintentional.

To deny a charge is at the same time to make a charge against one’s 
accuser, for a false charge is in itself an offense: it threatens the economic 
interests of the accused. The set of arguments propounded by one side 
in a dispute to counter the charges of the other is their daqawah (from 
Arabic) or case in the sense of “the defense rests its case.”

Disputes. Once a charge has been made and countered, a dispute ex­
ists. Disputants may simply decide to live with the dispute, they may 
attempt to dispose of each other, or they may seek a settlement. If they 
decide on the last course of action, they may either ‘negotiate’ or ‘litigate.’ 
In negotiation two opposing parties meet to settle a disagreement by
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small group of close kinsmen, each specializing in one or more of these 
routes to power. One man may be the priest and litigator, another the 
entrepreneur, another the fighter. Larger political groupings are informal 
and unstable alliance of parishes. To exert leadership at this wider level, 
one must also be a leader at the parish level. One does not rise to higher 
positions; one merely extends the range of his influence. An exceptional 
position is that of titular tribal chief (datuq) of all the Yakan, a heredi­
tary office now held by the Westernized son of a Christian Filipino es­
caped convict, who, during the latter part of the Spanish regime, fled 
to Basilan. There he assumed political leadership over the Yakan and 
achieved formal recognition of his position by both the Spaniards and 
the Sultan of Sulu.

Jurisdiction. The jurisdiction of a court is a function of the social dis­
tance between the judges who comprise it and the disputants before it. 
This distance, in turn, is a response to the need to preserve neutrality 
with respect to the cases brought before it. The rule for assignment of 
a case to a court is to maintain minimal social distance between court 
and protagonists consistent with preserving neutrality. This rule has the 
effect that the greater the social distance between protagonists and the 
more serious the case, the higher the jurisdiction of the court that can 
try the case. If both protagonists belong to the same parish, then one or 
more of their own parish leaders may be found who, by kinship and 
other dimensions of social affiliation, are equidistant from both sides. 
If, however, the protagonists belong to different parishes, the court must 
comprise representatives of both parishes. The seriousness of a case is 
measured by the number of active supporters recruited by each disputant. 
As the number of active supporters surrounding each disputant increases 
—that is, as each party of protagonists grows larger—the further afield 
one must go to find judges who are not involved on one side or another. 
Because of these considerations, there is a certain ad hoc nature to the 
formation of courts as adjustments are made to handle particular cases. 
Nevertheless, three basic jurisdictional levels can be distinguished: parish, 
community, and tribal.

The tribal court, composed of leaders appointed by the tribal chief, 
meets in the yard of the chief’s Western-style house in the town of 
Lamitan. Although in theory it is a sort of supreme court for all the Yakan, 
handling cases local courts have failed to settle, in practice its jurisdiction 
and its composition is geographically limited to the side of the island 
where the court meets. Parish courts are generally formed ad hoc to try 
relatively trivial disputes—fights among young men, for example—among 
parish members. Occasionally a parish trial will be conducted with the 
absolute minimum personnel: two disputants and one judge. The bulk of 
litigation occurs at what might be called the community level. In most 
areas there are regular court sessions about once a week. Adjustments are

RULINGS

The intended outcome of litigation is a ruling., (hukuman') on a case 
handed down by the court. The crucial fact shaping Yakan legal rulings 
is that the court has no powers of coercion to force compliance with a 
ruling. It must resort to persuasion. What distinguishes a ruling from 
an agreement arrived at by negotiation consists largely of the elaborate 
verbal trappings that go along with a ruling and lend it a sacrosanct 
aura. The ideology expressed in talking about rulings during the process 
of proclaiming them should not be taken as an expression of the manner 
in which rulings are actually derived, but as part of the behavior of mak­
ing a ruling in the most effective way. The basic principle for actually 
arriving at successful rulings seems to be the same as those for agree­
ments, namely to give each side somewhat Jess than full satisfaction but 
something better than the worst they might expect—in other words, to 
effect a compromised The basic objective of both litigation and negotia­
tion is to eliminate a dispute, to re-establish normal social relations be­
tween tire disputants. It is not to do justice whatever the cost.

A ruling may call for one or more of three acts: payment of 
(multah, from Spanish; qataq, from Malay from
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made in these courts to handle particular cases. Any court intermediate 
between a regular community court and the tribal court is an ad hoc for­
mation to handle a special case. Before reaching the tribal level, however, 
there is a limit beyond which jurisdiction cannot be stretched, where 
judges who are neutral and at the same time sufficiently close socially 
to act together cannot be found. Disputes at this level may be referred 
to the tribal court or to government courts, or a settlement by negotia­
tion may be attempted. Frequently, however, disputants resort to violence 
at this point.

Other roles. Added to the basic role structure of litigation—a court 
and two opposing sides—there is a further differentiation of roles within 
each party of protagonists: (a) the principal, the one primarily involved 
in the original dispute, the person who, as the Yakan say was ‘struck’ by 
speech (tawwaq bissah) or who ‘collided’ with litigation (lumaygal si 
hukum); (b) his guardian, the one who assumes responsibility for ac­
cepting or rejecting a ruling and complying with it. The guardian may 
be the principal himself, a parent or parental surrogate, or a spouse; (c) 
senior and peer supporters.

The Yakan speak about this role structure in the language of kinship, 
using an ideal model in which the principal is a child, the court his 
elders, tire guardian his parent, and his supporters his senior and peer 
kin. A final role is that of witnesses, who may be called by either side or 
by the court.
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P120 for paying the medical bill (principle: never give full satisfaction); 
—50 in recognition of the countercharge of collusion between the plaintiff 

and the physician. The court was careful to state that it did not neces­
sarily believe the countercharge, but since there were no witnesses, 
account must be taken of the possibility.

+50 for the offense against the plaintiff.
—20 for the plaintiff’s responsibility in instigating the fight.
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If an admonition is part of the ruling, it is given in the form of a lec­
ture by the court to both sides at the end of the trial. It is designed to 
make both parties feel their share of responsibility for the dispute, to 
smooth ruffled feelings, and to warn of the grave consequences of re­
peating the offense. Admonitions are especially common in rulings over 
marital disputes and fights among youths.

If a prayer of reconciliation is called for, it is performed at a later 
time in the form of a different scene, a religious ceremony. Its perform­
ance involves expenses, instructions for the payment of which is an im­
portant aspect of the ruling. The prayer unites the former disputants in 
a divinely sanctioned ritual-sibling tie. A call for prayer is especially 
common in cases of violence.

Upon suggesting a ruling, the court argues for compliance, not only 
by carefully justifying the form of the decision, but also by pointing out 
the dire consequences of refusal to comply. God and the ancestors may 
mete out sickness upon the offender and his kin. Opponents may resort 
to violence against the offender and his kin. The offender’s kin, under 
threat from these sanctioning agents, may withdraw support or even dis­
own the offender. Judges threaten to wash their hands of the case and 
withdraw political support, and finally the case may be referred to 
Philippine government legal system with its expensive lawyers and pris-

162 Case Studies of Law in Non-Western Societies
an admonition (nasihat, from Arabic; pituwdh, from Arabic; tdqan) 
from the court, and performing a prayer (duwaqah, from Arabic) of 
reconciliation. A fine, in turn, has one or more of three components: a 
compensation for the offense, an amount serving to “wipe away” any 
sin against God associated with the offense (which the court collects), 
and a payment to the court, the baytaJmal (from Arabic ‘treasury’). Fines 
are calculated in ten-peso units (laksaq) and paid in Philippine currency 
(Pl = $.25). In proposing a ruling, the court must explain in detail how 
the amount was arrived at, relating it to traditional fines for the offense 
and to the particular exigencies of the case at hand. In one case involving 
two youths who had been in a fight, one side claimed damages for bodily 

a medical bill for the amount of P180.25 from a 
physician. The court suggested a fine of P100 to the

ons. Figure 2 diagrams these sanctioning forces converging on an of­
fender.

If the litigants agree to the ruling, those who are called upon to hand 
over money almost never pay in full on demand, this being a rule in all 
monetary transactions. They ask for tanguh, a deferment of part of the 
payment until a specified later date. As might be expected, failure to 
pay tanguh when due is itself a major cause of disputes.

If a court fails to formulate an acceptable ruling, the litigants may 
attempt to take the case to another Yakan court, seek redress in a govern­
ment court, or drop attempts to settle the dispute by litigation. Another 
alternative is to turn the decision over to God. In a religious ceremony 
each disputant swears (sapah) on the Koran to the validity of his argu­
ments in the case. God decides who is right and announces his decision 
by inflicting fatal illness (kasapahan) upon the person who swore a false 
oath or upon his kin. Swearing is a serious matter, rarely resorted to in 
fact. The threat of it, however, figures prominently in legal debate. One 
can protect himself from false charges by challenging his opponent to 
participate in a swearing ritual. In several recorded cases young men 
saved themselves from conviction on charges of sexual assault by this 
tactic. The fact that God may punish not only the offender but also his 
kin may seem capricious to Western moralists; yet it greatly increases 
the effectiveness of the punishment. Support of one’s kin is crucial in a 
dispute, but they will be extremely reluctant to carry this support to the 
point of swearing unless they are firmly convinced of their kinsmen’s 
innocence. Furthermore, if the disputants are in any way related to each
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other, as they often are, this relationship tie must be dissolved before 
swearing. Consanguineal kinship ties can be formally broken in a re­
ligious ceremony. The term for the ritual payments required to dis­
own a kinsman is tallak, from the Arabic word for the formula spoken 
by a husband to divorce his wife (Yakan divorce is not that simple).

In this section we make a few summary comparisons with another 
Philippine legal system. The purpose is not to offer an explanation of 
these differences, but to demonstrate that the ethnographic approach 
argued for here, rather than hampering cross-cultural comparison as 
some critics seem to fear, provides a basis for determining which units 
are comparable and points up significant dimensions of comparison.

The Eastern Subanun are pagan swidden agriculturists inhabiting tire 
interior of Zamboanga Peninsula on the island of Mindanao.8 The Yakan 
and Subanun are not in direct contact, but they speak related languages 
and, along with other central Malaysian peoples, share many basic tech­
nological and social-organizational features. Subanun communities are 
much smaller and more scattered, although the basic principles of set­
tlement pattern are the same: nuclear family household dispersed in 
individual fields. The difference is that the Yakan practice continual 
exploitation of privately owned fields and groves. Both groups have long 
been subject first to Moslem, then to Christian cultural influence, po­
litical authority, and economic exploitation. The Yakan accommodated 
where necessary and resisted where possible. They became Moslems, 
they participate in Philippine politics; and they market copra. At the same 
time they have retained a marked cultural distinctiveness and some free­
dom to run their own affairs and, above all, their land. The Subanun, on

8. Reference is to the Eastern Subanun of the Lipay area of Zamboanga del Norte,
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8. Expression of acceptance or refusal by each side.
9. Final decision for disposition of case.

10. Payment of fines, listening to courts admonition (if required).
11. Ritual handshaking (salam, from Arabic) with the judges signaling 

the termination of a trial session.
Steps 2 and 3 often occur simultaneously; steps 4-8 may be repeated 

several times.
Schedules. Fixed timing is not an attribute of litigation, as it is, say, 

of some calendrical religious ceremonies and agricultural activities. 
Court sessions are fitted into vacancies left by the schedules of other 
scenes. As a matter of convenience, community courts generally have 
regular scheduled meetings (Friday afternoon after mosque service is 
a favorite time), but these are easily accommodated if schedules conflict. 
The tribal court meets two afternoons a week. Court sessions must be 
scheduled between meals, with allowance made for participants to re­
turn home to eat. The five daily prayers of Islam, performed in most 
localities only by a few religiously inclined individuals, cause no prob­
lem. If someone wants to say a prayer, he can always go off and do so.

PROCEDURES AND SCHEDULES
Our formulation of the concept of litigation states that litigation is an 

integral activity never performed as part of another scene. It is a maximal 
unit of planning and scheduling. The description of the manifestations 
of this aspect of the concept requires a statement of the constituent struc­
ture of the scene—the sequence of parts that make up the whole—and 
of the scheduling of litigation with respect to other scenes in the society.

Procedures. Unlike mere negotiation or conference, litigation is con­
ducted according to definite procedural rules. Although these rules are 
much looser than those of Western courts, they are, by Yakan standards, 
fairly strict and explicit. During proceedings judges frequently make 
reference to the following general rules governing the conduct of court 
sessions.

1. Speaking time is a free good available in unlimited quantity to any 
person present as long as what he says is relevant to the case.

2. A speaker has the right to finish before being interrupted.
3. Judges have the right to call on a person to speak, but one may speak 

without being called upon.7
4. Litigants should address all their arguments to the court.
5. Overt expression of anger, and especially any violence, must be 

avoided. Allowance should be made for the necessity, in litigation, for 
people to say unkind things about one another. Disputants must be al­
lowed to accuse, judges to admonish.

6. Each party of protagonists, as well as the judges, has the right to 
confer in private whenever necessary.

7. A continuous period of time should be allotted to each case 
a single court session.

Although there is some
of events is as follows:

1. Presentation of the case by the person to whom it is reported.
2. Taking testimony from each side and from witnesses.
3. Arguments from each side presented together (one 

present its complete case and then defer to the other side).
4. Private conference of the judges.
5. Presentation of a ruling.
6. Further argument (optional but inevitable).
7. Private conference of each side (optional).

7. The question of someone’s refusing to testify never seems to arise.



■!

ig the Subanun) and the types of cases that 
iple, fills the agendas of Yakan courts, 

Subanun legal case. This fact

i ;

TOPIC

Subanun legal cases arise in much the same way as Yakan ones, except 
that they need not be initiated by a plaintiff. A judge can try someone 
for an offense even if no complaint has been made. It seems ridiculous, 
however, to call this criminal law, since the offenses in question are 
generally slanderous or flirtatious remarks made by an incautious drinker, 
often not at all resented by the victim. Otherwise the definitions of par­
ticular kinds of offenses are similar. (A major difference is that the Yakan 
consider sexual relations with an affine as incestuous, whereas the Subanun 
practice levirate and sororate marriage and sororal polygyny.) There 
are great differences, however, in the kinds of offenses that occur (vio­
lence is almost unknown amon 
reach court. Adultery, for examy 
whereas it is rarely the overt’basis of a f~ ’ “ ' ’
is not a comment on Subanun virtue but on the weakness of Subanun 
legal sanctions.

t
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so minor that only the fertile imagination of 
can magnify them into a serious threat to some
general (Frake 1963:221). Yakan courts, too, cannot cope with the
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a Subanun legal authority 
person or to society in 

full range of offenses committed, but the Yakan, by absolu77standard^ 
commit much more serious crimes. A Parkinsonian cynic viewing Yakan 
and Subanun life and law might conclude that the severity of crime in­
creases with the ability of a legal system to cope with it.

ROLE STRUCTURE

Subanun courts are always formed ad hoc to try a particular case, 
mere are no court schedules or regular meeting places. The role of judge 
is open to any adult male with the ability to formulate successful de­
cisions and performance in the role is largely a route to community 
leadership, rather than a result of it. Unlike the Yakan, where a parish 
priest is generally a political leader as well, Subanun roles of legal and 
religious authority are quite distinct and typically filled by separate in­
dividuals. Subanun litigation less often musters bodies of kin in support 
of disputants partly because there is usually less of common interest 
at stake and km do not share collective responsibility under mortal and 
divine sanctioning agents.

Case Studies of Law in Non-Western Societies 
the other hand, retreated or succumbed entirely. They have remained 
pagan and retained temporary economic and political independence at 
t k pi ice of inci eased isolation and loss of land. Perhaps not unrelated 
to this difference in adaptation to external pressures is a marked differ­
ence in the behavior of the two peoples today: the Subanun drink, 
whereas the Yakan fight.

There is among the Subanun a set of activities that, in contrast to 
other Subanun activities, can be defined in much the same terms as 
lakan litigation: an integral speech event concerned with settling dis­
putes by means of a ruling formulated by neutral judges. A brief de­
scription ol litigation in one Subanun community appears elsewhere 
(Frake 1963). Here we will restrict ourselves to a lew comparisons along 
the dimensions of topic, outcome, role structure, and integrity.

INTEGRITY

The striking difference between Subanun and Yakan litigation, and 
one that does not derive from differences in socio-economic complexity 
in any obvious way, is the place of the activity in the over-all structure 
of cultural scenes. Subanun activities are sharply divisible into festive 
and nonfestive scenes, the former always involving feasting and drinking 
(Frake 1964b). Subanun litigation is festive behavior, performed as part 
of a larger scene and accompanied by eating, drinking, and merrymak­
ing. In this respect it is the same kind of behavior as the performance 
of religious offerings; the two activities, in fact, often occur together as 
parts of the same festivity. Subanun litigation, then, is less of an integral 
unit of performance and scheduling than is the comparable Yakan ac­
tivity. Subanun legal arguments, as they develop in the course of drink­
ing, exhibit more obvious attention to message form. Litigants and judges 
employ esoteric legal language, often arranged into verse and sung to 
the tune of drinking songs (Frake 1964a). Thus, whereas the Yakan 
try relatively serious cases in scenes of informal discussion, the Subanun 
devote themselves to trivia] disputes in scenes of formal festivities. This 
difference is crucial to any functional interpretations of litigation in the 
two societies. Participation in litigation has different meanings and differ­
ent consequences in the two societies because of it.

OUTCOME

The rulings of a Subanun court, like those of the Yakan, generally 
demand financial compensation (but fines are calculated in units of 
twenty centavos rather than of ten pesos) and may call for admonitions 
and rituals of reconciliation. But not only does the Subanun court have 
no legal sanctions of force to back up a decision, there is also little realis­
tic threat of illegal force it can bring to bear. The Subanun offender may 
fear a certain amount of social censure-a real enough sanction, to be 
sure—but he need not fear a shotgun blast interrupting his evening meal, 
the outcome of more than one Yakan dispute. The Subanun also lack 
an Almighty' God to mete out justice when litigation fails. For this rea­
son, “A large share, if not the majority, of legal cases deal with offenses
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The Yakans of 
Basilan City *

The Moslem people in the Philippines 
are divided into different groups. The 
major groups are the Maguindanao of 
Cotabato, the Maranao of Lanao, and the 
Tausug and Sama] of the Sulu Archipe­
lago. The minor groups are the Bajao of 
the Sulu Archipelago and the Yakans of 
Basilan City.

Tire Yakans are the native inhabitants 
of Basilan, an island city south of Zam­
boanga. They live in the interior parts, 
occupying the eastern, central, and south­
eastern parts of the island. A few of them 
are found in the northwest coast. Accord­
ing to the last census of the Philippines, 
the population of Basilan City was 
155,712.1 Seventy thousand2 were pure 
Yakans.

Origin of the Yakans. Legends say 
that the Yakans are the “descendants of a 
people who survived the kingdom of the 
Atlantis and the Mu.3 Some historians 
record that the Yakans originated from 
some small island in the Pacific.4 The 
present Sultan of the Yakans thinks they 
are related to the Yaks of Borneo. The 
anthropologist, Otley Beyer, could not 
determine their origin.5

Yakan physical features. The typi­
cal Yakans are described by Henry 
Landor as fairer and taller than the 
average Filipino.

They have marked features: slant­
ing eyes, skin of deep brown, and 
wavy black hair of a fine texture and 
rich blue-black color .... They have 
stumpy hands with short fingers and 
thumbs .... Their feet are coarse and 
have abnormally long toes which are 
quite pliable and supple. Although de­
graded, they bear the refined quality 
of a good stock.6

Yakan social traits. Landor 
cribes them as a wild tribe.

They keep much to themselves, are 
suspicious of everybody, treacherous, 
unreliable, and given to fighting when­
ever a chance occurs. They are sel­
dom to be seen about, their haunts 
being high upon the mountains ... .7 

They have a strong spirit of revenge. When 
provoked, they are dangerous and ruth­
less. Otherwise, they are peaceful, kind, 
and friendly.

Departmen/of S, D4Sc of^ ^S^X.1960

finger Wulff, Folk Features of Yakan Culture. Vol. 6 (Kobenhavan: Museum of Denmark, 1965), 

3Procorio Montesino, "The Yakans. Natives of Basilan". Manila Times (July 19, 1965) p. 2-B 
* Ibid.,
5Henry 0. Beyer, Filipino Ethnographic Groups. Vol. 1 (Manila: Filipiniana, 1937) pp. 301-302.
6Henry S. Landor, The Gems of the East. Vol. Il (London: Macmillan and Co.,'Limited, 1904), p. 21 
''ibid., pp. 21-22.
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thatched roof is made of thick layers of 
cogon grass. The walls are made either of 
bamboo matting, split bacacay, or hori­
zontally placed wooden boards. There are 
no windows in order to insure safety 
from tliieves. The floor is of split bam­
boo with the convex sides upwards. If the 
floor is made of wood, a small hole is 
provided for spitting through. The hearth 
is usually placed in a separate building 
built close to the house but somewhat 
lower and connected to it by a porch, 
either open or roofed. If the house does 
not have a separate building for the kitch­
en, the hearth is placed inside the house 
and the porch is placed along the side of 
the house near the hearth. Access to the 
porch is by steps made of long bamboo 
poles or merely a wooden or bamboo 
pole with steps cut into it.

The one-room house serves as a living 
room, bedroom, dining room, and store­
room. Along one of the long-side walls 
are chests for storing clothes, metal trays 
for the serving of food, bronze cases and 
vessels for betel nut, mats, and mattresses 
wlrich are rolled out at night for sleeping 
on, or to sit upon during parties. The 
mattresses are stuffed with native kapok. 
Usually, in one comer of the room is a 
loom with one end fastened to the wall 
and the other ending in a cord wound 
around the waist of the weaver.

In the kitchen is a fireplace, a large 
rectangular box made of eight-inch 
boards, sitting on the floor of the room. 
The box is filled with earth. Among the 
utensils in the kitchen are earthen pots, 
pans, and kettles used for cooking; a long 
bamboo container for fetching water; 
ladles and water vessels made of coco­
nut shells; coconut graters, rice trays,

I

Because they keep much to themselves, 
they have preserved their racial charac­
teristics except in cases of intermarriage 
with slaves captured from other tribes. 
They are very wiry and have great powers 
of endurance. Among Yakans, boys arc 
everything in the family while the girls 
are merely considered for their worth in 
marriage. A man often has two or three 
wives, but never more than four.

Yakan costume. Tire most impor­
tant parts of the clothes of the Yakans are 
common to both men and women. Their 
basic articles of clothing are tire vest 
called the badju with narrow sleeves slit 
at the front, and the tight brown trousers 
with narrow legs. The most elaborate 
trousers arc made of striped material 
called the laup woven by tire Yakan 
women themselves. For daily wear, how­
ever, only tire trouser legs below the 
knees are made of laup, while the rest of 
the clothes are made of purchased or 
home-woven material. Black vests and 
trousers can be worn by both men 
and women, though, men are more apt to 
wear white costumes.

The only difference between the cos­
tume of the men and the women is the 
accessories. The men wear around their 
heads the red cloth called the pis and the 
red belt around their waist called the 
kandit. The belt is of considerable length, 
the longest being fifteen meters.

The accessories of the women’s cloth­
ing are the breast covering, the short 
skirt, and the saputangan. The vest is a 
five-cornered breast covering which is 
open in front. The short skirt is worn 
outside the trousers. Over the skirt is 
tied, in a form of a belt, the saputangan 
which is a rectangular piece of cloth. The

I

saputangan is the most costly part of the 
women’s costume. The modified costume 
for women is composed of a narrow 
short-armed white vest, thin and loosely 
hanging, under which is a chemise. The 
trousers hang loosely, having wide legs.

The men wear their hair long, twisting 
it around their headdress. Their only or­
nament is tire long belt. The women have 
more. They have bangles and finger rings 
of shell, silver, and gold as well as ear 
ornaments. At festivals they wear pro­
tectors called suplu on the ring finger of 
the left hand. On their hair they wear 
large combs. Both men and women have 
betel nut boxes called lutu-an tied to tire 
waist outside the kandit for men and the 
saputangan for women. The box contains 
betel leaves, areca nut, lime, and tobacco.

Yakan beauty culture. Like the 
other pagan or non-Christian tribes of 
Mindanao, the Yakans practice the filing 
and blackening of their teeth. To them a 
well-filed blackened set of teeth makes a 
girl more beautiful, and a boy more 
handsome. They redden their lips by 
chewing betel leaves and areca nut with 
lime.

Yakan house. The Yakans do not 
live in concentrated villages but rather 
scatter their houses among the lulls and 
fields. In a house there may be a single 
family: the husband and his wife or wives 
and their children, and, perhaps, their 
own siblings, married or single. This is 
not necessarily a permanent arrangement. 
Married children may live in tine house 
of either parents for a while and later 
build their own house.

A typical Yakan house is a one-room 
rectangular building with its floor elevated 
from the ground several feet high. The
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and rice measures. On the hearth is 
a gridiron for drying fish and remnants 
of food. The wooden rice mortar is 
kept under the house.
yYakan economic life. In the earlier 

days the Yakans lived principally on 
camotes. They were hunters of nomadic 
habits, constantly changing their where­
abouts. Some of them built boats and 
traded these for the products of the 
fishermen living along the coast. They 
also did considerable trade in wax, honey, 
rattan, almacega, gum, and copal with the 
coast people. At one time they possessed 
many cattle but most of these died of 
rinderpest.

Nowadays the Yakans engage in farm­
ing and practice crop diversification. Their 
common crops are rice, camote, cassava, 
maize, beans, tomatoes, eggplants, sugar 
cane, coffee, betel nut, pepper, areca 
nut, coconut, and fruits like papaya, bana­
na, pineapple, mango and jackfruit. They 
also plant tobacco. At present copra 
production is their chief source of income.

Every Yakan house has herd of goats, 
several cats, chicken, horses, and possibly, 
a carabao. They seldom have dogs and 
they never have pigs. If a Yakan has a 
house, clothing, food, some brass vessels, 
goats, and a horse on which to ride, he 
is contented with his lot in life.

■f Yakan marriage customs. The 
parents of a Yakan man with his relatives 
and friends ask the parents of the girl for 
her hand. The price of the bride is dis­
cussed. It may be paid in the form of 
money and/or animals and gongs. This 
matter is settled in a large house, usually 
owned by a close relative or by the datu 
where the relatives and friends gather for 
the affair.
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grave is watched to prevent the mutilation 
of the body of the deceased by some out­
sider who may want to use some part of it 
for charm or anting-anting.

Besides the peculiar procedures being

’Howard F. Vos. cd., Religious in a Changing World (Chicago: Moody Press, 1959), p. 80.

, C RueI HeSS’ Oucifix, Crescent and Shrine", Alliance Mission in Southern Mindanao
and Sulu (Unpublished B.D. Thesis, National Bible School, Wichita, Kansas, 1941), p. 10.

_^8er ",U^> Features of Yakan Culture. Vol. 6 (Kobenhaven: Museum of Denmark, 1965) 
pp. 70-71. 7’

followed in the burial ceremonies, the use 
of decorations is another interesting as­
pect of the Yakan funeral. Over tire grave 
is a very low mound around which a ditch 
is dug. Inside lire ditch four wooden 
boards are laid. On top of the mound are 
wooden structures consisting of two long 
boards, carved and painted in many colors 
and connected by two other long boards 
also painted but not carved. The frame 
has no top nor bottom. It stands on four 
legs which continue upward as four posts 
carrying a canopy of white cloth. At each 
corner is a rectangular white flag. The 
wooden structure called the langkapan 
represents a boat. It serves as the boat of 
the dead in which his soul can sail to 
the other side of the sea. The ditch 
serves as a grave mark. This Yakan grave 
structure representing a ship is not a part 
of Islam. It is part of the teaching of the 
Yakan’s pre-Islamic religions.

Yakan formal education. The for­
mal education of the Yakans is connected 
with their Moslem religion. At the age of 
at least seven years, a child is placed 
under the tutelage of an Imam or Guro 
who teaches him to read the Koran. 
The length of his studies depends upon 
his ability and speed in learning to read. 
It may take one to four years after which 
he is graduated. On his graduation a great 
celebration is held. The graduation cere­
mony usually marks the end of a Yakan’s 
formal education. However, if he is pre­
paring to become an Imam, he takes fur­
ther studies under an Imam who teaches

leaders could not go to Mecca; so they 
looked to Samal and Tausug Imams for 
their religious instruction. Some of their 
Hadjis were able to go to Singapore to 
study the Koran in Arabic, thus obtaining 
prestige in their religious circles. During 
tire last few years, however, with improved 
economic conditions, a number of them 
were able to make their pilgrimage to 
Mecca. As a result, some sort of revival 
in Islam has taken place among them 
recently.

Yakan house of worship. The cen­
ter of Yakan religion is the house of 
prayer called the langgal. This is built on 
piles and resembles the Yakan house ex­
cept for the fact that the side walls do not 
reach right up to the roof as tire walls of 
houses do. At one side is a covered 
porch, tire roof of which is lower than 
that of the main room. Inside this porch 
the Koran is placed. In this building tire 
Imam, who is the religious leader, prays 
five times daily. The rest of the people 
come to pray only on Friday.

Yakan divergences from Islam. 
A number of differences between pure 
Islam and the Yakan Moslem practices 
are worth mentioning. For example, in 
the pure Moslem religion the Imam serves 
only in the mosque whereas tire Yakan 
Imam serves not only in the langgal but 
also in some big rituals in the community. 
Again, whereas in the pure Moslem reli­
gion the women are veiled and the unmar­
ried women are kept in the house, among 
the Yakans, the women are not veiled. Nei-

■i I 
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The wedding lasts for three days. Both 
the bride and the bridegroom are dressed 
in ordinary costumes, but their faces are 
painted black and white. On the first day 
of the wedding the bride is placed in a 
cubical tent of colored material and is 
carried to the house where the wedding 
ceremony is to take place. On the second 
day die bridegroom comes riding on a 
horse. The wedding is performed by the 
Imam. On the third day tlic rice ceremony 
is celebrated. After the wedding the bride 
is brought to the house of tlie bride­
groom in a palanquin. The bridegroom 
follows on horseback.

According to the Islamic law a man 
may have four wives at the most.8 This 
gives the Yakan the liberty to practice 
polygamy. Divorce is quite common. 
When this happens, the children usually 
stay with the mother.

Yakan religion. The Yakans profess 
to be Moslems. Robert Ruel Hess reports 
an interesting account of how Islam reach­
ed the Yakans of Basilan. 9 According to 
record, Makdun, an Arabian judge and 
scholar, introduced Mohammedanism first 
to Malacca and later to Sulu and Min­
danao. His teachings were supposed to 
have gained the strongest foothold and 
the fastest progress in Bwansa, Sulu’s old 
capital, and in the island of Tapul. He 
seemed to have taught in Zamboanga and 
in the island of Basilan in about 1380.

Gradually, the Yakans embraced the 
teachings of Islam but they still retained 
many of their superstitious beliefs. Main­
ly because of poverty, their religious

thcr are their unmarried girls kept in the 
house. Instead they work with the men 
in the field.

In the matter of inheritance, Islam 
provides that the daughter’s share is 
half of the son’s, but among the Yakans 
the heirs receive equal shares. Regarding 
prayer, the Koran demands that every 
true Moslem must pray five times a day, 
but among the Yakans only the Imam 
observes this injunction strictly.

Yakan superstitions. In addition to 
their divergences from the Moslem re­
ligious observances, the Yakans also ob­
serve a number of superstitious practices 
which they mix with their rudimentary 
belief in Mohammedanism. One of these 
has to do with the use of the anting- 
anting as a source of power in courtship 
and in business, and as a means of pre­
venting sickness or of healing the sick. 
This anting-anting may be anything un­
usual in nature such as a stone in the 
body of the dead animal or person. These 
objects are supposed to have supernatural 
power or charm.

Another interesting example of a mix­
ture of Moslem and pagan practices among 
the Yakans is in their death and burial 
rituals. When a person dies, his body is 
washed. A thorough cleansing of the 
body is done through its openings. This 
includes the emptying of the bowels. All 
the people around help in the washing of 
the body. The funeral always takes place 
in the afternoon, if possible, on the same 
day the death occurs, but if not, on the 
following day. Very often the deceased 
is buried on his own land. After the burial, 
the grave is watched by the relatives of 
the' deceased. This is done by rotation 
until each relative has done his part. The
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him the duwa’a or special prayers, the 
hutba or sermon, and tire kitab or cere­
monies. When he finishes this part of his 
studies, he becomes a helper to the Imam 
in tire langgal, first as a bilal, and later, 
as a hatib. After this, he becomes a full- 
fledged Imam. As an Imam, he can be­
come the head of a langgal provided he 
is married. As head of the langgal, he 
assumes the duties and privileges of the 
Imam both in the langgal and the com­
munity at large.

Yakan political government. The 
government of the Yakans is similar to 
that of the other primitive people. Their 
chief is called the datu. A less influential 
datu pays a certain amount of homage to 
a more powerful one. There was a time 
when the Yakans looked to the Sultan 
of Sulu as their highest authority. Since 
January 1, 1969 they have had their 
own chief, the Sultan of Basilan City.

Although tire Yakans have their own 
tribal government headed by the Sultan, 
they are under the control of the Philip­
pine government. The government author­
ities, however, intervene in their affairs 
only in cases when big crimes like killings 
are committed. The minor cases are set­
tled among the Yakans themselves with 
the help of the Imam or the elder who 
may fine the disputants or just give them 
some advice on how to settle their dis­
putes. If they are not contented with 
the decision of the Imam or the elder, 
they take the matter to the Sultan for 
final action.

The most common crimes among the 
Yakans are stealing, adultery, and mur­
der. The usual causes of these crimes are 
the holdings of grudges over petty mis­
understandings, immorality, and land 
conflicts.

I
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This analysis has been inspired by: 
(1) the conviction that the treaty is 
of a grave and risky nature; (2) the 
discovery that many educated persons 
including even a good number of our 
political leaders have not read the docu­
ment nor followed the discussions by 
eminently qualified persons; and (3) by 
the observation that some leading mem­
bers of our panel have glossed over 
the evident defects of the pact and 
have gone so far as to give the im­
pression that the opposition comes 
mainly from persons who are ignorant 
and bigoted and whose tlrinking is distort­
ed by grudge against our former enemy.

This paper is intended primarily for 
tire many laymen who may not have 
the time to study tire issues involved. 
But it is also hoped that even the 
experts may note here some highly 
significant points which they may have 
overlooked or failed to give adequate 
emphasis.

What I am here offering is the result 
of my own independent and construc­
tive study of the document and of the 
issues involved. I have, of course, gone 
over all the discussions and statements 
of experts on both sides, among which 
are: the speeches of Dr. Laurel before 
the Manila Rotary Gub; the speech of 
the then President Antonino of the 
Philippine Chamber of Commerce; the 
comments of Arsenio Lacson and of 
Dean Conrado Benitez; the statements 
of Mr. Reyes, President of the Philippine 
Chamber of Industries; the analysis of 
Mr. Locsin in the Free Press, and “Twen­
ty Questions” prepared by Mr. Neri, 
our former Ambassador to Japan and

Pedro Cuevas, Hero of Basilan. 
Before evangelical Christianity came to 
Basilan tire Yakans had been subdued to 
some extent by the brave Pedro Cuevas 
whose life is a story of daring and thrill­
ing adventure. Of the datus of Basilan he 
was the most influential. A Tagalog by 
birth, he was a one-time convict from Ca­
vite who was confined in the penal settle­
ment in San Ramon, Zamboanga City. In 
1865, together with some companions, he 
succeeded in working out a plan of escape 
and found his way to Basilan. By force 
of character and desperate courage, he 
later became a leader among the Yakan 
Moslems. Having subdued twenty-six of 
the twenty-seven Yakan villages, he be­
came their datu. He adapted himself to 
their culture and embraced their Moslem 
religion. Knowing the characteristics of 
of his subjects, he ruled them with an 
iron hand, putting to death anyone who 
made the slightest opposition to his will.

Having done much to bring peace to 
Basilan, Pedro Cuevas was not only un­
conditionally pardoned by Spain, but 
also was honored by being made the 
Datu of Basilan. When the United States 
took possession of the Philippines. Datu 
Cuevas continued to hold his position 
in Basilan, for he was loyal to the new 
governors.

When Datu Cuevas died in 1904, his 
brother, Gavino, succeeded him. Then, 
when Datu Gavino died, Pedro Cuevas, 
Jr., took over. On January 1, 1969, Datu 
Pedro Cuevas, Jr., was promoted and pro­
claimed Sultan of Basilan City. This same 
man, Pedro Cuevas, Jr., has been very 
instrumental in helping the missionaries 
of The Christian and Missionary Alliance 
evangelize the Yakans through the agency 
of the Yakan Mission School.

A layman s Analysis of 
the Phil.-Japan Treaty

Alfredo Q. Gonzalez* /
one-time our Acting Secretary of Foreign 
Affairs, for the Manila Rotary Gub 
after Dr. Laurel’s speech. Those dis­
cussions and statements were by men 
whom we would insult to call ignorant 
bigoted and misguided by hatred. Could 
such insulting charge be justly made 
against such men? Senator Sumulong, 
vice-chairman of our panel, himself re­
fused to sign the document.

To make the issues stand out and 
help make clear the structural patterns 
of the problem, 1 have chosen the out­
line form for this analysis.
I. Is the Treaty Necessary and Urgent?

No, because:
1. As Senator Antonino pointed, 'with­

out the Treaty, our balance of trade 
with Japan since 1950, except for one 
year, has been in our favor. So he 
asked, “Why should we voluntarily risk 
losing that favorable balance of trade? 
•Our answer to this in the Philippine 
[Chamber of Commerce is an emphatic 
Wo/”

2. We shall get no more concessions 
under the Treaty than we are gettiqg r- 
under the present agreement. On the 
other hand, Japan will get more con­
cessions under the treaty than are granted 
her under the present trading agreement. 
“Therefore,” said Mr. Antonino, “we 
cannot see the need for the Treaty.”

Let us remember that originally it 
was not we but Japan who wanted the 
Treaty. And now for us to feel and 
to say that the Treaty is necessary to 
us is to put us at a great disadvantage 
and so to weaken considerably our bar­
gaining position. If our negotiators made 
the Japanese sense that we ourselves

I
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This blending of Islamic and pre-Islamic rites is also seen in most of 
the important rites in the life of the individual. One of these important

such rites and traditions that to an outsider are of obvious pre-Islamic 
origin.

The center of religious practice is the langgal—here the Friday 
prayers are performed, though usually only few attend, and here the big 
annual celebrations take place. The head of the langgal is the imam, who 
has two helpers, the hatib and the bilal. The imam leads the congregational 
prayer, but he has many other duties. At all important events the imam 
is asked to pray, and he must perform the big rites in the life of the 
Yakan, e.g., wedding and burial.

To say that the Yakan are very keen in following the religious duties 
of Islam would be an exaggeration. Not even the imams will perform the 
five daily prayers (Yakan: sambahayang), and only few attend the Friday 
sambahayang in the langgal. Only during the fasting month (bulan puase) 
is the attendance better—maybe to make up for the poor observance of 
the fasting. Except for the imams, only very few fast during the whole 
month. Many do it for a few days only. At the end of puase a fee, pitla, 
is due, and after the harvest there is the payment of the actual “alms,” 
the djakat. That only very few Yakans have made the pilgrimage to 
Mecca is not surprising; still to a great extent living on their own pro­
ducts they do not have the money for this expensive travel.

While the so-called “pillars” of Islam on the whole are not given too 
much importance, some of the Islamic prohibitions are much better fol­
lowed. This is especially the case with the prohibition of eating pork; 
pork is never eaten among the Yakan. Formerly they sometimes had to 
hunt wild boars to protect their fields, but they sold the flesh to the 
Christians. On the whole also the ban on alcohol is observed, though 
not all follow it completely.

The Yakan follow the Muslim calendar having a lunar year. In seven 
months they have religious celebrations, three of which are very impor­
tant. These are the two official Muslim festivals, id al-fitr (Yakan puase) 
at the end of the fasting month, and id al-kurban (Yakan hadji) in the 
month of the pilgrimage. The third big festival among the Yakan is the 
celebration of the birth of the Prophet Muhammad, maulud, in the third 
month. Though this is a Muslim celebration many of its features among 
the Yakan are clearly pre-Islamic rites that have been incorporated into 
this Islamic festival.
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The Yakan live on the island of Basilan, predominantly in the in­
terior. It is very difficult to find information about them from the past, 
but it seems that they have been an inland people for a long time.

The Yakan are an agricultural people. Their most important crop 
at least the one that they value most—is upland rice, but few are able 
to harvest enough for the whole year. Other important crops are camote 
and cassava, supplemented by corn and vegetables. Formerly they had 
many cattle, but that is a thing of the past. Besides the various crops, 
fish constitute an important part of their diet. The Yakan themselves do 
only little fishing, but as most of them live comparatively near the sea, 
they are able to buy fresh fish from the coastal Samal. Today the growing 
of coconuts is of increasing importance, and many Yakans have some in­
come from producing copra.

As already mentioned literature about the Yakan is extremely 
scarce, but some information is found in a few books dating from the 
beginning of this century. These sources agree that the Yakan are Mus­
lims, although they practice pagan rites. Even today an observer will 
find that many pre-Islamic rites and ideas are still alive, though incor­
porated into Yakan Islam. The Yakan. if asked about his religion, will 
declare himself a Muslim, and he will consider as purely Muslim even

The Yakan are one of the cultural minorities 
in the Philippines. They live on the island of Basilan, 
southern Philippines. They are an agricultural peo­
ple, and are Muslims, although they practice pagan 
rites. They have been an inland people for a long 
time, and it was only recently that they have start­
ed social intercourse with neighboring Christians.

WULFF: THE YAKAN OF BASILAN
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That so little is known about the Yakan from former times is a con­
sequence of the fact that the Yakan had only little connection with other 
people. With the Samal some bartering took place, but toward the small 
Christian population the Yakan were extremely hostile, and they were 
verj' much feared. Today they are no more so completely isolated, but 
still there is not much intercourse with the now rather numerous Christ-

A man is allowed not only the four wives that the Koran allows him, 
but as many as he likes. Most men have one wife only, though some have 
two and very few more than three. It is not only a question of affording 
more wives than one, but a man cannot take a second wife without the 
consent of the first wife, nor a third wife without the consent of the two 
wives, and so on. Divorce is not uncommon. According to Muslim law 
what property the wfei has brought into the marriage is always hers, 
and this law is followed by the Yakan. When it comes to inheritance the 
Yakan women ar.e better off than most Muslim women, as sons and 
daughters inherit equally, whereas according to the Koran a daughter’s 
inheritance should be only half as big as a son’s.

Because of the scarce information about the Yakan in the past it 
is not clear whether among the Muslim Filipinos datuship has been 
prevalent. It is true that from the last century there is mention of some 
datus in Basilan, but these seem to have come from Sulu—the Sultan of 
Sulu once claimed Basilan as part of his Sultanate. However, in the 1870’s 
a man came to Basilan, who should become of great importance among the 
Yakan and be recognized by them as their datu. This man was a Caviteno 
by the name of Pedro Cuevas. He had been a political prisoner in the 
San Ramon penal colony near Zamboanga but with a few co-prisoners he 
escaped to Basilan and little by little he conquered the Yakan communi­
ties and was recognized as the datu of the Yakan under the name Datu 
Kaiung. He became a Muslim and married several Yakan girls. After his 
death first a nephew succeeded him, later Datu Kalung’s son became 
Datu Unding. A few years ago Dato binding was proclaimed sultan.

■

■

incidents is the magtammat, ending the study of the Koran which most 
Yakan children attend; during this study the children learn to read the 
Koran in Arabic but without learning the language so that they do not 
understand what they read. The magtammat, being so closely connected 
with the Muslim religion, is of nearly purely Islamic character. But a 
wedding usually consists not only of a Muslim ceremony but of an older 
one as well that shows strong Malay affinity. And although at the burial 
all Islamic rules are followed they too are supplemented by rites of non- 
Islamic origin.

Whereas in the just mentioned instances features of older religion 
have been incorporated into Islamic religious life, in other’ instances old 
ceremonies are still alive. In this case most often, if not always, Aiabic 
prayers are used. Ceremonies of pre-Islamic character are to a very great 
extent connected with rice cultivation, each phase of which has its neces­
sary ritual. After the harvest a thanksgiving prayer is performed by the 
religious representative of Islam, the imam, but the important rites before 
planting and before the harvest may be performed by either the imam or 
by another person, the tabib. who is really a survival from the older reli­
gion. The tabib may also be called to cure sickness using prayers and 
herbs.

There is another representative of the old religion still practicing, 
too, the bahasa, who is working as a shaman. When called to cure sick­
ness or to tell one’s fortune, e.g., he will summon spirits to possess him 
and, talking through him, tell what is to be done. Though this in origin 
and in appearance—is a pre-Islamic shamanistic seance, it has been made 
a part of the Muslim religion, because the bahasa or his spirits can only 
succeed if it is God’s will.

Islam is not just a religion showing itself in certain religious cere­
monies, partly at fixed times, partly at crises in the life of man, but it 
permeates his whole life. Thus social life is part of Islam as are those 
aspects of life that we would recognize as religion. It is therefore quite 
natural that to the Yakan the langgal is not only the center of religious 
life, but it is the center of the community as well. To which community a 
person belongs is a question of to which langgal he belongs, so that even 
if a man geographically speaking is living in one community, he himself 
may belong to another community if he is a member of that other langgal, 
though of course usually people are living around the langgal to which 
they belong. As the langgal is the center of the community, so is the imam 
of the langgal not only the religious but also the secular head of the 
community, though in cooperation with three elders.

.0

What may strike an outsider as strange is that the strong division 
into a male and a female world that is usually found among Muslims does 
not exist among the Yakan. There is no segregation of women. Although 
some kinds of work can be done by only one sex—plowing, for exam­
ple, is man’s work—many kinds can be done by either sex—planting, 
weeding, and harvesting may be done by man or woman, often by both 
sexes in cooperation.
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ian population and among this Christian population there is still a 
limited knowledge about the Yakan.

Until now only few Yakans have received an education. Before the 
war an evangelical missionary school was started in the eastern part of 
Basilan. and several Yakan attended it. Nowadays there are, of course, 
also public schools, but still the majority of the Yakan children do not 
go to school, and if they do, often for a short time only.

As to Muslim education there has in certain areas been some deve­
lopment. In recent years Muslim missionaries have visited the Yakan. In 
some places their teachings have been looked upon as somewhat des­
picable modern ideas; one imam’rather contemptuously referred to these 
teachings as “modern innovations.” However in other communities the 
missionaries have had considerable influence.
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p.26 Exchange relations
The simplest form of exchange is barter of food items. Although I once 

observed a Yakan man bartering a package of cassava for edible mollusks from 
B^djau women in the Lamitan market on Basilan, barter appears to be rather rare 
in the northern part of the area [i.e., Zamboanga and Sulu]...

....tore usual as the sale of food itmes by small-scale producers in regu­
larly constituted market places, utilizing Philippine currency and the services 
of middlemen... Un Basilan a similar situation prevails between Samal and Y-.' . n. 
The Yakan bring from their farms cassava, bananas aid other fruit, sweet potatoes, 
and unhusked maize to the Lamitan public market. The Yakan farm wives sell these 

items on the spot to Samal mid ienien. Some of the produce enters the Lamitan 
market place, but most is transported to the Zamboanga town market and occasional­
ly to the Isabella market. With the cash they receive the Yakan then buy fish 
at market stalls, the fish having been caught b Samal and sold to stall keepers. 
Minor items are also significant. Thus the Yakan produce the areca nuts and the 
Samal the lime for betel chewing, both being sold by Samal stall keepers.

Craft specialization is another focus of exchange*. The Yakan make ro ,-e - nd 
twine...

- ’ ' speaking groups, together lith the Jama '<■ >un, & al 'ndBadjau). YaJ ,n. Ths tr ditional home of the Yakan is Basilan Isl; nd. Today A -- 
p ■' >it inly the e stern half and northern part of the island. There is a 
Yakan farmin community in Zamboanga City near Tictapol and individual Yakanp “ ■* - *■ -V p-- ■'.cuuuuungd. uauy ne.-.r nczapou and individual Y.-.kan or

- - ‘-■milieo h..ve ~ on loth coasts of the neninsula and on off-shore
5 1 nds. Combos in his 1667 account (Blair and itobertson 40:122-123) called the 
inland people of Basilan sameacas, which prol bly refers to the Yakan. Th Yakan 
h. vc. long been specialized in agriculture, at which they rre adept. They : re ^rowers 
of uplv.nd rice, using plow and carabao, ..nd of root and tree crows. They have 
ext■!..cive plantings of coconuts as cash crop and also raise eanuts for the 
sane purpose. Typically, they live in rural dispersed settlement pattern, Cut 
with a tendency to concentration of households in favorable localities. On the 

ilan coast there are a few mixed Yak • :.-l villages. Their urincinal market 
towns are Bohelebung nd Lamitan. The Yakan are Moslems aid follow their own * 
sultan, who resides in Lamitan, although in the past their dates acknowleged 
tne suzerainty oz the sultan of Sulu. In recent times they have on occasion 
been at odds with Tausug on Basilan ■.-.ho attempted to settle on Yakan land but 
who were ejected. The Y..’:an tend to wear tr ditional dress aid are the most 
colorful of the ethnic ^rouos of the area. They number approximately 60,000. 
Brake (1969) has worked intensively among the Yakan. and their culture has also 
been studied by ..ulff (1962, 1963, 1964, 1966-7, 1967). There is an early >a:er 
by Blumentritt (1892).
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p.2fi Status kcl'.tions
On bn oil:..: Island to the north, the Yakan ■•..ail Sami have • long-established 
biotic economic rel tionship accompanied by relatively easy coordinate per­

sonal relations. The Yak n in rticu’-r do not r .cognize Tausog superiority, 
and Yakan an. Samal have :. strong sense of group identity.

p.34 D si?., n Island
The lar ;e and fertile island of Basilan is the tr- ditional home of the Yakan. 

Bordering the Yakan •• griculturalists are ■•.. number of Samal and Sarnal-'Skkr.n com- 
, •unities'ulon the coast. There is a- Serial co . unity on Kauluan (Kaulengan) 
Island off the southeast tip of Basilan. In the past, Basioan has yielded isolated 
finds of trade cores-1-ins from burials dating to the 15th and 16th centuries (Peyer 
1947: 324-326), but v.dth the possible exception of what must have be.n a burial 
ground found by ..orcester and Guthe (1929) on Kauluan Island no sites of any sig­
nificance have be..n located and described.

In 1969 a brief survey vms conducted on the north coast of Basilan between Ba las 
..nd D ngkalan. langkulan is a small co... .unity which serves as t port for the nearby 
inland m rket tcwTof Lamitqn. small inter-island vessel makes d; ily trips from 
the pier at Da.njcalan to the torn of Zimboanga. ..5 the road approaches ths pier, 
to the east is a lot; hill just beyond v.liich is a small separate ’Tillage situated 
on a cove. The village consists of Samal, but with a long resident Tausug family, 
while the cove is also used as a moorage by a small. group of Badjau. mdjoiniry, the 
v-i 11 aga is an area of abandoned housesites. The surface of this urea yielded both 
earthenware and Chinese trade sherds, but the latter were no older than the 1; ch 
century, .according to local informants, on ..he nearby hill earlier trade cera..iics 
have be n unearthed, jrobably from burials. Ko other sites were found between 
Sangkalan and Balas.

~0n the east co st of Basilan is the coastal village of Bohelebung, a long 
established, market place for Yakm-S'-mal trading. Beyer (1947. : 325-326) recorded 
a number of burial finds in a sandy area, but no surface indications or sites 
were present. It proved impossible to visit Kauluan Island.

The limited road system of Basilan poses serious practical problems for ".rcn- 
eological survey. If sites are found it will probably be by accident. Some Chinese 
trade porcelains from burials on Basilan continue to be brougth to the tc-.n of 
Zaiilioanga for sale.
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IThe usually-lush tropical countryside is now dead brown, dusty, still. The houses 

are abandoned, the animals gone from their grazing under the coconut trees. Shrivel­
led immature fruits are lying under the mango and jackfruit trees. The Yakan coun­
try of Basilan Island, Southern Philippines, is a wartime wasteland.

To the drought in the Southern Philippines has been added disaster for the Mos­
lem Yakans: they have had to evacuate their homes to flee from the fighting between 
the Philippine military together with the Christian guerrillas against the Moslem 
guerrillas. Most Yakans are caught in the middle: either they comply with the military 
pressure and evacuate their homes, leaving their relatives more vulnerable to attack 

' by the military and themselves open to the disapproval of the Moslem guerrillas, 
called the Black Shirts; and leaving their sources of food, their crops and animals tor 
another place of questionable safety; or they remain at home or evacuate to a hill 
closeby, risking the daily skirmishes between the Black Shirts and the Hagas (the 
Christian guerrillas), and risking harrassment by the Philippine military who considers 
them sympathetic to the insurgents because they did not evacuate, and therefore wil 
subject them to harrassment whenever they pass through one of the numerous check­
points. And, of course, some of the Yakans decide to join the Black Shirts. Estimates 
by the evacuees are that about one half of the adult men have joined up or are 
sympathetic. Councillor Purigay of Lamitan says “They’d rather stay up in the hills 
and fight the army than die of hunger down here.” .

Most of the Yakan want to stay neutral. They have felt political, religious and 
economic discrimination like their Moslem relatives and neighbours, but are not 
willing to join a war that looks hopeless and is led by long-time outlaws. Their anger 
over discrimination has not until now been directed toward their Christian neigh­
bours who are now picking up arms to help the Philippine military. On the; other 
hand the Yakan cannot condone the actions of the military who have .-hel ed heir 
houses killed their relatives and friends, harrassed and beaten their neighbours, and 
armed the Christian terrorists and encouraged their raids into the Yakan hills.

This isn’t a holy war - yet. Even though Christian-Moslem conflicts started 
when the Spanairds arrived in the Philippines during the 16th century, Basilan Island 
_ and all the Southern Philippines for that matter - has been one of the most suc­
cessful places in the world for co-existing Christians and Moslems. But more Hagas 
are joining up largely because they are afraid of the secessionist threats of the Mos­
lems and Hagas are rumoured to wear an amulet signifying they are fighting for God.

Now the Christians fear Moslems will declare jihad, a holy war, if the conflict accele­
rates, and most predictions are that the war against the Moslems will continue for 
at least two years. So far at least 1,000 Moslems and 1,000 troops have died in the 
Zamboanga-Sulu area since November, when the fighting began.

The centre of Yakan culture is Basilan Island, an island about the size of Oahu, 
where almost all of the some 70,000 Yakans live, tending their coconuts and subsis­
tence crops and raising cattle and carabao. Yakan country is characterized by dis­
persed homesteads: families generally live on the land they work, and to go from 
one house to another Yakan walk barefoot along soft paths under the coconut trees 
which cover the rolling hills of most of the country. And the people are known for 
the most beautiful weaving in the Philippines, for beautiful women, for their fre­
quent joking and laughing, and for their tremendous pride, in a country where 400 
years of colonialism have largely left the people with very little self-respect. Yakans 
live in the interior country of Basilan, while Samals live along the coast, and Chris­
tians live in the three towns on the north side of the island and on land nearby.

Much of that has changed: the entire population of Yakans has been disrupted 
by war. Some 20% of the Yakan people have evacuated to Isabela City on Basilan, 
to Zamboanga City, and to islands nearby. Most of the rest have left their homes for 
temporary shelters on hilltops, hoping to avoid crossfire. A wartime economy is 
developing in Basilan, where purchase of food is restricted to small quantities, where 
the price of some staples has quadrupled (ground manioc has gone from P.O. 56 to 
P2 per unit), and evacuees are forced to sell their livestock for less than one-fourth 
their value of a year ago. Most Yakan are not allowed to sell their copra since they 
have no land title, and the. operations of the several large plantations on the island 
have been disrupted by the Black Shirts. It could be worse: on Jolo citizens must ob­
tain a military permit to buy even small quantities of wire, flashlight batteries, and 
gasoline. The military presence on Basilan (six naval ships surrounding Basilan, 
shelling sporadically the coastal villages; two helicopters and five jet fighters 
stationed in Zamboanga which come to Basilan frequently, and some 2,000 troops; 
numerous checkpoints along the few roads that are still open) constantly remind 
that the island is at the centre of fighting which consists mostly of skirmishes be­
tween Hagas and Black Shirts, and house burning. Some Moslem leaders in the 
country and abroad have denounced the Philippine government’s campaign against 
the Moslems as genocide, in a country where discrimination against Moslems is felt 
in several ways. Whatever the ideologies of the leaders, Yakan evacuees say the 
conflict in Basilan has many causes, including

1. Ilaga terrorism, apparently encouraged by the Philippine military. Yakans say 
the Philippine government was concerned about the secessionist movement (which 
was a response to dsicrimination against Moslems), and encouraged Christians in 
Cotabato, who had already been carrying on a land-grabbing war with Moslems and 
pagans, to destroy the power of the Moslems. The Moslems firmly believe that the 
Philippine military has encouraged almost all of the Haga activities, which spread 
from Cotabato last year down the Zamboanga peninsula to Basilan. Whatever the 
origin of the Ilaga movement, the Philippine government is now arming Christians 
to fight Moslems. According to the government-controlled newspapers, 28,000 
Christians have just recently been given arms in Cotabato, and reports are that these 
are given a monthly stipend from (Pl 20 to P200) and life insurance (P2.500 to 
P3,000) to fight Moslems. In Basilan, Barrio Self Defence Units have been set up by 
the military, where some 2,000 Christians have been armed. Yakans say Hagas are 
sent by the military on raids on villages; and most of the many military transport

^It's still Genocide even if they Die by Starvation

Carol H. Molony
Research Associate of the Linguistics Committee, Stanford University. Reprinted from Pahayang.
J uly, 19 7 3. ____________ _________ ___________ ____________ _______

strengthen and develop.
KHIEU SAMPHAN

Chief of the PNLAFK.
Minister of Interior, Communal Reformsand
Cooperatives
Minister of Information and Propaganda.
In the Cambodian Liberated Area, July 21, 1973.
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time before Yakans realized their rights to land were disappearing. There are many 
reports of Yakans selling cheaply to Christian farmers, then, upon learning that cash 
crops could be grown easily for good profit, they reclaimed the land by threatening 
the Christians. One way in which Christians were able to get a great number of their 
land titles is this: most of the workers for lumber concessions have been Christians. 
After all the timber is gone from an area, the land is put up for homesteading. Those 
Christian employees were the first to apply for titles. Many Yakan “squatters” went 
t° jail more than once before they were given title to their land. At the time martial 
law started there were 2,000 pending cases of plantation-owners against “squatters". 
Yakans report increased pressure against these squatters after martial law including 
poisoning of crops by two large lumber companies. After martial law started, these 
2,000 families, most of them Moslems, but some Christians, fled to the hills, and 
a large portion of them joined the insurgents. By March 2 (Zamboanga Times'), 
President Marcos had granted amnesty to all 2,000, but their lands have not been 
returned to them.

4. Political and religious prosecution. Almost all Yakans are engaged in near-sub- 
sistence agriculture. Very few play any role in local government. There is no Moslem 
in the Basilan mayor’s office, for instance. Apparently one of the efforts by Yakans 
to gain representation was to increase the numbers of students in Madrasa (religious 
schools). One consequence of attending these schools was that students learned to 
write (in Arabic script) and thus would be able to qualify for the literacy require­
ment for voter registration. In 1969, Mayor Brown of Basilan passed the Madrasa 
law prohibiting Madrasa schools. He said the law was in compliance with the national 
effort at nationalization of all Philippine schools, in an attempt to rid schools of any 
foreign ideology (a law aimed mainly at Chinese in the Philippines). Yakans said, 
however, that Brown was afraid they’d become qualified to vote and would put in 
one of their own candidates.

5. Harrassment by the Philippine military. Many innocent civilians were killed 
by the military and Philippine Constabulary (PC). Houses were burned. A shelling- 
by-ship campaign was waged against the town of Moluso by the military. The next 
day they set 100 houses on fire, all of them Moslem. Even houses to which people 
had tied white flags before they evacuated were burning. And there were reports 
that people evacuating in bangkas, small boats, were fired upon. The mosque in 
Lo ok was burned. There were several reports of napalm dropped by jet fighters in 
Sinulatan, near Lamitan.

People were pressured to evacuate by the military, but that by no means implied 
that the military would protect them. On the contrary, all evacuees are interrogated 
by the military or PC before they are allowed to enter an evacuee centre. There are 
many stories of interrogation including torture. Young boys with knuckles indicat­
ing they have been practicing karate are vulnerable to beating. Money, jewelry and 
food is confiscated from many of the people upon entering an evacuee centre.

A hadji came into Lamitan with 50 of his relatives to go to an evacuee centre, his 
money and jewelry were confiscated by the Philippine Army and PC. When he 
threatened to report the men, they killed him to keep him quiet. His wife, also a 
hadji, ran amuck (jura mentado) and managed to kill one PC and two Christian on­
lookers before she was caught. Although genocide probably is not Marcos’ intent, 
there is real danger that the military activities which are driving people away from 
their food sources into evacuee centres where very little food is available may have 
the same result. The Yakan culture and the Yakan people are in grave danger.

President Marcos has announced that he will rule out military acting against the

trucks which 1 saw in Isabela and Lamitan during March included several Hagas, who 
can be recognized by their non-rcgulation uniform or civilian clothes. A common 
way for trouble to begin in an area is for Hagas to set fire to a house or houses; the 
Black Shirts retaliate, then the army comes in. 1 visited Sangali the day after two 
successive nights of fires where 20 Moslem houses were burned (March 14 and 1 5), 
and the following week 4,000 Moslems were homeless after a fire in the centre of 
Jolo on Sunday night, March 19th (Bulletin, 20 March). No Moslem has been armed 
by the military in Catabato. (However, on April 1, Tausugs will be armed: Governor 
Sankula of Sulu has made a last appeal to President Marcos to let him try to stop 
the fighting. Earlier attempts of amnesty and of negotiations failed. Governor San­
kula told me he will take over military operations for up to six months: the military 
will retreat to their compounds and will be on standby, and the governor will try to 
get 200 Tausug volunterrs to fight the insurgents in each of 22 municipalities. He 
says there are only hard core insurgents, though the insurgents say they number 
20,000 armed men. He hopes to gain the confidence of people by negotiation and 
by taking over from the Department of Social Welfare the distribution of relief 
food to the 70,000 evacuees. DSW officers told me, however, that they don’t think 
he’ll be able to’get Tausugs to fight Tausugs. They reported that if this plan fails 
the government of the province will be taken over by the military.)

2. Pressure by Tausugs. Some 1,000 have come up to Basilan to encourage the 
Moslems there to join them in their fight for equality and perhaps independence. 1 . 
will quote from a letter I received from a Moslem on March 5th: “Actually Yakans 
refused to fight the armies but the Tausugs forced them to. How? When the armies 
landed at Basilan the Tausug start shooting at the armies within the Yakan village 
and fled, so when these Tausugs fled, they interrogated the Yakans about their hide­
out. The Yakans refused to tell the armies, so they started shooting at them (Yakans). 
And also from time to time Tausugs send panties (women’s) to the Yakan of Basilan 
since they refused to fight the armies. And to the present the Tausugs are finding 
ways and means to convince the Yakans to fight with them.”

3. Land pressure. The Yakans had Basilan Island to themselves up until the 20th 
century, when foreigners came in starting around 1917 to claim large chunks of 
land for rubber plantations and timber operations; and when Christians began im- 
migrating, most of them pushed out of the Visayan Islands by land pressures there. 
A new rule was introduced: land titles. The first cadastral survey was conducted
by Americans in 1917, and Yakans have unfortunately been slower than the foreign­
ers and Christians in learning how to play the game. According to Eugenio Tabquero, 
the Regional Land Director Bureau of Lands, Zamboanga City, there are ten large 
plantations and some twelve smaller plantations in Basilan totalling about 200,000 
hectares. Christians (who now represent 2/3 of Basilan’s 200,000 population, though 
a majority of the Christians live in the towns on Basilan) have applied for 7,000 
homesteads since 1917, and about half of them have received titles so far. 2,000 
Yakans have applied for land titles since World War II, and about one-third of them 
have received titles so far. The homesteads of both Christians and Moslems average 
6 hectares. According to these figures, about 4,200 hectares are legally owned by 
Yakan on this island with a total area of 138,000 hectares whereas not so long ago, 
within the memory of the old people, the island was theirs. Yakans report many 
abuses by the plantations. Apparently plantation owners bought titles to their large 
pieces of land in Manila, then went to Basilan to find that there were Yakan “squat­
ters” on their land, working their fields. Those Yakans who were not pressured off 
were given a small sum of money to leave, according to some reports. It was some

. 3 Sb _ .
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Statement by Mr. Nuai Chin
Nuai Chin is Secretary General of the United Sabah A ction Party (USAP) and the 
following statement was made at a Press Conference in Kuala Lumpur on 17th 
August 1973.

don t speak the languages used in the city, they can’t wait for vegetables to grow 
around their evacuation centres, and the military won’t let them go back to their land 
to see if any of their coconuts are still there. Some women hope to earn money from 
their weaving.

One concerned citizen, Sam Pajarito, who has organized an Evacuee Relief Fund, 
confided that he just doesn’t know what to do when the food supply runs out. The 
military called a meeting of citizens in Zamboanga to discuss how to feed, house and 
give medical aid to the evacuees. Sam took all 118 evacuees he is taking direct res­
ponsibility for. Most of the meeting turned out to be political speeches by three 
military men on how evacuees should try to convince their relatives who are insur­
gents to come over to the side of the government. At the end there was a short ques- 
lon period. Sam stood up and asked: if he were to bring more evacuees from his 

home on Basilan to either Lamitan or Zamboanga, how could they be fed? The 
Colonel replied, “Nothing is impossible under the sun.”

Whatever the reason for the war, the reasons for most Yakan taking sides are local 
personal injustices. And many of them are taking sides because they have been for­
ced to evacuate to places-where they are in grave danger of dying of hunger

I find myself in the position of appealing for help. Please do what you think will 
help, and write me c/o Linguistics, Stanford University, Stanford, Cal. 94305, to 
give me further suggestions for seeking help. Please write letter of protest to Congress­
men. Ask others for support. And in the meantime, please cable money to:

Evacuee Relief Fund, c/o Sam Pajarito,
Brent Hospital, Zamboanga City,
Philippines.

Moslems and instead announced a package of reforms to gain their goodwill. In the 
meantime, however, fighting goes on in the south, and both Moslems and Christians 
are expecting another big offensive. No one is saying who will start the next large 
encounter. The daily activities are started by both Moslem and Christians. The spo­
radic attacks on military camps by Black Shirts lead to rumours of attacks on large 
camps, including those in Zamboanga City. , . .

One officer ieported the military estimates there are 8,000 insurgents biding in 
Zamboanga City. Residents of Campo Muslim, a “ghetto” of some 50,000 Moslems in 
in Zamboanga City live in constant fear of fire, saying one house on fire would bqj-n 
all the rest. Insurgents reported to me they have at least 55,000 armed men, and the 
numbers are growing: 1 5,000 people in the hills in Basilan, 5 000 in Zamboanga del 
Sur, 2-3,000 in Zamboanga del Norte, 20,000 m Jolo, 10,000 or more in 1 awi-tawi, 
1,500 in Palawan. Of course these figures are possibly inflated and include sympa­
thizers” such as people who help supply food.

In the meantime, the evacuees are in danger of dying by hunger and disease. As 
of March 16th, there were some 250,000 evacuees in Zamboanga-Basilan-Sulu area. 
158,7000 had registered with the Department of Social Welfare. By March 26 these 
figureshad grown to 100,000 in Sulu province and 200,000 in Basilan-Zamboanga, 
according to DSW: 300,000 people who have left their homes, sold most of their 
few belongings, left their crops. (Unofficial reports by DSW are that there are also 
300,000 evacuees in Cotabato). The DSW is distributing food donated by various 
organizations: Internationa] Red Cross, World Council of Churches, Christ the Only 
Way, Catholic Relief Service, several others.

They are trying to give two gantas of rice per week to each family head (a four- 
day supply for a man), but they have not had enough for this plan, so the people in 
outlying centres are the ones who receive less. One man reported in his one month s 
stay in evation in Lamitan, he had received only 14 ganta of corn grits and 1 ganta of 
rice. Since the Christians fled to the towns and most of the people in outlying evacu­
ee centres are Moslems, the Moslems feel they have one more piece of evidence of 
discrimination.

The Department of Social Welfare officials in Zamboanga City, Basilan and Jolo 
all told me they are running out of food. They receive only day to day — they have 
no reserves and the rations are sometimes confiscated by the military. The military 
has given orders that if there is no husband present, food will not be given, in case 
the husband is an insurgent.

Diseases are spreading, even though various military teams are going around to the 
centres. I visited a centre outside of Jolo, on the land of Putli (Princess) Dora, where 
five people in one house had died of cholera the previous week. In each centre in 
Jolo, Basilan, and Zartiboanga, I heard reports of deaths from cholera, malaria, bron­
chial pneumonia and gastro-enteritis, though the DSW doesn’t have figures of total 
numbers. They know only that the diseases are spreading, and surely will continue 
to with the very crowded conditions at all the centres and the starvation or near 
starvation diet of almost all the evacuees.

I talked with the director of one relief agency in Manila who told me that people 
from various agencies he had talked with had all said the same thing: they have only 
limited resources, and they must select their projects. They are all reluctant to pour 
food into a problem area when no end is in sight, and besides, the situation in Cota­
bato looks even worse since there is current large-scale fighting throughout the 
province. So, there are the people in the evacuation centres in Basilan and Zamboanga, 
doing everything they can to get food, though they mostly can’t get jobs because they 5

I have called this press conference to let the press know how the United Sabah 
Action Party (USAP) was prevented from fielding a candidate in the nomination 
for the Elopura state constituency in Sabah on August 4, 1973.

The USAP had right from the beginning made public our intention to contest 
the Elopura state constituency, which was vacated by the death of Ngui Tet Min, 
the Sabah Chinese Association Assemblyman, from a helicopter crash.

On the morning of Nomination Day, August 4, we had all our nomination 
papers ready. Our party leaders and members assembled in the USAP Sandakan 
branch office, from where we were to set out for the nomination centre at the 
East Coast Residency office in Sandakan.

At 9.50 a.m., ten minutes before the opening of nomination, when USAP leaders, 
our intended candidate and members, were about to leave the branch for the nomin-* 
ation centre, a squad of police officials and plain clothes men led by Rural OCPD 
(Office-in-charge Police District) of Sandakan, Bulla Ganggal and the head of the 
Sandakan Special Branch, Assistant Superintendent of Police Philip Liew, came and 
stopped us from leaving the branch.

ASP Philip Liew produced a search warrant and said that he had authority to 
search the branch for subversive documents. The USAP leaders, candidate, and mem-

P -------- — --- ---------------------



YAKAN
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■ Synonym. Yacanes

OHIENPATION. The Jfakan, numbering some 60,000, constitute the 
indigenous population of the large island og£ Basilan, off the 
southern tip of Zamboanga Peninsula, western Mindanao., They are • 
also found on the'islands of Sakil, Malanipa, and fumalutab, just 
east of Zamboanga City. • Beyer (1917), citing older reports, charac­
terized them as a semisedentary people’ in the mountainous interior,. . 

. subsisting.chiefly on sweet 'potatoes' and . the. products of the hunt .
Nowadays they are more widely dispersed,- sometime? mixed with 
the ccostal population. The Yakan are. closely related linguist- 
ically to the. seafaring Sama 1; they are, however, a land-oriented 
people, who subsist on■agriculture (chiefly upland rice), together with copra production-and cattle raising as commercial undertak-. 
ings. Houses, occupied by economically independent nuclear families, 
are' dispersed among the fields.. Ancestral graves define the networks 
of■cognatic kin ties that transcend parish..boundaries, The concept 
of an Ego-cen/tered kindred is present, but there are no corpo- 
rate descent groups. The,. Yakan are nominally Muslims, but with 
a considerable' admixture of older pagan beliefs and customs.
(Beyer 1917;T’rake 1969; Wulff 1964.)
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ommunity News
FRIDAY, JANUARY 31, 1975 LEVI MARCELO, Editor

A TALE OF TWO CITIES

Basilan broke; O’gapo pays
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City Treasurer Antolin 
Tan Sanchez has also re­

recognition by the city to 
settle the same, — gp

3
IAZ

emment’s tax collection 
has 
cent.

Last year’s collection 
of the city amounted to 
P3.5 million, but this total 
included income from the 
three municipal districts 
of Lamitan, Maluso and 
Isabela which now fall 
under the jurisdiction of 
of the provincial govern­
ment.

Presidential Decree 356 
issued by President Mar-

approved an ordinance 
appropriating P200.000 to 
cover partially the city 
gov ernment’s indebted­
ness to the province of 
Zambales amounting to 
Pl ,224,511.67.

A section of the city 
charter provides that five 
per cent of the city’s an­
nual gross income shall be 
appropriated to the pro­
vince in the form of fund 
aid. The total obligation 
had accumulated corres­
ponding to three fiscal 
years since 1971.

The money measure en-

cos on Dec. 27, 1973 
created the province .of 
Basilan. The decree also 
approved the creation of 
ten municipalities — Isa­
bela, Lamitan, Maluso, 
Malamawi, Lantawan, Su- 
misip, Tapiantana, Tubu- 
ran. Tipo-Tipo and Pilas. 
The city used to collect 
taxes from these munici­
palities which now belong 
to the provincial govern­
ment.

acted by the council was 
only in partial compliance 
with the letter of Acting 
Finance Secretary Pedro 
Almanzor to Mayor Gero­
nimo Lipumano requiring 
the city to set aside the 
total amount of Pl,224,- 
511.67 in the next supple­
mental budget, otherwise- 
all subsequent supple­
mental budgets would be 
declared inoperative.

The Finance Depart­
ment’s injunction was 
handed down following 
the Zambales provincial 
(Continued on page 35)

ducecl by the abnormal si­
tuation in certain areas 
and the creation of the ported that the city gov- 
province, which has taken emment’s tax collection 
over si big chunk of terri- has declined by 80 per 
tory f rom where the city 
government used to col­
lect taxes.

Furthermore, in a reso­
lution adopted by the ci­
ty council Jan. 17 request­
ing for a Pl.5 million bud­
getary aid, it was explain­
ed that the city’s internal 
revenue allotment of 
P188,718.81 a month has 
been reduced to a mere 
PI8,834.14.

...

* # «
Olongapo pays 

OLONGAPO CITY, Jan.
30 — The city council has

(Special to Bulletin Today)

BASILAN CITY, Jan. 
30 — The city govern­
ment is in the red.

Since Dec. 31 last 
year, it has been facing 
a deficit of Pl,072,580.

Mayor Leroy Brown 
fears that unless the na­
tional authorities act upon 
his request for budgetary 
aid amounting to Pl.5 
million, the city would be 
unable to finance essen­
tial public services.

The city’s income has 
been considerably re-

BASILAN
(Continued from page 36) 

board’s petition, which 
was granted by the de­
partment, to freeze the 
city’s current budget for 
its failure to appropriate 
the whole obligation.

The amount of 
of P592.000 had previous­
ly been appropriated by 
the council, making the 
total fund aid to the pro­
vince to P792.000. Th" 
city still has to 
priate the balance of Pi,-

024,511.67 in order to 
comply in full with the 
requirement set by the fi­
nance department.

Councilor Floro Cruz, 
chairman of the commit­
tee on appropriations and 
sponsor of the measure, 
said that although still be­
low the total obligation, 

p.Lr the amount allotted was 
The • Proof of the sincerity^and 

appro-
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Basilan rebel
buildup bared

about 250 men.
The government forces 

accounted for 45 rebel 
casualties in the Lapok, 
Siasi, encounter, the DND 
said.

buran is a Muslim en­
clave and rebel strong­
hold.
Intelligence ope ratives 

estimated that about 4.000 
rebels were massing on the 
island, Magsino told Espi­
no.

The DND said govern­
ment operatives have been 
fielded to verify reports 
that the Moro rebels have 
successfully landed parts of 
a 105 mm howitzer some­
where in Basilan.

The report further dis­
closed that foreign-trained 
artillery men were now as­
sembling the big gun and 
training local rebels to han­
dle the weapon.

In an effort to prevent 
further inflow of arma- derate.

On the thwarted plan to 
seize Cotabato city. Espino 
told Enrile that troops of 
the Central Mindanao 
command (Cemcom) under 
Brig. Gen. Fortunato U. 
Abat are engaged in clear­
ing onerations in the Bi- 
niruan-Kakar area.

This area was believed

rebels fled when elements 
of the 4th Marine battalion 
arrived in the area, it was 
said.

The DND said that the 
rebels had switched their 
tactics from small-scale 
operations against govern­
ment forces to terrorizing 
civilians in population 
centers.

The rebels, it was said, 
exploded grenades and pill­
boxes in five incidents in 
Basilan and Zamboanga 
city, resulting in the death 
of nine per sons and 
wounding of 63 others.

u.c lc- In the Sulu area* 1116 

beJs side west of Cotabato RA/eP,°rtedT.that ,the„lst 
city, Abat said. The gov­
ernment suffered one kill­
ed and two wounded in ac­
tion.

The troopers also seized 
six high-powered firerarms, 
two walkie-talkies, gre­
nades, and several rounds 
of ammunition.

In the Zamboanga area, 
a DND report said yester­
day that during the past 
two weeks, the Sowes- 
com’s two operations suc-

from regrouping in Vitali 
and Olutanga islands. The

AFP chief of staff that ele­
ments of the 2nd Infantry 
brigade have established 
strategic defense positions 
in Basilan island to stop 
the reported massive rebel 
buildup.

Magsino said clashes in 
the Basilan area of opera­
tions have been limited to 
defensive action by gov­
ernment forces whose peri­
meters have been subjec­
tive to sporadic probing 
attacks.

So far, the government 
listed one killed in action 
and six others wounded 
while rebel casualties in­
flicted were placed as mo­

ments and rebel manpower, 
Magsino was provided with 
naval support by Navy 
elements who set up a 
blockade at Tuburan and 
the neighboring area.

According to the DND, 
light aircraft of the Air 
Force have been conducting 
air reconnaissance and pro-

The military has es­
tablished strategic de­
fense positions on Ba­
silan island to stop a 
massive buildup of 
Muslim rebels report­
edly preparing a sum­
mer offensive to gain 
control of rubber and 
coconut plantations in 
the island province, the 
Department of Nation­
al Defense said yester­
day.

The DND also an­
nounced for the first 
time yesterday that it 
had thwarted a plan of 
the Moro National Li- 
deration Front 
(MNLF) to seize Cota­
bato city “by the first 

. week of March.”
The a n nouncement 

followed a periodic re­
port submitted to De­
fense Secretary Juan 
Ponce Enrile by Gen­
eral Romeo C. Espino, 
Armed Forces chief of 
staff.

Marine battalion landing 
team accounted for 41 re­
bels at the end of its ope­
rations on Mt. Matatal and 
the vicinity of Maimbung. 
Six marines were wounded 
in this operations dubbed 
“Oneration Barracuda.”

In the Lapok, Siasi is­
land area, the DND said 
that last Feb. 25, the 53rd 
PC battalion engaged in a 
three-hour battle with the 

vuiu s lvvv upviaLiuju , combined forces of rebel 
ceeded in preventing rebels commanders Dimaitit Jan- *---------------dil, and Ayat The

ed rebel force numbered

R'RRCT t0 be a strong rebel base of
the MNLF units that 

(Continued from page 1) launched intermittent mor-
... x . tar attacks on Cotabatoviding air cover to ground city 

unA' ■ • c , . The mortar shellings of
■ °AA A Cotabato city, according tonn an ear)ier report of - he

DND, started as early as 
Jan. 15.

Espino’s report to Enrile 
said the rebels launched 
their latest mortar offen­
sive in the outskirts of the 
city last March 2. The 
rebels fired 34 rounds, 
killing one trooner and 
wounding four others.

Troops inflicted mode­
rate casualties on the re-

Espino's report said: 
“Strong defensive ac­
tion undertaken by ele­
ments of the AFP 
thwarted the ambitious 
plan of the MNLF to 
seize Cotabato city ‘by 
the first week of 
March’.”

Word of the rebel 
buildup for a summer 
offensive was contain­
ed in a report to Espi­
no by Col. Florencio 
Magsino, 2nd Infantry 
Brigade commander.

According to Magsi­
no, the rebels have 
their eyes on Basilan’s 
plantations as a rich 
source of funds for the 
procurement of arma­
ments, a m m unition, 
and food supplies.

He said that since ' 
the last week of Feb­
ruary, there was a per­
ceptible increase of 
small craft traffic to 
Tuburan, Basilan. Tu- 
(Turn to page 11, col. 1)
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three high-p o w e r ed 
firearms during the 
brief skirmishes.

A Philippine Navy 
boat on a blockade mission 
intercepted some rebel 
pumpboats and sunk one 
of the watercrafts after an 
exchange of fire.

Marines occupying de­
fensive positions in the vi­
cinity of Basakan, Tubu- 
ran. Basilan, met an under- 
ternined member of rebels. 
The troops recovered three 
firearms with ammunition, 
rebel documents and one 
pumpboat after suffering 
very light casualties.

Elsewhere, Col. Pedro 
Abanga, brigade comman­
der in charge of the de­
fense of Zamboanga penin­
sula, reported that a Ran­
ger platoon of the 16th In­
fantry battalion while pro­
viding protection to resi­
dents of barrio Sanagayan, 
Dinas, Zamboanga del Sur, 
fought a band of Muslim 
rebels who later fled after 
suffering moderate casual­
ties. The troops recovered 
2,050 rounds of cal. 5.56 
ammunition, six rounds of 
M79 grenades and several 
cal. 30 ammunition.

In the areas in Minda­
nao, except for a few spo­
radic encounters there 
were no major clashes.

Commission on Elections 
Chairman Leonardo B. Pe­
rez paid high tribute yes­
terday to the military for 
the “exemplary manner” 
in which they conducted 
themselves during the re­

cently-concluded 
dum.

In remarks before the 
Baguio Correspondents and 
Broadcasters club, Perez 
said he was expressing the 
consensus of the poll body 
on the participation and 
performance of the officers 
and men of the Armed 
Forces in the latest “con­
sultation.”

It is remarkable, Perez 
said, that during the refe­
rendum and even up to the 
present, the Comelec has 
yet to receive a complaint 
on any poll incident involv­
ing military personnel.

He added that reports 
about the military were 
generally favorable and 
that complaints received 
involved local police forc­
es.

At the same time, Perez 
expressed appreciation for 
the assistance extended by 
the Armed Forces to the 
Comelec and its field per­
sonnel, particularly in the 
loan of facilities in the 
shipment of ballots and 
ballot boxes and other poll . 
materials. They would not 
have reached their destina­
tions without such assist­
ance, Perez said, adding 
that Armed Forces heli­
copters and patrol boats 
were used to bring Come­
lec materials to far-flung 
referendum centers.

The Comelec chairman 
also thanked the military 
for the use of its commu­
nications facilities in trans­
mitting last-minute ins­
tructions to Comelec field­
men.

Government t r o ops 
manning defense peri­
meters in rebel-infest­
ed areas in Basilan 
repulsed sporadic at­
tacks and inflicted 
moderate casualties on 
the Muslim renegades.

This was the latest 
report submitted to De­
fense Secretary Juan 
Ponce Enrile and Gen. 
Romeo C. Espino, AFP 
chief of staff, by Col. 
Florencio Mags ino, 
commander of the 2nd 
Infantry brigade in 
charge of the Basilan 
defenses.

Magsino rep orted 
very light casualties 
on the government 
side.

The troops from the 
36th Infantry batta­
lion, 4th Light Armor 
battalion and the 4th' 
Marine battalion land­
ing team recovered 

(Turn to page S, cot 3)
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ry fire from the rebels’ .30
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5 
and ammunition received 
by the rebels from another 
country.

In another aWiin the 
other hill at Tuburan was 

„ , -.nether’' arms 
cache and food depipts.

gino’s party and Magsino 
flew to sitio Saluyot, bar­
rio Kandiis, Lamitan, to 
visit front troops.
J716 p,lace h?? i“st been came s,° cIose’ according to tary Juan Ponce Enrile and

- ------ Cavanlig,that they could
lery unit under Cmdr. N. hear the conversation of

ships landed at dawn only 
a couple of days ago.

Camanlig told Espino

this reporter flew in 
here m two Air Force 
helicopters from Zam­
boanga city yesterday 
to get a fin.in on the 
Progress of the govern- 
mentis p ° c - - * ■ t- «. v. 4. x ivnujuij 

suPPly festedarea.,iS rebel’in’ 
Magsino estimated 

the strength of the re­
bels entrenched in two 
adjoining hills of La- 
nutan at 4,000 to 5,000. 
Me said they have 
been giving stiff resis­
tance. The military re­
quested no mention of 

(Turn to page 5, col. 6)

See-saw battle 
is on in Basilan

By JOSE DE VERA ■
(Pan I)

Basi!an> -larch 15 — Govern- 
went troops and nu- 
meiically superior re­
bels have been locked 
?n ,a. see-sawing battle 
in this area since last 
week. The battle is 
for control and posses­
sion of rebel $ 
and arms depots.

This was disclosed 
here by Col. Florencio 
f • Magsino, 2nd Infan­
try brigade command­
er, m a briefing for 
Gen. Romeo C. Espino, 
Armed Forces chief of 
staff.

Espino and

BULLETIN TODAY, SUN., MAR, 16 1975 
chineguns and M79 roc- ' u
kets.

Camanlig told Espino 
Basiian city where that in one of the en­

counters, a squad of spe- -  
ciai forces men and jungle reportedly another!1 
fighters was able to U'tGplA Onrl J-—.1-,

close to a rebel position. Magsino had earlier re-
The jungle fighter squad ported to Defense Secre- 

came so close, according to tary Juan Ponce Enrile and 
Cavanhg, that they could Espino that elements of 

the 2nd Infantry brigade 
have established positions 
in Basilan island tolstop a

 — VW 

preparing for a sumtSer of­
fensive to. gain control of 

----- 4WXW4.AM 3 VUtUHUt, Gud 

Upas in one, of two rebel- rubber plantations 
occupied hills. ■ • Navy e)einents e set

up a blockade to prevent 

ments and rebel manpow-' 
er.- __ .__ _

of the island and still an-
< ’   ' ■'   

towards the same objective
“y ■=.«?= 

his party stood, one cc-’J - - -•
hear the rattling of .30

malite rifles from the gov- 
. Pmmpnt ciHo nnri

. BASILAN 
(Continued from page 1) 
the casual ties on 

bers of his staff with egther side,
this “tt From Basila..

the .briefing was held, Es- 

flew to sitio Saluyot,"’bar­

visit front troops.
—.. c govern- —- ■ ■ 

P a c i f ication occupied by a Marine artil-

Camanlig. .which Navy the rebels. The rebel lead­
er reportedly spoke Eng-  
lish with a foreign accent, reported buildup ofi-rebeis 

-0 ---- One of the objectives of ------- '—
that troopers were moving the fighting, Magsino said, 
uphill from the other side was a cave in sitio Lumbo the island’s’coconut'"and 
of the island and still an- Upas in one, of tv----- ’
other group was moving occupied hills. 
fromrfhic\eaame °bjeCtiVe ■ In this cave> according 

th S ?,de- _ to » former rohm r-?-

his party stood, one could 
hear the rattling of .30 ca-

a former rebel

ment forces, were firearms
liber machineguns and Ar- It > 
malite rifles from the gov- 
emment side and retaliate- J

caliber and .50 caliber
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another rebel
camp in Brian

was
day told Rear Admiral Hi- 
lario M. Ruiz, flag officer-

Basilan, 
hold.

SOUTHERN JOLO, Mar. 
21 (NMPC) — For most of 
the Philippine Army units, 
it will be work as usual to­
morrow during the "cele­
bration” or the PA’s 78th 
anniversary, officers and 
enlisted men of a field ar­

craft traffic to Tuburan, 
rebel strong-BASILAN

(Continued from page I)
Meanwhile, a flash mes­

sage received by Espaldon 
from Pagadian city said 
terrorists bombed the Far- 
macia Esmeralda on Aling 
Amisola street with a 
fragmentation gr e n a d e. 
Nobody was wounded but 
the drug store was left 
in shamwes, the report 
said.

In last week’s visit of 
Espino of frontline troops, 
the AFP chief was told by 
Magsino that an estimated 
4,000 to 5,000 rebels un­
der Abdul Rachman were 
encamped in two adjoining 
mountain sitios of Kandi- 
Is-Lahl Lahi and Tuburan- 
Kandiis.

Espino was informed tillery howitzer battery to- 
that since the last week of 
February, there was a per­
ceptible increase of small

Magsino said he had 
fielded operatives to veri­
fy reports that the foreign- 
supported rebels had suc­
cessfully landed a 105mm 
hoivitzer on a nearby is­
land-barrio. The reports 
said foreign-trained artille- to five Marine officers and 
ry men were now assemb­
ling the big gun and train­
ing some local rebels to 
handle it.

pine Navy.
Admiral Ruiz visited the 

1st Infantry Division artil­
lery unit directly support­
ing the 1st Marine regi­
mental landing team under 
Capt. Cesar C. Betita. He 
was greeted by the battery 
commander, 2nd Lt. Julio
A. Cabrillos.

Battlefield commissions 

decorations to several 
others, including enlisted 
men, were distributed by 
Admiral Ruiz. Commis­
sioned were: Ensigns Pedro
B. Bo, Jr. and Lorenzo N. 
Dimaunahan of the 1st 
BLT under. Cdr. Braulio B. 
Baibas; Ensign Johnny O. 
Mangubat of the 2nd BLT 
under Cdr. Cesar C. Abella; 
Ensign Rodolfo C. Calayo 
of the 3rd BLT under Cdr. 
Rodolfo G. Biazon; and 
Ensign Victoriano C. Dauag

, ,._o  of the 4th BLT under Cdr. 
in-command of the Philip- Eduardo T. Cabanlig.

fense Secretary Juan 
Ponce Enrile and Gen. 
Romeo C. Espino, Arm­
ed Forces chief of 
staff, said evidence 
found by the occupa­
tion troops showed 
that houses in the vici­
nity were being used as 
rebel hospitals.

Assorted m e dicine 
and documents were 
among those captured.

In another rebel area 
which was captured 
earlier in the Kandiis- 
Lahi Lahi complex, 
troopers recovered one 
81mm mortar and one 
pumpboat which the 
rebels used in their 
operations, Magsino re­
ported.

Troops capture

Bv JOSE DE VERA
BASILAN CITY,

March 21 — Rebels 
have virtually turned 
every house in the 
mountain sitio of Se- 
mut in Lamitan dis? 
trict into a hospital.

The military made
this discovery as 
another rebel strong- ' 
hold in sitio Semut in 
the Kandiis-T u b uran 
complex fell three days 
ago, Col. Florencio F. 
Magsino, 2nd Infantry 
brigade com mander, 
reported to Rear Admi­
ral Romulo Espaldon, 
commanding general 
of the Southwest com­
mand (Sowescom).

Element of the First
Marine battalion land­
ing team which captur­
ed the rebel camp in 
Lucboc earlier met 
with stiff resistance as 
Marines assaulted the 
rebel stronghold in 
Semut.

Magsino's report to 
Espaldon which was 
later relayed to De- 
(Turn to page 12, col. 3)



Basilan
office of the national 
grains authority.

The victim was stabbed 
dead Monday night on 
Roxas avenue extension 
fronting the Filipino-Chi­
nese Chamber school.

The assailant is still 
unidentified and at-large.

The other unsolved 
crimes were: 1. The case 
of Madjid Salih whose 
bullet-riddled corpse was 
found floating in the Ma- 
lamawi channel last 
March 8;

2. The murder of four

crime rate hike noted:
I 

persons inside a hut irts 
kilometer 9 of the Isabel 
la-Maluso highway last I 
March 11. Found dead! 
from hack wounds were' 
Mora Aslayan, Mora 
riha, Yakan Eddin, ife 
and Yakan Nonong, 12.'*3

3. The case of Antonio 
Suico, 26, of Sunrise Vil­
lage, who was also stab­
bed dead by a still un­
identified assailant on 
Nicasio Valderrosa street 
on the night of March & 
—vpa -v;

- i 
t 

——__________ ■ J

(Special to Bulletin Today)

BASILAN CITY, March 
28 — Chief of Police Ed­
uardo Estrada has direct­
ed the city policemen to 
intensify their peace and 
order drive.

Estrada issued the or­
der in the face of a re­
ported rise of unsolved 
violent incidents this 
mbnth.

He said that records of
£epa£ment showed — „„ llIC lalal 5vao. 

that for this month, nine bing of Jorge Guerrero, 
persons were killed in an employe of the local

some incidents and have 
remained unsolved.

He said that it is for 
this reason that he is 
strongly recommending 
the reactivation of the 
nightly barangay “ron- 
das” so that community 
residents can cooperate 
with the authorities in se­
curing their respective lo­
calities.

.The latest violent inci­
dent was the fatal stab-

an employe of the local
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Yakans have
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turned against 
rebels -- AFP

commander, said the only 
survivor of the massacre 
reported that the rebels 
raped the women and be­
headed the children.

‘‘■Now she outraged Ya­
kans have not only refused 
to pay tribute but have al­
so volunteered to fight with 
the government to drive 
out the rebels from their 
homeland,” Magsino said.

YAKANS
(Continued from page 1)

ter.
In another incident, 100 

to 150 Yakan evacuees at­
tempting to return to their 
farms in Bohebessey were 
massacred by the rebels.

__ „________o_____ Lt. Col. Manuel Cacanan- 
ment stationed troops do, 34th Infantry battalion 
on the island and gave 
protection to the peo- ■ 
pie, especially those in 1 
the hinterlands, the re­
bels withdrew to a 
pocket in the Tuburan- 
Kandiis-D u g aa com­
plex where they have 
made their last stand.
The Yakans, who are a 

traditionally peaceful tribe, 
have been victims of seve­
ral atrocities, Magsi n o 
said.

He reported that only 
recently, seven Yak an 
farmers who were harvest­
ing coconuts and coffee in 
their farm in Bohebesse, 
were fired upon by Jolo re­
bels.

Killed on the spot were 
Kama Atao, Duma Atao, 
and Tanajalon Atao. Two 
others, Jabaron Pantapat 
and Tawiran Alluh, were 
wounded. Tawiran died la-

ported.
This was the situa­

tion, Magsino said, 
when about two thirds 
of Basilan was under 
rebel control. How­
ever, since the govern-

Yakan natives, a cul­
tural minority group 
which had earlier sided 
with Muslim rebels, 
have joined the gov­
ernment in protest 
against abuses by Jolo 
rebels who have been 
exacting tribute from 
them.

. Co1- Florencio Mag­
sino, 2nd Brigade com- I 
mander, told Defense 
Secretary Juan Ponce 
hnnle that Jolo rebels, 
whom the Yakans con­
sider invaders,” have 
been exacting a 30 per­
cent tax on landown­
ers, collecting a toll of 
“2 from every citizen 
entering the Lamitan 
area, and exacting re­
gistration fees for 
every childbirth and 
marriage.

Rebels forced Ya- 
Kans to sell their copra 
at half the prevailing 
price so that it could 
be smuggled out in ex­
change for arms and 
ammunition, it was re- 

(Turn to page 8, col. 6) 
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I which had earlier been
^/sought by the provincial 

' board in resolutions ad-
l dressed to President Mar-
■ cos and the. NEA.

ment of the electric light 
systems in the municipal­
ities of Lamitan, Maluso 
and Isabela.

2 _ _ ’

■ Two teams of the NEA 
arrived here Monday to 
conduct a feasibility stu­
dy and lay the ground­
work for the project

The NEA special ope­
rations task force team 
is headed bv Efren Bau­
tista and Eduardo Neri 
of the cooperative devel­
opment section.

The team under Bau­
tista has been .conducting 
an inventory and assess-

Neri’s team has con­
ducted public assemblies 
in the three municipali­
ties regarding the mecha­
nics of organizing an 
electric cooperative to be 
supervised by the NEA.

During the assemblies, 
which will be attended by 
those in the private and

government sectors, the 
Basilan Electric coopera­
tive will be organized 
with the election of offi­
cers and board' of direct­
ors.

The improvement and 
expansion of the electric 
system in Basilan is ex­
pected to boost its econo­
mic. development as the 
power needs of indus­
tries and the people will 
be adequately served. — 
vpa

1

Basilan power plan up
(Special to Bulletin Today)

BASILAN CITY, May
21—A P12.5 million rural 
electrification project for 
the province of Basilan 
has been programmed by 
the national electrifica­
tion administration.
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YAKAN REFUGEES
This is a familiar sigin in Bato-bato, Lamitan, Basilan Martial Law, is now a peaceful community making 
where Yakan refugees converge at the barrio’s plaza It the evacuation center of some 700 Yakan families 
to discuss the problems affecting their daily lives, who have fled from the trouble spots of lamkah. 
Bato-bato, once the scene of heavy fighting between (NMPC photo) 
the military and the rebels after the proclamation of • • ;
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Basilan land racket bared
Edited by LEVI MARCELO

all 
crops

|

mmunRy News

BASILAN
('Continued from page -32)-' "><(■' 

names, but he cited'' J 
several cases of such 
rackets here which he 
said is the “perpetual 
slavery of ignorant Ya- 
kan farmers.”—vpa

BASILAN CITY, June 
2 — A Muslim religious 
leader has exposed a big 
racket in the acquisition 
Of vast government lands 
here by the rich-planters. 

; Asaali Lalinjaman, a 
key member of the Basi­
lan Agama Court, has 
described the racket’s 
modus operand! as fol­
lows;

At first, rich plant­
ers lure unschooled Ya- 
kan tribes to squat or 
occupy forested areas 
and unreleased public 
lands.

Here, the planters fin­
ance the tribes in clearing 
the area they-occupy.

—; After several years 
when the improvements 
have been introduced, the 
necessary papers are 
worked out with the gov- 

■ ernment for the release 
, of title or certificate of 
ownership in the name of

(Special to Bulletin Today)
the squatters.

— Then a simulated 
sale is made by making 
it appear that the squat­
ters have sold their rigjit 
or title over the land to 
the planters who mani­
pulated their illegal en­
try in the government 
lands.

Lalinjaman said these
ignorant farmer - squat­
ters do not complain 
since in improving the 
forest areas, all the 
short term crops are 
theirs and they are paid 
per tree for the planting 
of coconuts, rubber and 
coffee.

According to Lalinja- 
man this irregularity is a 
continuing practice in Ba­
silan. He said it explains 
why the government has 
a hard time in controlling 
the squatter problem.

He did not mention 
(Continued on page 31)
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Quirico Tan, officer -

Basilan absentee dads
BASILAN CITY, June 5

— The city council has 
for six consecutive 
weeks failed to hold its 
regular session for lack 
of quorum.

in-charge of the BFD. un­
derscored the need to 
conserve the remaining 
20 per cent of the 29,000 
hectares of forest reserve 
in Basilan to protect fu­
ture generations of res­
idents. He disclosed that 
today over 42 per cent of 
the forested’ areas has 
been developed for agri­
cultural purposes by 
squatters, -vpa

situation, has proposed 
to Mayor Leroy Brown 
to issue an order to 
Chief of Police Eduardo 
Estrada to arrest the ab­
sentee councilors if it 
could be proven that 
their absence are unjus­
tified. —vpa

R' 64

Vice Mayor Exequiel 
Dayot, Jr., irked over the

^Schools reopen in rebel
- BASILAN CITY, June 
-12 — Division of Schools 
^Superintendent / 
-Sebastian said yesterday 
that classes in formerly 
reba’-infested areas in 
Basilan province have 
been reopened because of 
the improved peace and 
order situation in said 
areas.

. . He said these classes 
. are mostly in the Mangal

• Tiimahubong, Sum isip. —vpa

13 h-ft-3/

Forest denudation decried
BASILAN CITY, June 5 

— An official of the lo­
cal office of the bureau 
of forest development 
has stressed the impor­
tance of maintaining the 
ecology as he warned 
against the disastrous 
effects of the indiscrimi­
nate destruction of th'-* 
local forest.

areas
Pilas island, Bohelebong 
and other rebel infested 

Antonio communities In Lamiban 
municipality.

However, S e b a stian 
said the division of 
schools is faced with the 
problem of lack of class­
rooms as many of the 
schoolbuildings in former 
beleaguered places were 
destroyed or burned 
down at the height of the 

; and Maluso areas such as fighting few months ago.
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Yakan chieftain stands

many of 
. now not 
e of occu- 

to their 
•reau of 

reason 
:tor Cas- 
:g to the 
oper au- 
problems 

owner* 
lands.

Vice Governor for De- 
v e lopment Mohammad 
Edris bared during the 
conference with Direc­
tor Castaneda and other 
DAR officials headed by 
Regional Director Monib 
Dimaporo that prior to 
1972, some 2.300 cases 
were filed against small 
farmers in Basilan by

The farmers, '..awever, 
claimed here -luring the 
conference t1 

' them were v 
issued certif 
pancy or t. 
lands by th. 
lands for wl> 
they urged T 
tafieda to 
attention o. 
thorities thei. 
to legalize t: 
ship over the

se government for al- 
?ed violations of fores­

try laws and illegal oc­
cupancy of public lands.

These cases, however, 
according to Edris were 
■later in .1973 ordered 
dropped on the instance 
of President r

He said a of die 
Presidents ■ Action Com­
mittee ' <.;■ Land Prob­
lems ordered created by 
President Marcos had 
surveyed some 12,000 
hectares of. lands and 
declarer J'em open for 
occupant / and for distri­
bution to the farmers 
actually developing these 
forest lands.

P a nglima Mohammad 
Sailabi, who had served 
two prison terms for 
squatting on a forest 
land, were among tire 14 
Muslim and Yakan lead­
ers of over 3,000 farmer­
settlers in Basilan who 
aired their complaints be­
fore bureau of resettle­
ment Director Romeo 
Castafieda of the Depart­
ment of Agrarian Re­
form in a conference at 
the DAR regional office 
in this city.

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (Spe-c' to Bulletin 1 
June 7 — A 60-year-old 
Yakan tribal chieftain, 
who twice went to jail 
for occupying a govern­
ment land in Basilan, 
said here he won’t hesi­
tate to go back to jail 
should authorities evict 
him arid his family from 
the lands they have been 
occupying in upper Kapa- 
tagan in Isabela munici­
pality for over two de­
cadds.

Director Cast afieda 
was here to lay the 
groundwork for the re­

settlement area in b 
Ian ordered by President 
Marcos to be established 
following a conference 
in Malacafiang with re­
bel leaders after the Ap­
ril peace talks in this 
city.

The farmer leaders of 
Basilan told Director Cas­
tafieda that many of 
them who are small-time 
farmers are called squat­
ters while those .’ho 
have bigger landholdmgs 
and do not actually farm 
or develop the lands they 
own are termed legiti­
mate owners because 
they know how to go 
about in perfecting own­
ership over their lands.
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Basilan gets mobile clinic

Sr-

Basilan fire

gr-zM yr- tyo

’ destroys P6 M 
in property

I

Edris said he was in­
formed that the mobile 
clinic, which is of the 
two-bed capacity, is com­
plete with facilities like 
x-ray equipment.—vpa

Mrs. Imelda R. Marcos 
and the s „ 
health requesting for

was informed recently of 
the release of the mobile 
hospital

FIRE
(Continued from page 1)

The fire quickly spread 
to nearby buildings and re­
sidential houses.

The fire started at 11:30 
a.m. Thursday and was 
tapped out three hours 
later.

The combined efforts of 
the city fire department 
headed by Fire Chief Tori­
bio Bucoy and firefighting 
units from the University 
of the Philippines, Menzi' 
plantation, and Mobil Oil 
company, prevented the 
fire from spreading to the 
public market and nearby 
stores.

Con stabulary troopers 
and policemen cordoned 
the area.

BASILAN CITY, June 
20 — A big boost to the 
provincial government’s 
health program is the 
“Tulungan” mobile clinic 
which the Department 
of Health in Manila has

By VICENTE P. AREVALO 
(Bulletin Correspondent)

BASILAN CITY, 
June 27 — Fire believed 
to have been sparked by 
an overheated gas stove 
swept through the com­
mercial center of this 
city last Thursday, 
causing damage to pro­
perty estimated at P6 
million.

The fire raged for 
more than three hours, 
levelled three blocks or 
the city’s downtown 
area, and rendered 100 
families homeless, ac­
cording to a police re- 

(Turn to page 10, col. 5)

announced it will soon 
release for this city. and the secretary of 

health requesting for
Vice Gov. for Develop- such a mobile health unit, 

ment, Mohammad Edris . . .
who was the author of a 
resolution addressed to

port.
Commercial buildings 

bounded by M. Roxas 
and Valderrosa streets 
and Magno and Legaspi 
streets were destroyed.

Police Chief Eduardo Es­
trada reported no casualty 
in the fire. He said 50 
commercial buildings were 
razed.

Initial investigation con­
ducted by the police show­
ed that the fire started on 
the second floor of the City 
Bakery and Grocery owned 
by Antonio Amoy. The 
store was located at the 
corner of Legaspi and Mag­
no streets.



■

■ ■ ....YAKAN REBELS
A Yakan rebel leader 
formally surrenders, to­
gether with some of his 
men, to Maj. Gen. Fidel 
V. Ramos, chief of Con­
stabulary, during Ra­
mos’ recent trip to Ba­
sil an. Ramos also as­
sessed the peace and 
order situation in Min- 
danao‘



=•

fbikaic
Paunjalay is one of the Philippine ethnic 

’ dances included in the program of Uta 
Philippine Dance Company in the cultu­
ral show entitled Kaltpayan ’75 to be 
presented tc visitors at the First Inter­
national Ocean Exposition (Expo ’75) 
being held in Okinawa, Japan. The show 
will ba one of the highlights during the 
Philippine Week Celebration from Sept 
21-27, Paunjalay is a Yakaiv wadding 
dance, where the couple is pJat’sreaquely 
clad and wearing fantastic SB^q-up.



be given 103 bancas with 
smaller nets.

He said the first group - 
will be funded with P31.- 
000. while P23.000 will be 
spent for the second Ac­
cording to him. with their 
number and kind of 
equipment, the 1,080 fa­
milies _will be able to 

_ - ex- s 
port, while the second 
group’s catch will be for 
domestic consumption.

dinate with other govern­
ment agencies in the 
speedy implementation of 
the program which is also 
designed to develop the 
local fishing industry.

Virgilio Alforque, a 
fishery technologist de­
signated as OMM team

...said... uhuco _wiii oe aoie 
!,080 families will be giv-~ catch'enough fish for 
en 154 motorized fishing 
boats (bancas) with ring 
nets and 720 families will

Rebels9 families given gov’t aid
BASILAN CITY, Oct. 

27 — About i,8v0 fami­
lies of rebel returnees or 
displaced persons will be 
assisted by the govern- 
m e n t in acquiring a 
peaceful means of liveli­
hood through fishing un- 
“nnpttinrOgram nd,Ubved US U1V1M

—leader_for region 9 ivtmdaTTEio m which the -5.- - •
province of Basilan has 
been included.

President Marcos has 
directed the bureau of 
fisheries and aquatic re­
sources (BEAR) to coor-
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Moro vintas in their multi-colored sails 
have been one of the major toui .st at­
tractions in southern Philippines -es­
pecially in Zamboanga and Jolo, but in 
Basilan (the so-called Yakan country), a 
small banca carved out from a tree 
trunk used as a normal water transport 
ation by natives has become an eye- 
catoher to local and foreign tourists as 
shown in this photo taken by Bulletin 
lensman Bob Dungo during one of his 
trips to tire south.
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Japanese ship captain 
freed by Basilan rebs

By VICENTE AREVALO 
(Bulletin Correspondent)

ZAMBOANGA CITY, Nov. 27 — 
The Basilan rebel-kidnapers who 
have held six Japanese fishermen 
hostage since Nov. 7 released one

(Turn to page 8, ool. 5) 
 

. 003

CAPTAIN
(Continued from page 1) 

captive this morning.
Hiroshi Sugita, 43, 

resident of Hanagawa 
prefecture south of To­
kyo and skipper of the 
Sulu IV, was brought 
here to Campo Muslim 
by Samal boatmen in 
a vinta.

The kidnapers ins­
tructed the boatmen to 
bring the Japanese to 
Indanan Akin,- an un­
cle of Col. Cirilo Bue­
no, Jr., Southwest 
command PC compo­
nent commander.

Sugita was taken to 
Colonel Bueno and 
later to Rear Adniiral 
Romulo Espaldon, So- 

—1- 2 - Jt TT *

he was ordered by the 
kidnapers to personally 
appeal to the authori­
ties to give in to the de­
mand for payment of 
ransom.
Espaldon did not speci­

fy the amount demanded. 
Iv was believed, however, 
that the rebels had Jower- 
eu their ransom demand 
from P5 million to P3 mil­
lion.

Espaldon said that the 
government is not send­
ing Sugita back to Basilan. 
Instead a negotiator was 
sent this morning to talk 
with the kidnapers and to 
deliver a letter from the 
admiral.

The letter contained the r B B 
stand of the government of Ishikawa, Katuyushi Tana- 
not paying any ransom. L_, ”  
However, he said, the gov- shiro Kitahama and Nisuo

JAPANESE HOSTAGES
Among those in photo are the five Japanese hostages who were released re­
cently after 29 days in captivity by Basilan rebel kidnapers. From left are 
Koichiro Ishikawa, fishing manager of the F/B Sulu IV of the Sugabu Fish­
ing Company; Katsuyoshi Tanaka; Col. Cirilo Bueno Jr., Southwest Command 
PC component commander; Yoshio Yamamoto, vice president of the Sugabu 
Fishing Company; Japanese Consul Sasaki; Yoshio Ki.ahama, Mitsuo Abe and 
Kasuo Nakagawa.—VPA -3L

mai-
ferea stomacn trouoie for 
said. “ ' ,e

Ihe negotiator sent by 
Espaldon mis morning to 
Basilan brought along witn 
1 i food and medicine to 
be given tc tne remaining 
five Japanese hostages.

It was disclosed by Es- 
paldun that Japanese Con­
sul Masao Sawaki was in 
accord with the stand of 
the government agamst : 
sending Sugita back and 
against payment of ran­
som.

It was also confirmed by 
Espaldon that Halin Abuba­
kar, director of the Sugabu 
Fishing company, had been 
pulled out as negotiator.

The other five hostages 
still in the hands of tne 
kidnap gang are Toshiro 

not paying “any ransom, ka,'KazLV^kVgawa/Yu- 
However, he said, the gov- shiro Kitahama and Nisuo 
Lrnment s five-point offer Abe, 

to the kidnaper was reiter­
ated as follows: general 
amnesty, government 
loans, development of 
Vneir area, pardon, and an 
audience witn ETesiuent 
Marcos.

Sugita is now held in 
protective custody by tne 
Sowescom. He is scneaul- . 
ea to talk witn newsmen 
at 5 p.m. today.

Admiral Espaldon said 
that Sugita wno appeared 
to be in good physical con­
dition inrormea him tn„t 
the five nostages are wen 
treated and in fine neaitn.

Contrary to earlier re­
ports, not one among them 
was liquidated or 
treated, aitnough one suf-I_______ f*8"! __ ___ _

wescom chief. He said jinking polluted water, 
ordered by the

appeal to the authori-



Basilan
city is
abolished

■Utt

according to the provisions 
of the law.

To carry out its purpose, 
an initial amount of Pl.7 
million was appropriated 
from national treasury 
funds.

President Marcos has 
abolished Basilan city 
and two municipalities 
of Basilan province.

This was provided 
for under Presidential 
Decree No. 840 which 
reorganized the political 
units of the province.

PD 840 was issued 
''to effect a more viable 
political status for the 
province, and to render 
its territorial partition 
more responsive to the 
peace, rehabilitat i o n 
and total development 
of the area.”

Also abolished, aside 
from Basilan city, were 
the towns of Pilas and 
Tapiantana.

As reorganized, Basi­
lan province still com­
prises the whole of Ba­
silan island and other 
adjacent islands.

Under PD 840, Basi­
lan province now has 
seven municipal! ties. 
These are:

1. Isabela, which will 
occupy areas covered 
by the former city of 

'■ (Turn to page 4, col. 5)

BASILAN
(Continued from page fl 
Basilan and by the 

towns of Isabela and Ma- 
iamawi.

2. Lantawan, which will . 
cover its present area and i 
that of the former munici­
pality of Pilas.

3. Sumisip, which will 
occupy its present area 
and the former municipali­
ty of Tapiantana-

4. Maluso.
5. Lamitan.
6. T'lhuran.
As decreed, the com­

missioner of region IX is 
authorized to reappoint 
and reassign provincial 
and municipal employes. 
Likewise, he is authorized 
to recommend to the Pres­
ident the appointment and 
reassignment of incum­
bent elective officials so 
that the governmental 
framework will not be im­
paired.

However, the employes 
and officials so reappoint­
ed and reassigned will 
hold office only until their 
successors are appointed 
or elected in accordance 
with law, or unless soon­
er removed for cause by ' 
the regional commissioner 
in the case of employes 
of provincial and munici­
pal governments, or by the 
President on the recom­
mendation of the regional 
commissioner in the case 
of elective officials.

The regional commis- 
sioner is also authorized 
to reallocate or reassign 
the use of existing proper­
ties, buildings, equipment, • 
and other effects of the 
provincial and municipal 

- governments to different 
municipalities until these . 
properties are formally 
turned over to the perti­
nent political subdivisions 
is finalized.

Employes of the nation­
al government assigned in 
Basilan province will be 
reappointed or reassigned
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in Basilan

KANE

Deport US 
vet arrested

the surrender of Kuman- 
der Rasid who was respon­
sible for the kidnaping.

Tugboat KT 01 and the 
barge towing it on its way 
to Indonesia, both owned 
Kayan River company, a 
Soriano firm, were inter­
cepted off Basilan last Dec. 
27 by heavily armed pump­
boat-riding men.

The chief civilian nego 
tiators who coordinated 
with the military in con­
vincing Kumander Rasid 
for the release of the cap­
tives were Tuturan Mayor 
Candu Nuarit, Hadji Naser 
Ismael and Hadji Handr. 
Camlian, member of t: 
government panel.—VPA

I

during captivity.
The six released were

identified as Deodato Ada­
me, master of tugboat No. 
KT-01; Major Nemesio Ra­
mirez, chief engineer; Cip­
riano Zobel and Ernesto 
01 a r t e, quartermasters; 
Florencio Relora and Ce­
lestino Badiang, oiler.

The two who died due 
to illness were Ricardo 
Bunda, quartermaster, and 
Dionisio Deano, cook.

The six were fetched 
from Sanud, Basilan, by a 
Constabulary patrol craft 
which arrived at the Widi 
private wharf in Baliwa- 
san this city at 3 p.m. to­
day.

Negotiations for release

KIDNAP
(Continued from page I) 

lease of six of eight 
tugboat crewmembers 
kidnaped off Basilah 
last Dec. 27. The six 
were released this 
morning after 58 days 
of captivity.
Two of the eight died

of the captives were con­
ducted by “Operat i o n 
Task Force KT” command­
ed by Col. Cirilo Bueno. 
Jr., commander of the PC 
Sowescom component un­
der the direct supervision 
of Sowescom chief Rear 
Admiral Romulo Espaldon.

The original ransom de­
manded was ?1 million. It 
was later reduced to P200,- 
000 and then to Pl00,000 
and finally to P20.000.

Later, the kidnapers ag­
reed to release the cap­
tives without payment of 
ransom.

Colonel Bueno said ne­
gotiations are going On for

Mrs. Kane said he ar­
rived in April, 1975, and 
had not renewed his visa.

“I’ll follow my husband 
in San Francisco right 
after things have been 
straightened out and my 
visa with the US embassy 
is approved,” she said.

Sources said Kane serv­
ed with the US special 
forces in Vietnam in 1971 
and 1972. He also claimed 
to have had a connection 
with the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
based in Beirut,

It was also reported that 
before Cambodia fell to the 
Khmer Rouge in April 1975. 
he was training Cambodian 
government forces.

Kane went to Bangkok 
and from there. Proceeded 
to Manila where he landed

a job with an American oil 
exploration company for 
several months. — LP

BULLETIN TODAY, SUN., FEB. 29. 1976

DEPORT
(Continued from page 1) 
a Pan-American jumbo 
jet bound for San 
Francisco.

Kane claimed he 
joined the rebel forces 
in Mindanao to “infil- 
"trate” them and gather 
Intelligence reports to 
"feed back" to Philip­
pine government autho­
rities, according to im­
migration sources.
Kane is married to 

Nadja Sarte, a former ad­
vertising executive, now 
manager of a restaurant 
in the tourists area in Er- 
mita. Mrs. Kane, who was 
at tlie airport to see her 
husband off, said she had 
no knowledge about the 
activities of her husband. 
She said that the only 
thing she knew was that 
his visa had expired and 
he was jobless at the time 
he was arrested by mili­
tary authorities.

Free 6 tugboat crew 
kidnaped in Basilan

(Special to Bulletin Today)
ZAMBOANGA CITY, Feb. 23 — 

The Southwest command (Sowes­
com) successfully negotiated today 
without ransom payment the re-

(Turn to page 5. col. 5)

ling and fraudulent mani­
pulations.

The seizure and Initial 
arrests were effected as 
early as last Friday by the 
military, General Romeo 
C. Espino, Armed Forces 
chief of staff, disclosed.

MANILA INTER­
NATIONAL AIR­
PORT, Feb. 28 — An 
American war veteran 
from Vietnam who was 
arrested by military 
authorities with Mus- 

■ lim rebel forces in Bu- 
buan, Tapiantania, in 
Basilan early this 
month was deported 
this afternoon.

The American, 
Henry Kane, 32, of 
North Carolina was 
escorted by Capt. An­
gel Laya, intelligence 
chief of the immigra­
tion and deportation 
bureau, to the.ramp of 

(Turn to page 4, col. 1)



Basilan rebels release
matron after 3 months

'EATHER.

ZAMBOANGA 
CITY, Nov. 18 — South 
command a u t horities 
finally wrapped up 
western M ind a nao’s 
longest kidnaping case 
with the release yester­
day afternoon in Basi­
lan of a 42-year-old 
matron in Olutanga, 
Zamboanga del Sur, 
after being held captive 
three months and 11

Forecast: Fair with some 
isolated rainshowers.

Tide: High—8:00 p.m.,
0.08 m.

By VICENTE P. AREVALO 
(Bulletin Correspondent)

days by Basilan-based 
kidnapers.

Mrs. Lolita Iwayan 
Tan, lean, haggard, and 
sick of malaria, was . 
released in sitio Langil 
and Matanggal in La- 
mitan at about 4 p.m. 
yesterday and arrived 
here from Basiian 
aboard a pumpboat at 
7 p.m.

She was wearing the 
same printed dress she

• had on when kidnaped 
in the morning of Aug.
5 from her residence in 
barrio Esperanza, OIu- 
tanga, Zamboanga del 
Sur.
(Turn to page 16, col. 5)

“I was always held 
hostage inside a huge 
cave guarded by armed 
men day and night,” 
Mrs. Tan said.

“What kept me in 
constant tears were my 
thoughts of my child­
ren, particularly our 
youngest, Boyet, our 
only son who is mental­
ly retarded.”

She recounted that 
five Yakan-spea king 
armed kidnapers drag­
ged her at gunpoint to 
a pumpboat which then 
sped to Basilan prov­
ince. They arrived there 
at night and walked se­
veral hours inland.

“I was not maltreat­
ed but I was seldom al­
lowed to go out of the 
cave,” she said. Her 
food consisted of rice 
and vegetables, occa­
sionally dried fish, and 
sometimes cassava. The 
same food was eaten by 
her guards.

Mrs. Tan lost about 
30 pounds in captivity. 
She said she got bed­
ridden twice because of 
malaria.

Colonel Bueno said 
the break came when 
Johnny Kilal, a resident 
of Subanipa, Olutanga, 
relative of kidnap lea­
der, came into PC cus­
tody. The kidnapers 
finally agreed to ex­
change Kalil with Mrs. 
Tan.

Bueno said the kid­
nap leader is wanted 
for a string of rustling 
and robbery cases in 
the Basilan area. He 
must have become so 
desperate that he has to 
resort to kidnaping to 
raise funds, he said.

BASILAN
(Cont’d from page 1)

Mrs. Tan, sister-in- 
law of Olutanga Ma­
yor Cecilio Nac i o n, 
was kidnaped and held 
hostage by Basilan kid­
napers headed by a 
certain Commander Nur 
Tiger.

Her release ended 
several months’ work 
on the case by Consta­
bulary operatives co­
ordinating with civi­
lian negotiators under 
the direct supervision 
of Col. Cirilo Bueno, 
Jr., PC component com­
mander, Southern com­
mand.

Mrs. Tan, mother of 
seven, had a tearful re­
union last night with 
six of her children stay­
ing in this city and 
husband Tao Tan, 58, 
who had abandoned 
business in Olutanga to 
look for his kidnaped 
wife.

The family profusely 
thanked Southcom au­
thorities when Mrs. 
Tan was presented to 
Brig. Gen. Ernesto Gi- 
daya, Fouth PC zone 
commander, at the PC 
component headq u a r- 
ters here.

Gidaya, who is de­
puty Southcom and con­
currently acting South­
com commander in the 
absence of Rear Admi­
ral Romulo Espaldon 
who is out of the coun­
try with the First Lady, 
Mrs. Imelda R. Marcos, 
commended civilian 
negotiator Hadji Jer­
ry Jamil, technical as­
sistant for Muslim af­
fairs for the Basilan 
provincial government, 
and PC component ope­
ratives for the success­
ful operation.

Gidaya said the gov­
ernment maintained its 
no-ransom policy and 
warned other kidnapers 
that authorities would 
never tolerate kidnap­
ing^ 


